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2.
WELCOME
This year has started with its usual
energy and vigour with so many
events and activities taking place.
We have welcomed new students
into Year 7 and the Sixth Form,
students are busy applying to
universities and apprenticeships,
staff are writing UCAS references,
and preparations for the school
production Footloose are in full
swing. The School joined with former
students for Remembrance Day,
many students are involved in Duke
of Edinburgh Award expeditions, and
there has been fundraising going on
for Children in Need, to mention just
a few. In the national Senior Maths
Challenge there were 9 Gold, 14
Silver and 30 Bronze awards – a
record.
Back in September the guest speaker
at Prize Giving, Christian Guy, gave 4
key pieces of advice:
1. Work for something bigger than
yourself,

Prize giving at Sherborne Abbey
Our prestigious annual prize giving
ceremony took place in September at
Sherborne Abbey, celebrating the
outstanding achievements of Year 11 and 13
students last year. Over 150 students
received awards on the day and were joined
by parents, governors, staff and local
community leaders.
Christian Guy, former Special Adviser to PM
David Cameron and Director of the Centre for
Social Justice (CSJ), who is a former Gryphon
student, delivered an inspirational speech,
encouraging students to “Work for
something bigger than yourself….say yes,

push yourself and embrace opportunities
when they present themselves”.
Headteacher Mr Hillier added
“Congratulations to all the students who
received awards today, their hard work and
achievements deserve to be celebrated, and
historic Sherborne Abbey provides a unique
and majestic setting for this special
occasion”.
As well as academic Subject Awards and Year
Team Awards, many awards were also
sponsored by local businesses. The
Outstanding Achievement Awards (for
students who received 8 or more A*-A at
GCSE, or 3 A’s or more at A level) were kindly

This summer saw Gryphon students celebrate exam
success with excellent results at both GCSE and A level.

3. Do the small things really well,
and
4. Embrace responsibility, don’t duck
it.

• The proportion of students gaining five or more A*-C
grades including English and Maths was 70%

Words of wisdom relevant for us all.
Alongside this newsletter we have
just published ‘The Year 2015-16’
which is available to view online, and
which details the life of the school
last year – please do spend some
time to look through it; it really
captures the wonderful successes of
our students and staff.
The term is almost over so I would
like to wish you all a very happy and
peaceful Christmas, and we look
forward to seeing you again in the
New Year.
Steve Hillier – Headteacher

This year also saw a record number of Duke
of Edinburgh Awards achieved by students
with 25 Bronze Awards and 5 Silver Awards
being presented.

Exam Success
GCSE results were once again excellent against a
national backdrop of tougher exams and significantly
lower pass rates in many subjects. There are some
spectacular individual results from students of all
abilities with standards significantly above national
levels.

2. Be the most hopeful person in the
room,

sponsored by Morton New Estate Agents.
The Sherborne and District Society CPRE
Award for Geography was awarded to
Arabella Hodgson, with the Sherborne Castle
Country Fair Prize for Significant
Contribution to Community Life being
awarded to Emily Rigden and Joshua
Whittick. The Bath Travel Award (for Travel &
Tourism BTEC) was awarded to Victoria
Davey. The musical interlude featured
student Annabel Thornton on the piano.

• Almost a quarter of grades were A* or an A
• The A*-C pass rate in Mathematics was the highest in
Dorset for the last 2 years at 82% and this has been
achieved for the third consecutive year – it compares
to 61% nationally. The A*-C pass rate in English
increased to 78% compared to 60% nationally.
• The results in the traditional subjects of the Sciences
– Biology, Chemistry and Physics – English, Art,
Drama, Music, Geography, Sport, Business Economics
and Mathematics are very strong.
• 32 students achieved 8 or more A* or A grades. Two
students gained 13 A* grades and four other students
each achieved 10 A* grades.
Mrs Peacocke said “I am extremely proud of all the Year
11 students; many have gained results that have
exceeded their target grades. These results are

the foundations on which our students
can build upon, and we are looking
forward to their future successes”.
Sixth Form students also celebrated
A-level success with exceptional
results across the board, once again
outperforming the national average.
The Gryphon Sixth Form saw over 8%
of exams gain A* grades, with 27%
gaining an A* or A grade, 79% A*-C,
and a 99.6% pass rate overall. Both
academic and vocational results are
equally impressive, and students
taking the EPQ (Extended Project

Qualification) achieved fantastic
results of 65% A*-A. Mrs Huggins said
“I feel so privileged to have worked
with these students over the last two
years, and I am extremely proud of
their individual successes. Many have
gained top grades, with 96%
progressing to a university of their
choice, and others achieving the
results they need to provide a good
foundation moving forward. We look
forward to hearing from them in the
future as to where their journey takes
them, and we hope they keep in touch
to inspire future students”.

Black
Diamonds
under a Welsh
Mountain
On a couple of blustery days in early
October the Year 9s travelled to the Big Pit
National Coal Museum in Blaenafon, South
Wales to experience the working conditions
in a real coal mine with the History
Department.
This provided a rare opportunity for the
pupils to see exhibitions, mining galleries
and historic buildings relating to the 100
years of coal at Big Pit, named after the
sheer size of the double lift shaft. However
the highlight of the day for many was the
guided tour 300m underground, through
dark and cramped tunnels, and visiting a
real coal face to gain a real insight into the
experiences a miner would have had both in
Victorian times and today. Each group was
expertly guided around the workings by a
guide with decades of experience removing
the coal from a Welsh pit. Jim Murphy was
surprised at the conditions on the actual
coal face saying, ”I didn’t know they had to
work in such small areas” as some seams of
coal were only a couple of feet high and
200 metres long.
It was a precious opportunity for our pupils,
as Ellie Case concluded, “We learn about it
in class, but the reality really puts the
miners’ struggles into perspective”.
The Gryphon School History Department
would like to thank all the staff at Big Pit for
caring and educating our Year 9s, as well as
all the students for making it such a
memorable occasion.

Sherborne Boys’
Translation
Workshop
On 14th November the Sixth Form students
studying French, German and Spanish A
level took part in a translation workshop run
by the MFL Department at Sherborne
School. It was in preparation for the
European Commission ‘Juvenes
Translatores’ translation competition which
takes place at The Gryphon School on 24th
November.
The session started with an interesting look
at the complexities of translation. The
Gryphon students then joined forces with
Sherborne boys in small groups to tackle
some very challenging texts. The afternoon
finished with a final session to share what
had been learned. The feedback from all
students was that it had been both an
enjoyable social and educational event.

Carey Camp
It was a slightly damp and drizzly September morning when the first two tutor groups from Year 7 set off for a team building adventure which
they will never forget. Although a wet start to the week’s activities, this did not stop a group of very eager year 7’s loading their bags onto the
coach ready to travel to Wareham Forest.
This infamous annual camping trip is a
tradition which goes back many years in
Gryphon history, and this year’s adventure
certainly didn’t let us down!
In the heart of Dorset, deep in the beautiful
surroundings of Wareham forest, students
took part in many activities including tree
climbing, orienteering, archery, countryside
walking, blindfold woodland trails, toasting
marshmallows around the campfire, the
climbing wall and building their own
woodland shelter. Students were
outstanding and their teamwork and ability

On the 14th of November Year 12
Psychology students accompanied by
Miss Smith and Mrs Blakemore went to
Bristol Zoo to conduct an observation on
two animals of their choosing. During
their time they were asked to use two
research methods that had been the
focus of their lessons prior to the
excursion, Time Sampling and Event
Sampling.
Throughout the day there was a series
of talks lead by one of the zoo keepers
who was teaching animal behaviour to
the students based upon what she had
learned at her time working there. This
talk was extremely interactive and
allowed the students to take part in
activities such as being taught about
Operant Conditioning by pretending to
be a seal touching a ball on a stick! The
talk also included the petting of a
peculiar stick insect that pretended to
be a scorpion when touched. Overall the
trip was a wonderful experience, leaving
everyone in a great mood and
anticipating future magnificent trips to
come.
Callum Batson (Year 12)

to think on the spot really shone through.
Many students overcame fears and many had
never slept in a home-made shelter. Each and
every student who attended should be proud
of their achievements and I know that the
skills they have learnt at Carey will now play
a positive part of their everyday life, at
school and home. Many students have
already commented that this was ‘the best
trip they’ve ever been on!’ and ‘the best bit
was sleeping in the woods under a shelter
that I built with my friends’. These accolades
say it all!
Joe Miles – Head of Year 7

Year 9 trip to
Lulworth Cove
The Year 9 students went to Lulworth Cove
for the day on a recent Geography trip. They
collected data about the beach gradient at
Durdle Door and Man o War cove; using
clinometers, ranging poles and tape
measures. We were studying the impact that
erosion and long shore drift has on this
stretch of coastline.
We then walked over the hill, looking at the
impact tourism has had on the footpaths and
ate our lunch at the top of the cliff. We
finished the day in Lulworth Cove mapping
the tourist facilities and by having an ice
cream before getting on the coach to come
back to school.
Mrs Dutton

The Year 12
Geography cohort
visits Swanage
From the 19th – 21st of October the
Year 12 Geography cohort visited the
South Coast of England. Whilst away
from school, the group stayed in
Swanage and visited a number of
locations including Studland and
Boscombe. During their first day, the
students headed over to Studland Bay.
Whilst here their focus was on the
physical processes affecting the beach
and how the National Trust manage the
very popular tourist beach. During
their time here, the students gave
focus to the sand tunes looking at how
they change the further away from the
sea. During the second day Boscombe
became the focus of the students’
work looking at the regeneration of
the area and how this has affected the
population and the local area as a
whole asking the question has the
regeneration been successful. The
final day, it was down to the students
to complete their own fieldwork. From
this the students were asked to design
their own research process from their
initial hypothesis through to data
collection and how they would go
about interpreting this data
developing skills they will use later on
in their A level course.
Mr Griffiths

4.
The Asha Project
As part of the India trip students had
the opportunity to visit the Asha
project, a charity which works in the
slums of Delhi to provide opportunities
for young people. On the 7th of
November we were visited by Freddie
Martin, one of Asha’s directors, Nigel
Rees, our Chair of Governors and our
link with the project, and Shiv, a
graduate of the programme. Shiv spoke powerfully to the Sixth Form about his life, living in
one room with eight people, no running water or plumbing and no education opportunities.
Asha funded Shiv’s education through to university and he now works for the project. The
visitors were very impressed with The Gryphon, particularly our sporting, ICT and technology
facilities as well as the Rights Respecting Schools campaign. We hope that the link between
The Gryphon and the Asha project will continue to flourish. To find out more about the
charity please visit: http://asha-india.org/

Exchange
We’re Sofia, from Italy, and Christina, from Germany. We made a brave
choice to come to England: we decided that we were ready to leave our
countries, our habits, our routine and even our families in order to get
to know a whole new culture. Everything seemed exciting, fascinating
and new during the first few weeks, then it all became normal. Basically
we became British and that was the aim of the exchange programme..
If you ask us about the differences between school in Italy and
Germany and England we can say that there are plenty of them. In Italy
students have to study 11 subjects or more and there’s no GCSE or
Sixth Form - High School starts at 13-14 and it ends at 18 - and they do
have school on Saturdays! In Germany students study between 16 and
18 subjects - but it’s not as hard as it may seem! In both of our countries students don’t have
to wear uniforms or move from one class to another to attend different lessons.

Oscar Night
Over 100 Year 9 students and parents came and walked the red carpet for The Gryphon’s
Oscars night – a showcase of student produced short films. Students produced five minute
films around the theme ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover’ with the nine entries being of very
high quality and taking very different interpretations of the theme. Students also viewed a
film by Elmo Barratt (Year 12) which has set the benchmark for next year’s Oscars. Elmo, Sadie
George, Isabelle Rawlings and Joss Barratt formed the judging panel. ‘The Grannies’ won an
Oscar for its superb make-up by Tallulah Humphreys.

Remembrance
Remembrancetide is an important time of
year in The Gryphon School calendar. This
year our Acts of Worship for Remembrance
focussed on remembering the families of
active service personnel. For our annual
Remembrance Service, run as usual in
partnership with the Old Fosterians, we were
joined by Squadron Leader Justin Butcher
who was a student at Foster’s School as it
became part of The Gryphon.

Here in England there are some subjects that are not available in our schools and so that’s
why we both decided to take some of them in. In Italy the school system pushes the students
to have an encyclopaedic knowledge while here English students tend to focus on specific
topics in each subject: Italian students are much more stressed than English ones! We both
think that in England you care a lot about your students and you’re interested in making the
students like what they study as well as ensuring their understanding of the various topics.
School is much “funnier” than it is in our home countries but we think that English students
sometimes forget that they’re very lucky.
Justin gave a very moving address on the
theme of the boy soldiers of the First World
War and he also reminded us why
remembrance is important to those on
active service. The Roll of Honour was read
by John House from the Old Fosterians and
6th Former Thomas Walker-Arnott played
the Last Post and Reveille, after which there
was not a dry eye in the house. We will
remember them.

Christmas Shoebox Appeal
Students and staff put together more than 100 boxes for the
Trussell Trust’s Christmas Box Appeal, which delivers boxes of
Christmas presents to the poorest children in Eastern Europe.

Nicki Edwards – Deputy Headteacher

Students from across the
South West take on the
Tomato Challenge

We recently welcomed sixty of the brightest
students from across Dorset, Somerset and
Devon to take part in a science, technology
and engineering challenge at The Gryphon.
The South West Academies Group’s
Challenge Plus event saw students from
Years 8 – 10 working in teams to design and
create a mechanism for the transportation
of tomatoes from the top of a mountain,
where they are grown, to the bottom, where
they are sold. Based upon a real life
situation for Nepalese tomato growers the
groups also had to devise a communication
strategy and look into the monetary cost of
building the structure they had designed.
Once they had completed their research and
development the group had to present their
findings to their peers who assessed them
on all aspects of the challenge. The winning
group went home with a tomato based
prize!
Miss Guest – Science

Dorset Fencing Champion!

Gryphon Harvest
The whole school community, including the
Little Gryphons Nursery, were encouraged to
donate long life food items to The Lord’s
Larder, a local food bank, as part of our
Harvest celebrations again this year. Thank
you to everyone who gave - a total of 769
items were donated.

14 Year 7 students helped to deliver this
enormous amount of food. Caitlin Else
commented “The Lord’s Larder is extremely
important not just for adults but for children
too” She was struck by the fact that most of
us are able to choose what we want to eat
and that we take our food for granted.
Revd Diane Tregale – Chaplain

Three Gryphon students recently competed in the
Dorset Open and County Fencing Championship– one
of whom Paul Zaborowski is the new Dorset Men’s
Epee Champion! Students Josh Whittick and Paul
Zaborowski competed in the Men’s Épée, with Peter
Zaborowski competing in the Men’s Sabre competition.
As a regional ranking event as well as a County
Championship it was very well attended with over 40
competitors taking part. Peter finished a very credible
7th place. Paul and Josh had the largest group with the epee. The Direct Elimination then saw
Josh knocked out in his first fight 3-15. Paul went on to the last 8 losing 13-15 to the eventual
4th placed fencer from Wellington. As the highest ranked Dorset resident Paul became the
new Dorset Men’s Epee Champion – the first in 30 years - and will need to defend his title
next year.

5.

Point of
Information
THE GRYPHON DEBATE CLUB
When you think of British Parliamentary Debating you
probably conjure up thoughts of old men in an even
older building discussing topics that hold no interest
for you whatsoever - and you would be right. But The
Gryphon are mixing it up a bit! Forget everything you
thought you knew about debating, people, you are
about to enter a whole new world.
Co-ordinated by the ever-enthusiastic Mr Strowger –
who has recently coined the phrase 'war without the
gore!' when talking of our fellow school interlocutorsthe Debate Club is the epitome of what The Gryphon
is all about; creating and enhancing the potential of
young people ( whilst also having fun, of course).
Think of it as 'Organised Chaos'- a celebration of
friendly people who also love to argue. My fellow
teens, we are at an age when anger may at times feel
irrepressible, whilst also being at that time in our lives
that the great philosopher Kylie Jenner once dubbed
as the year of 'realising stuff'. Therefore, the Debate
Club is the place where we feel safe to let our
developing thoughts and frustrations run free!
You may be wondering what we actually do in Debate
Club. As is perhaps self-explanatory; we debate.
However, there is so much more to it; from expeditions
to Durham University for debating tournaments to the
irresistible Debate Team 'stash' (stash means
personalised hoodies, for all those who were born in
the 21st Century). Moreover, the Club presents great
opportunities to gain valuable skills- not only to
become practised in the art of debate, but also to be
independent in the organisation of our events and
sponsors, to develop your confidence and to expand
your existing knowledge on subjects you thought you
already knew inside out. Also, of course we must not
forget the undeniable academic attributes of the Club
that will elevate your CV.
The majority of our members from last Half-Term
remained in the Club, leaving us with an array of
talented, passionate young people with a range of
views and stances on our topics. One member has
said; “Joining the Debate Team has really helped me
to think about other people's views and not be so
stubborn!” whilst another, “My confidence in public
speaking has grown since I joined Debate Cub.” So, as
we can gather, Debate Club is not only fun and an
asset to your CV, but also an awkwardness eliminator!
Being part of the Debate Club has helped us to gain
knowledge, experience and wisdom that will come to
our advantage in the future and make it an exciting
and important new quality of The Gryphon School.
Pascale Stewart (Year 12)

Little Gryphons - Forest School
We have had a great start to our Forest
School sessions and it’s a joy to be
running them again. During the first
session we managed to put up our tent,
which we are very glad of now the
weather is becoming colder. The
children were very skilled at using the
mallet to secure the tent pegs,
remembering their safe stance and

safety distance. We also spruced up the
area ready for lots of exploring and
most importantly, we thought of our
Forest School names!
Other activities so far have included
decorating the trees with monster mud
faces, making bird feeders and
collecting ladybirds to study. This week

Gryphon students
cook up a storm

October saw the annual Future Chef Competition take
place at The Gryphon School. Six students from Year 10
took part, with the challenge of cooking a main course for
two people for less than £10, in a creative and skilful
manner using local and seasonal produce. Judging the
competition were Bruce Care, Head Chef at the Ship Inn
in West Stour, and Marcus Wilcox, Chef Proprietor of
Sienna in Dorchester, a former Gryphon student himself.
Students Eve Grundell, Ruby Boland, Aaliyah Hassan,
Dylan Trevor, Aaron Thompson (who cooked despite a
fractured leg) and Will Oswald, cooked up an amazing
range of delicious dishes including poussin in a Somerset
cider sauce, venison in a redcurrant reduction and pork
with caramelised apples. The winning dish by Ruby
Boland was stuffed chicken breast with dauphinoise
potatoes and a local cheese sauce. Ruby will now go on
to represent The Gryphon School at the Dorset and
Somerset final at Yeovil College on January 17th.
Keep up to date with all our latest news by following us on
socialmedia:
@GryphonSchool

TheGryphonSchool

Former students are also welcome to join our new alumni
group on Linked in - search for ‘The Gryphon School Alumni’

we look forward to making natural
mobiles which will hang in the trees
and painting with beetroots! The
younger children have also enjoyed
trampling around in the autumn leaves
which lay thick on the ground like a
carpet of yellow gold.
Dawn the Dragonfly – Forest School Practitioner

Anti-Bullying Week
From Monday 14th November our school
took part in various events for AntiBullying Week, all centred around this
year’s theme of “Power for Good”. As well
as topical assemblies, the Gryphon Pride
group organised and held a bake sale.
This has become an annual sale with a
very competitive spirit; students were
invited to bring in cakes decorated with
an anti-bullying message to be entered
into a national competition hosted by the
charity Educate & Celebrate. From all the
fantastic entries we had, four have been
sent to Educate & Celebrate and members
of the public will soon be able to vote for
their favourites online, with the top ten
bakers being invited to London to
compete in a live bake off competition
during LGB T History Month. We hope
they follow in the footsteps of last year’s
very successful rainbow bakers. Winners
for The Gryphon stage of the competition
were:
1st place – Caitlin Else, 7SLG
2nd place – Olivia Hutchinson, 7EMB
3rd place – Sophie Dewberry, 12VJM
Highly commended – Elizabeth Oswald,
7EVH
Decorated cakes were sold to staff and
students at break time, and we raised
nearly £70 for charity. Thank you so much
to everyone who entered, without whom we wouldn’t have
been able to raise such a fantastic sum of money.
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH

Alumni
Alex Edwards
I look back fondly at my time at The Gryphon. History
lessons were my favourite of the week and the trip to
China in the Sixth Form was a real highlight for me.
Since leaving The Gryphon in 2011, I have completed
a BSc in Biomedical Science and an MA in Child Health
and Development both in London where I am still
living.

I love being in the city, there is always somewhere new to discover and working and
studying here has exposed me to new cultures and experiences. I really think there is
nowhere better to live at this time in my life. I am currently working as a mentor at an
inner city school whilst applying for teacher training. My school is in a deprived area
where children come from a range of backgrounds and for many of them English is
not their first language. It's very different to Dorset - living and working in London
has made me appreciate growing up in the countryside and how lucky I am to have
gone to school in Sherborne. I feel really fortunate that I can still visit and stay with
my family - the children at my school can't believe that there are real pigs and sheep
living in the fields behind our house!
2016 saw 70 students complete their Bronze Award. This is amazing as we only enrolled 38
from Year 10, but the other 32 students came from previous cohorts. 11 completed their
Silver Award, the first ever, and the School had its first ever Gold Award when Will Beeson
completed his final expedition with Gillingham Open DofE Centre. Well done, Will!
The programme continues to expand with 92
students from Years 9 and 10 enrolling on
Bronze, as we change the delivery model to
come in-line with the new DofE age limit. 34
students have enrolled on the Silver Award,
(5 teams up from 2 last year) and 11
students want to complete their Gold Award.
26 students want to attempt the Ten Tors
Challenge at all three distances, which would
see the School enter four teams, twice the
number from previous years.
To keep the DofE/Ten Tors fee to an
affordable level we have been busy
fundraising. We have received £2000 from
Sherborne Rotary Club, which helped
purchase new equipment and train staff. We
received £500 each from the John Thorton’s
Young Achievers Foundation and the Lions
Club of Yeovil, which allowed us to purchase
a DofE trailer for all the rucksacks. Students
and parents helped bake cakes for cake sales

raising £200 each time, which allowed us to
purchase GPS trackers and ruggedized
radios. The challenge for next year is to get
a new DofE store to look after our new
equipment.
Staff, parents and adult volunteers are vital
to the success of the programme, so we
would like to say a big thank you to all our
helpers. This winter six volunteers are
undertaking the South West Mountain &
Moorland Leader Scheme which will
enhance the School’s capability
considerably; spare a thought for them as
they trek across Dartmoor in December!
Next year we hope to train a few Mountain
Leaders so we can send teams deep into
Snowdonia. If you enjoy walking and would
like to help (we provide full training) then
please contact Mr Cooke on
geoff.cooke@gryphon.dorset

Languages Day
In November all students in Years 7, 8 and 9 took part in our first Gryphon Day of Languages.
There were a range of activities going on all day and students enjoyed the opportunity to
experience different linguistic and cultural activities. Students in Years 8 and 9 who study
Spanish had the opportunity to watch a fantastic play performed by the Onatti Theatre
Company, about the story of a young boy who has a night in hospital following a very minor
illness but after not getting the sympathy he thought he deserved he starts to exaggerate on
Facebook. The students were thoroughly entertained throughout and some even ended up on
stage taking part in the play!
Cinema plays a big role in French culture and is renowned for being slightly quirky. Some of
our students across Years 7, 8 and 9 were able to experience an authentic work of French
cinema completing a range of comprehension activities based on the film they were
watching. We also had students researching Germany, the geography of the country and
some of its top holiday destinations.
The day was a great success with students really embracing the opportunities they were
given and participating fully in all activities. Thank you to the Languages Department and all
other staff who contributed to making the day a success.

Squadron Leader
Justin Butcher
I was a student at The Gryphon School at its creation
having previously been a student at Foster’s
Grammar School. During those early days the school
was established over the 3 sites of the original
schools, Foster’s, Lord Digby’s and St Aldhelm’s
which resulted in significant travelling time between
some lessons. It was a breath of fresh air when the
new building was constructed and we could finally
be housed on the one site and The Gryphon School
actually felt like one school. The creation of the
school allowed those of us that had been friends outside of school since primary
school to finally be at the same secondary school which cemented firm friendships,
many of which are still in place today. I remember particularly fondly our Sixth Form
which had around 40 students compared to the current 400 plus.
The education I received at Gryphon set me up perfectly for my future career within
the Royal Air Force. I have been in the RAF for 22 years as an Air Traffic Controller, my
current role sees me providing specialist air traffic advice to the Directorate of Flying
Training based in Bristol.

Hit author Ali Sparkes inspires Gryphon students
Teen author sensation Ali Sparkes, author of the Shapeshifter series of books, visited us this
term to meet students and talk about the inspiration behind her writing.
Ali, who also wrote the Unleashed
series and is the winner of two Blue
Peter Book Awards, talked about her
childhood and how playing in the
woods with friends when younger gave
her the idea for the Shapeshifter
series, where the main character
changes into a fox. As the series goes
on he meets other children who turn
into other animals. She talked to the
Year 7 and 8 students about the importance of the research she does for her books, which
recently included visiting a wildlife sanctuary to spend time with foxes. She also entertained
the audience with her magic trick - which saw her head shrink! At the end of the sessions she
chatted with students, handed out signed bookmarks and posed for photos with students
who are fans of her work as well as signing copies of her books.
School Librarian Mrs Hoskins said “You can always measure the success of an author visit by
the amount of their books loaned after the event, this one has been incredibly popular with
few books left. We would like to say a big thank you to Ali for visiting us and inspiring our
students.”

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKED IN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’

Alumni

Sixth Form
Dorset Young
Researcher’s
Project
Over the October Half Term, I had the
pleasure of visiting the Purbecks, for a short
residential held by Action for Children, as part
of the Dorset Young Researcher’s Project. The
Project is aimed at 15-19 year olds from
across the county, and provides vital
information to the council about the lives of
young people, helping to shape services.
On the first day, after a bit of housekeeping,
we went out to Poole Harbour, and canoed
out to Brownsea Island and back fortunately, the water was very calm, so
despite my inability to swim, I enjoyed it
immensely. When we got back, we got down
to work devising questions for focus groups,
one of which I will soon be running at The
Gryphon. By the time we had completed this,
it was early evening, so we carved some
pumpkins and played a game of cards, then
headed to bed. The next morning, we went
over how best to conduct a focus group,
before tackling some abseiling in a nearby
rope park. I had a really good time, and would
really recommend that anyone who is
interested in taking part apply next year! For
anyone interested there is a survey currently
open for 13-19 year olds:
www.dorsetyoungresearchers.com
Jason Trevor (Year 12)

Photography
In October, Sixth Formers were invited to
contribute their own photographs for the
creation of the new Prospectus and website.
Photography has always been strong at The
Gryphon and we were not disappointed with
the results. We had some fantastic entries,
with the winner being Oriella Nicoli-Horne
who captured the ‘mood’ of The Gryphon
with her perfectly framed shot reflecting the
welcoming environment and the long term
friendships that our Sixth Form creates –
some of her photos now feature in the new
Sixth Form Prospectus.

MERCY IN
ACTION ASSEMBLY

The process of creating the assembly about Mercy in
Action was quite a daunting task as it was so close to my
heart and trying to communicate everything that I felt and
experienced while in the Philippines in about 20 minutes
seemed impossible.
I started with telling my tutor group about my experiences
in the Philippines, the political situation and about how I
know the charity. They were all very kind and interested in
what I was saying so they said that they would happily
help and do an assembly with me talking more about
Mercy in Action. It was so amazing to feel such support
from my tutor group and see that people were interested
in what I was saying. From there we decided to break our
assembly up into different sections and important points
to cover: what the charity is, what they do, what have they
done, how I am involved and my experiences and how the
School and students could help Mercy in Action. I had so
much to talk about and share with everyone. It was so
motivating to see the other groups working on their
sections of the presentation and asking me questions
about the charity. After rehearsing what we were going to
say a few times we were ready to present. I was so very
pleased with the presentation, due to the amazing amount
of support from my classmates and teachers. I hope that
the School will continue to show support when the
opportunity comes to do fundraising for Mercy in Action
Ellen Farrands (Year 12)
later in the year.

Student Leadership
at The Gryphon
We have recently created a new Student Leadership
taskforce in the Sixth Form. Students have been
working collaboratively together to create a
leadership model where innovation and creative
ideas help to shape the school community through
student-led projects. The innovative scheme allows
for our students to learn leadership theory and then
put it into practice. One element of the new training
programme includes membership of the Young
Chamber, Dorset Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (DCCI) lauded programme for youth
development. In the first round of professional
training hosted at DCCI, the students will be taught by
industry specialists in Blue Sky thinking, Project
Development and Project and Resource Management
in order to put these into place throughout the year.
Stage two will be developing evaluation skills and
improvement plans, and Stage three will involve the
students becoming leadership trainers for new
students joining in September. Mr Strowger, Head of
Sixth Form said “Leadership skills training should not
be something that is solely reserved for university or
graduates. We are delighted to be creating the next
generation of leaders and with the support of the
Chamber and its industry partners”.

Open Evening

On the 9th of November, The Gryphon opened its doors
for the Sixth Form Open Evening. A record number of
visitors were recorded in the school and the tremendous
atmosphere that resulted really gave the event a special
feel.
Students from both Years 12 and 13 helped out on the
evening and were ready to volunteer their services to
their departments, as well as being guides, welcoming
our guests and car parking on one of the coldest nights of
the year. The quality of the information available was
first rate and the evening was enjoyed by all. A big thank
you to all involved!

OXBRIDGE
Being a member of the Oxbridge Group has provided me with an array of
opportunities to bolster my chances of getting into one of the most
prestigious universities in the country - Oxford. I aim to do Biomedical
Sciences at St Hilda’s College, the history of which I find to be particularly
inspiring given that it was amongst the first to provide a degree-level
education for women in this country.
One of the first activities we undertook during our first few terms in Year
12 involved giving a 10-minute presentation on any subject of our choice
to members of The Gryphon and Sherborne Girls’ School Oxbridge groups,
with students encouraged to grill the presenter on their project
afterwards. The aim of this was to inspire the same type of thoughtprovoking questions that a tutor might ask at an interview in order to
establish how we would perform under pressure, whilst also providing
excellent personal statement material.
The HE+ scheme gave approximately 15 of us the chance to meet other
Oxbridge members from colleges and sixth forms located around
Somerset, and we’ve had the chance to attend subject workshops led by
Cambridge tutors at Kings of Wessex. The biology workshop I attended
focused on the tutor’s experiences of mountaineering, and the effects of
altitude on the human body. However, undoubtedly the most fantastic
experience offered by the scheme was a 2-day trip to Cambridge in July,
during which we were privileged enough to stay in accommodation based
in the beautiful grounds of Trinity Hall. Besides receiving excellent
support with our personal statements, mock interviews at Sherborne
School were an additional component key to preparing us for applying to
Oxbridge. Ultimately, the feedback was vital in allowing me to understand
how I could improve my performance should I (hopefully) get an
interview.

Sport

8.

GRYPHON STUDENT
SELECTED FOR BATH
DEVELOPMENT SQUAD
Jack Wiltshire (Year 10) and Israel MasonWilliams (Year 11) have been selected for
the Bath Rugby Academy Elite Player
Development Group for the 2016/17
season. Jack is an exceptionally gifted
centre three quarter and Israel is currently a
hugely talented and powerful flanker, who
is making the technically challenging
transition to hooker this season. Both boys
have previously gained representative
honours with Dorset & Wiltshire but we are
delighted that their rugby careers have
progressed to the next level. Jack and Israel
follow in the footsteps of former Gryphon
students, who have been involved in the
Bath Rugby EPDG during their time at The
Gryphon, including current England
International Ollie Devoto, who has moved
to Exeter Chiefs this season, and George
Buckney, who won two England U16 caps in
2011.

4.30am start every day,
but loving it!
Were the words that ex Gryphon student
Rachel Staffe shared with the BTEC Sport
students in Year 12. Rachel is a personal
trainer and starts her days by running a
bootcamp at 6am before working one to
one with a client all before some of our
students are even out of bed! She explained
that on some occasions she won’t finish till
10pm or even 11pm at night as her trade
demands she works unsocial hours. This is
exactly what the Yr 12 BTEC’ers are finding
out for their coursework which asks them to
investigate two possible career options in
depth. With just 12 months before UCAS
and apprenticeship applications are
submitted, Rachel’s honest comments are a
real eye opener! She says starting up her
own personal training business after a 3
year apprenticeship in a local gym was the
best decision she has ever made. Rachel

The Gryphon Games
The Gryphon School Sports Day is undoubtably one of the most exciting days of the year. It
always takes place at the end of the summer prior to pupils leaving for the summer
holidays. The event is particularly popular due to its inclusiveness with all staff and
students playing an active role throughout the day.
The 2016 Gryphon Games was
particularly enjoyable due to the
glorious sunshine which stayed for the
duration of the event. Throughout the
day pupils in Years 7-10 compete in a
multitude of activities which all
contribute to their overall tutor group
score. The Inter Tutor Gryphon Games
Trophy proved to be a sought after prize
with each and every pupil giving their all
in every event to gain valuable points
for their tutor group. The activities on
offer range from traditional athletic
events like the 100m and long jump to
alternative sports like skateboarding and
boccia. With the help of Year 12
students and staff students are able to
access sports throughout the day
culminating in the 4 x100m relay and
tug of war events. The winning tutor
groups were then presented with the
trophy in the final assembly on the last
day. The 2015/2016 winners were as
follows: 7AD, 8HMW, 9CWD and 10CBT.
This year we are making the competition
even bigger and better by holding Inter
Tutor sporting events during the last
week of each term. The points won at
these events will count towards the
2016/2017 competition. Many thanks
for all your efforts last year and we look
forward to seeing the same in the future.

says it is incredibly hard work, but the
rewards are great. This is an inspiration
to the BTEC’ers as she was in their shoes
only 7 years ago!
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Amy is a National
Champion!
Gryphon student Amy Northam became the
Under 15 girls National Modern Pentathlon
Tetrathlon Champion last month. Modern
Pentathlon involves five disciplines of
swimming, fencing, show jumping, running
and shooting. In Tetrathlon there is no riding
element. Unfortunately due to technical
issues, Amy didn’t find out she had won until
the following day which meant no
presentation. However a few weeks later she
was awarded her medal and trophy by Jamie
Cooke, current World Champion and Rio
Olympics Team GB member.
In October Amy then flew out to Florida to
compete as part of the GB squad for Triathle, a
continuous shoot, swim and run event. Amy
came 7th in the individual, won a team silver
in that event, and bronze in the mixed relay.
She has since been invited to train at Hartbury
Pentathlon with athletes on the talent and
world class podium potential programmes,
and has just been told she’s been placed on
the Gold level of the talent programme for
Pentathlon. Well done Amy!

F: 01935 816992

Extra-Curricular Sport
We have seen a surge in numbers of students
willing to give up their time to attend new and
exciting sporting clubs this term. Sporting
clubs on offer from September have included
the more traditional sports such as netball,
rugby and hockey, as well as contrasting
activities such as martial arts, juggling and
dance, and this wide range of differing clubs
on offer has attracted those that may not have
attended previously.
Our Year 7 and 11 girls hockey teams have
remained unbeaten so far this year, with
excellent performances from Lola Tunnicliffe
and Lucy Wareham in Year 7, and Ellie
Chandler and Emma Reynolds in Year 11
pushing their teams forward. The Year 7 team
have been performing consistently well
enough over the season to be crowned
champions of the Yeovil and District League,
having played 8 games, scored 38 goals, and
conceded just 3 times; an amazing
achievement!
In Year 8 Daisy Parker has been in exceptional
form, and Megan Waller and Rosie Atherley in
Year 9 have been inspirational. Charlotte
Higgs, Hannah Roberts and Millie Neal in Year
10 have guided their team to third place in the
league standings.
The enthusiasm and focus of the Year 9 netball
team has been rewarded with a place in the
upcoming county finals. This enthusiasm has
been mirrored by our female footballers, with
a surge in numbers at our after school club.
The Year 11 girls’ football team, inspired by
the performances of Ellie Chandler, have been
heavily involved in County Cup action.
It was incredible to witness over 100 pupils
from all age groups take part in an early rugby
training sessions on a Thursday after school,
and this popularity has been maintained
throughout the playing season. Stand-out
performers Toby Parsons and Sonny Staunton
in Year 7, as well as Marcus Higgs and Lewis
O’Grady in Year 8.
The Year 9 team, helped by consistently strong
showings from Dylan Henderson, Byron Kadir
and Mason Ridout have developed into a
formidable defensive unit, with their attacking
precision now the focus. Year 10 and 11 have
seen several fiercely competitive fixtures, with
Angus Buckland, Ed Broom, Luke Garland and
Harry Morris epitomising the excellent attitude
of these teams.
In football, the cup runs of some year groups
was ended early, in Year 11’s case the cruellest
way possible; the dreaded penalty shootout.
The unyielding defensive duo of Oliver Hill
and Tom Flechon, allied to some excellent
attacking play, has allowed the Year 9 boys to
progress well in the Dorset County Cup.
Similarly, the Year 7 team, buoyed by the
commanding performances of Toby Elwick and
Douglas McKinnon, have progressed well in
the County Cup, and they await the draw for
the next round.
It is a pleasure for our PE staff to be working
with such wide ranging and committed
students in extra-curricular sporting
activities………long may it continue!

