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2.
WELCOME
Once again our newsletter provides a
myriad of examples of how our students
can experience “life in all of its fullness”
here at The Gryphon School. As I write final
rehearsals are underway for our school
production of “Grease” and for our School
Carol Service in Sherborne Abbey; there is a
real buzz of anticipation amongst all of the
students and staff involved. Since our last
newsletter our students have been on trips
and visits across the country and across the
world. Following a visit by some of our 6th
form students to the Asha Project in the
slums of Delhi over October half term, we
were very pleased to welcome, in
November, Freddie Martin from project who
spoke to our Y7 students about the charity’s
work promoting health and education. The
6th form trip was run in partnership with
Sherborne School for Girls and Leweston
School and was truly a life changing
experience for all concerned.
Looking forward our students will have the
chance to be part of the first TedX event to
be held here in Sherborne on May 9th. The
theme is “Fit for the Future” and there will
“Ted” style talks from students across the
Sherborne Schools and other contributors,
young people and adults, from across the
region. The event will be held at Sherborne
School for Girls and live streamed to venues
across the area, including here at The
Gryphon. Our students can be involved in a
wide range of ways, from contributing to art
exhibitions, to dance performances to
technical support and promotional
activities. Since the Ted organisation is
international this will provide a platform for
our young people that will reach around the
world so this is a very special opportunity. If
you would like to know more about this
event the website is:
https://tedxsherborne.com Our partnership
work with the other schools in Sherborne is
going from strength to strength and is now
enhanced through our work with King
Arthur’s School in Wincanton as well as
many other schools through our Teaching
School status. Professional dialogue
between staff, as well as exciting
opportunities for our students, mean that
we can look forward to 2019 with
confidence that we will develop even
further and provide a truly 10:10 education
here at The Gryphon School.

Nicki Edwards - Headteacher

Gryphon students celebrate
their success at Sherborne Abbey
The Gryphon School held its prestigious
annual Prize Giving in Sherborne Abbey
in Septmber, celebrating the amazing
achievements of Year 11 and 13 students
over the past year. Nearly 120 students,
their families, governors, teachers and
community leaders attended the event,
celebrating success at A level and GCSEs
as well as extra-curricular activities.
Students received a range of prizes
including Subject Awards, Head of Year
Awards and Special Awards. This year
also saw twenty one students receive
their Silver Duke of Edinburgh Awards.
Presenting the awards was The Right
Reverend Karen Gorham, Bishop of
Sherborne. The Bishop spoke about her
life and encouraged students to step
outside of their comfort zone as they take
their next steps in life.
Headteacher Nicki Edwards said “It was
wonderful to celebrate with all these
students today, we are extremely proud
of their hard work and they have all

contributed so much to life at The
Gryphon. Many of the Year 11 students
are staying on in the Gryphon Sixth Form,
whilst others and our Year 13’s are
moving on to further education, training
and employment – we wish them the very
best for all their future endeavours”.
Special mention should go to:
YEAR 11
Highest Academic Achievement at GCSE:
Alexander Macey, Oskar Maitland
Hetty Richards, Hannah Symms
Joshua Tregale
Contribution to School Life Award:
Emily Mitchell, Henry Slocombe
Highest Academic Achievement at
A Level: Leoni Fretwell, Joseph Heath
Callum Henry
Contribution to School Life Awards:
The Lord Digby’s School Award:
Ami Mitchell
The Foster’s School Award:
Jasper Love

School
Uniform
As mentioned earlier in the year,
following feedback from parents,
teachers and governors we have
introduced standard skirts and trousers
as school uniform. The specific skirts and
trousers became compulsory for Year 7
students who started in September 2018
and will now be replacement items for
older students throughout the remainder
of this academic year. These changes will
be compulsory for all Year 7-11
students from September 2019.
The skirts and trousers are produced by
Banner, and are available from Sporting
Classics in Sherborne as well as from
various online stores. The items were
chosen for their quality and durability,
and will ensure students look smart and
presentable for school.
By standardising the uniform we hope to
avoid any confusion for parents when
buying uniform, and ensure consistent
standards across the school. Examples of
the uniform can be seen in the
Conference Centre Reception and on our
website.

Year 13 Speed Networking
Careers Event
On Wednesday 28th November 25
people across a range of careers and
areas of work came into the school to
provide the vital input for our Year 13
Speed Networking Careers Event. They
were joined by some of our final year
students who were able to ask them
about their careers, routes into various
roles, and what they wished someone
had told them when they were at school!
Working with The Rendezvous who have
been behind the Network First program
for several years, The Gryphon School
was able to host this successful careers
event. The Network First event is aimed
at inspiring those who may choose not to
go to university, to show them what
employers in their local community have
achieved.
The employers ranged from members of
all three Armed Forces and Dorset Police,
local employers as varied as Thales,
Oliver’s Coffee Shop, South Western
Railways, Burchell interior design

company and individual business people
from a host of local organisations and
businesses.
Students really enjoyed the opportunity
to speak to people outside of the school
about opportunities and what was
important when being interviewed.
Employers valued the chance to speak to
those young people who would be
entering life outside of school this
coming summer.

We wish to thank Julie Bartle and her
colleagues at The Rendezvous for
making this happen and running the
actual session.
Businesses who would like to know more
about this and other career initiatives at
The Gryphon School should contact the
schools Careers Leader, Mr Steve Martin,
for more info.
Stephen.martin@gryphon.dorset.sch.uk

Battlefields trip

Sherborne Museum
In June this year we were approached by
Sherborne Museum to help conduct
some research on the former students of
Fosters School who contributed, through
fighting, to the First World War. Several
(then Year 9) students were selected to
help carry out this research, spending a
day doing so. To start their research they
were just given the names of the men who had served – this wasn’t a lot and they
were concerned with how much they could get from such little information!
However, the primary evidence available in the museum allowed the students to
quickly piece together the stories of the individuals displayed. They were given
resources such as the Foster’s school magazine, newsletters, photographs and
subject reports. This allowed them to gain an understanding of the individuals
that they were working with. Furthermore, the register books helped us to find
out where many of the men lived and an insight into their families background.
What they found interesting was learning some of the addresses of the men. For
example, Hubert Anstey and Augustus Dodge both lived on Cheap Street whilst
Sidney Pragnell’s family owned the Half Moon Hotel. One of the students who
supported with the research even lives on the same road as one of the old
Fosterians. Many soldiers also went to the local primary schools, including the
Abbey Primary School where Hubert Anstey attended.
On returning to school in September, we were contacted by the Museum who
requested the students participate in their ‘Society, Service & Sacrifice:
Sherborne Remembers the First World War’ event. The information was collated
into a large displayed board (recently displayed in our main reception) which
documented the Fosterian journey through the First World War. On Tuesday 6th
November, Sophie Broom, Esme Eaton and Ben Foote presented the information
in the Digby Hall to a large audience, alongside other guest speakers from the
local area. This event was a huge success and the students from the Gryphon
School were praised for their confidence and maturity. We also received and
email stating “Your three pupils were the best speakers of the whole evening,
they spoke very clearly”.

Grease
wows audiences!

Our school production of ‘Grease’ has been a huge success, with four sell out
evening performances, and more than 1,000 people coming to watch the show!
Students and staff worked incredibly hard, with 73 students involved, including
Tom Forrest as ‘Danny Zuko’ and Georgia Holder as ‘Sandy’. The orchestra,
headed by Musical Director Val Mizen, should also be praised for their
outstanding performance and dedication.
Head of Drama Holly Young said “The standard of performance was truly
exceptional and I am extremely proud of everyone involved”.

3.

On Saturday 20th October a coach of students ranging from Year 8 to 13 departed
for Ypres, Belgium. Along the way we picked up our very informative tour guide, Jon Wort, who
engaged the students from start to finish with his knowledge of the conflict we were going to
commemorate, The First World War.

conflict’s causes took place alongside the
use of gas, the role of women, the formation
of the RAF and trench living.
Possibly the most poignant moment of our
visit was the Menin Gate Last Post ceremony
which takes place every evening at 8pm. The
Menin Gate is a Commonwealth Memorial
with 54,896 names of those who died, but
whose bodies have not been found.
Connecting this visit to Sophie Broom, Esme
Eaton and Ben Foote’s work researching the
Fosterians for the Sherborne Museum gave
us an opportunity to place a wreath at the
Gate and pay our respects.

We were taken to sites such as Lijssenthoek
Military Cemetery, the Ypres Salient known
for battles such as Passchendaele,
Langemark German Military Cemetery, Tyne
Cot cemetery, the Menin Gate and Thiepval
Memorial on the Somme. In several of the
cemeteries we found the relatives of
students who had died in service during the
conflict, this for many of the soldiers was the
first time a family member had visited their
grave.

Finally, as part of our visit to the Somme we
experienced the scale of the Thiepval
Memorial. Similar to the Menin Gate, this
memorial has the purpose of remembering
those who fell at the Somme but whose
bodies have not been found. As part of our
research in the museum we learnt that one of
the Fosterians, James Rintoul, experienced
this battle at the age of 21. Once we had
tracked down Rintoul’s name, all 47 students
and 5 members of staff gathered as our tour
guide helped us to perform a small
ceremony. Two students bravely read out the
poem “For the Fallen” and a cross and poppy
were placed in the centre of the memorial
itself.

As part of the tour the students were
engaged with stories of bravery and
sacrifices whilst being fully informed of the
wider context and nature of fighting during
the First World War. Discussions of the

Many thanks to all of the students who took
part in this memorable visit and a big thanks
to King Arthur’s Steve Phillips and Hayley
Andrews and Gryphon staff, Sanchia Jessup
and Rob Reid for their support.

New Gryphon memorial remembers
Foster’s students lost in WWI
The Gryphon School unveiled a new memorial
this term – the Silent Soldier figure proudly
stood outside the front of the school to mark
100 years since the end of the First World War.
Surrounding it were 22 poppies made by the
school’s Art & Design Department. Each poppy
is dedicated to a student of Foster’s School
who gave their life in WWI. The school held a
special Remembrance Service for staff and
students on Friday 9th November, and the
poppies will now be given to descendants of
those they are dedicated to.
Headteacher Nicki Edwards said “We are very proud of this memorial which will serve as a
reminder of the sacrifice made by students of Foster’s School, which went on to merge
with Lord Digby’s and St Aldhelm’s schools and become The Gryphon as we know it today.
The Gryphon Foundation kindly provided funding for this Silent Soldier, and our Art
Department have done an amazing job creating these beautiful poppies.”

4.
Dominic Stephens

India
Visiting the slums of Delhi
On the 10th of October at 8pm, we set off
on a nine hour flight to India, New Delhi. A
trip we had spent over two years
fundraising for, students from three local
schools took off on a journey to see the
slums of Delhi and assist an incredible
charity called ‘Asha’. Alongside all of our
luggage and gear, the team took 12 bags of
books and games to supply the children
with and a grant of £3000 we’d been
fundraising to donate to a project that
needed financial support.

as “and”, “she”, “it” etc. a lot of the
children were taught only using the
uppercase alphabet and not phonetically.
On day five, we were introduced to the
women and older college students of the
Asha community. An incredible woman
named Sunni gave us a tour of the Kalkaji
slum community, introducing us to the
residents and women who are being
helped with the Asha healthcare system,
maintaining healthy pregnancies and
ensuring proper child healthcare.

Our first day or so in Delhi consisted of
sight-seeing to help us ease into the 5hour ahead jet lag. Whilst in tourist mode,
we came across street sellers from slums
that were selling things to make money. A
little boy, in particular, was selling
gorgeous little elephant keyrings. We’d
managed to buy him completely out of
stock and he was so happy that he nearly
cried, running straight home to tell his
mum. This moment was possibly the
highlight of my trip and made me realize
how the smallest donations that we gave to
anyone, had a big impact that we knew
little about.

We were invited to a high tea by the British
High Commissioner of India where we met
lots of amazing Asha supporters. We ended
our last day with a leaver’s party for all at
the Asha community Centre.
There isn’t one, singular word that can sum
up our experience with Asha. The work that
Doctor Kiran has introduced these past 30
years is truly incredible. Meeting the
people that we did, really enforces the idea
that where you come from does not, and
should not, limit your future.

In the Community Centre we began
teaching the pupils computer skills and
reading. Our children would read us a story
and then type it up, combining skills that
will prepare them for college and further
education and work. I read with an amazing
little boy who only could read words such

Sherborne Area Roadsafe

Sherborne Area Roadsafe is a grassroots
campaign led by parents and supported by
Sherborne Area Schools Trust (SAST), Cllr Jill
Warburton from Sherborne Town Council,
Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service
and Dorset Police in partnership with Dorset
Highways.

In a bid to improve road safety within the
SAST catchment, the Sherborne Area
Roadsafe campaign aims to deliver new road
safety signs designed by primary school
students, and deliver road safety lessons to
children in Years 5&6, amongst other
activities. Here at The Gryphon, we are very
excited to be shortlisting designs to be
located along the A30; at the gateways to
the 20mph zone which services Sherborne
Primary and the Gryphon School and on the
grass verge at Sherborne Fire Station. The
campaign is looking for parents passionate
about road safety to join The Sherborne Area
Roadsafe group.
If you would like further information, please
email Roadsafecampaign19@gmail.com

For the past four years, I’ve been studying BA Public Relations at Bournemouth University,
spending the third year as a placement in the RNLI’s News Room. This summer I graduated
with First Class Honours and have just moved to Oxford for my new job, working at a creative
PR firm called Bottle. In addition to PR, however, I’ve spent the last four years at Bournemouth
pursuing my two biggest passions – TV and politics.
I’ve always been fascinated with TV
production and, with Bournemouth’s
prominence as a media school, wanted to
read from an autocue at some point during
my degree. I ended up hosting dozens of TV
programmes for the TV production students
and the university’s in-house production
company JumpTV, from game shows to kids
programmes, football to film reviews and
even a panel show. I also wanted to try and
target young would-be voter apathy in the
run up to the 2015 General Election and so
created a half-hour documentary called
‘Why Should I Vote?’. For it, I managed to get
exclusive interviews with John Humphrys,
Rev.Richard Coles, Founding President of the
UK’s Supreme Court Lord Phillips, thenEditor of The Sun David Dinsmore and
Leader of the Scottish Conservatives Ruth
Davidson.
Earlier this year, I saw a Netflix documentary
on Michael Dukakis’ 1988 Presidential
Election campaign and was so in awe of his
ethical, liberal political campaigning style –
in stark contrast to the 2016 – I wrote to the
governor and asked to interview him.
Amazingly, he said yes and we had a farreaching hour-long conversation about
everything from his friendship with the
Kennedys to how to campaign effectively to
the issues with Trump. In part, I asked him
about how US Late Night Talk Shows have
become more political over time and
exponentially since Trump took office. This
was for my dissertation on the subject, for
which I also managed to interview (and
bizarrely become quite good friends with)
the head writers of The Late Show with
David Letterman, The Tonight Show with Jay
Leno, The Tonight Show starring Jimmy
Fallon and several others. I had to present

my findings at Bournemouth’s Promotional
Communications Conference. It seemed to
go well in the room – laughs in the right
places – but I was genuinely shocked to find
out I won the prize for the best speech,
receiving full marks. This summer I also
spent three days at the European Parliament
representing the UK with 80 other young
people from all 28 EU (plus Ukraine and
Azerbaijan) at the ALDE Summer Academy.
It’s a yearly event designed to foster
collaboration between young liberals and
democrats across Europe and develop
political ideas and ambitions – several past
attendees have gone onto become MEPs,
Presidents and Prime Ministers. We spent
our time being taught by dozens of MEPs on
how the Parliament operates and what the
future of Europe could be with both Brexit
and elections scheduled next year. At the
end of the conference, we wrote the official
statement together, using the bilateral
negotiation skills garnered from the
previous two days, and the part I wrote "The future of Europe depends on the youth:
by fielding young candidates and educating
future generations we can ensure it not only
survives but thrives” - was chosen as the
opening line.
Without the amazing teachers - particularly
Beth Oxford, Karen Baney, Gareth Marks and
Linda Mumford - and hugely enjoyable,
nurturing atmosphere at The Gryphon, I
doubt I’d have the confidence or skillset to
have even attempted any of the above. I
always look back at my time at The Gryphon
extremely fondly and, though I only spent a
couple of years there, really found it a
transformative experience. So, thank you I'm incredibly grateful!

Katie competes at SW
Young Chef of the Year
Congratulations to Katie who competed in the final of South
West Young Chef of the Year at the weekend. She did brilliantly
and was highly commended on her food and skills. Katie has
been mentored by Head Chef Pete Murt from Rick Stein
Sandbanks, where she spent 3 days in the summer holidays
working in the professional kitchen. She was working in the
pastry section where she was taught and made several dishes
which were served to customers, including chocolate fondant!
Katie is competing again at the Regional Final of Springboard
Future Chef in February too, so good luck Katie!

5.
Eco Club

Carey Camp 2018

Conduit Christmas
Crib Scene
Restoration
Earlier this year the Rotary Club of Sherborne
contacted The Gryphon to discuss the possibility
of restoring the long established Christmas Crib
Scene, which is erected inside The Conduit,
Cheap Street for the Christmas period. The
scene has been displayed for the last forty
years, with some repainting undertaken around
thirty years ago and it was very apparent that
when the painted panels were delivered to the
school, some serious work was needed to bring
the panels back to their former glory. A
particular concern was the complete lack of any
kind of sky over the town of Bethlehem, with
only a rough, five pointed star remaining. All of
the panels had a great deal of flaking paint and
areas of colour and detail missing, so quite a
task lay ahead.
As the original panels had been designed and
painted by a single hand, I decided to undertake
the restoration myself, carefully copying the
previous artist’s style, ensuring a good match to
the original brushwork. All of the panels were
carefully cleaned and then sealed with a clear
varnish to stabilise the surface, ready for the
restoration. Colour mixing was tricky at times, as
the original was painted with a fluidity of
personal style and colour knowledge, though
after a while you become accustomed to the
range of colours and techniques used. I created
a brand new sky and star for the main central
panel, which I feel adds a little more drama to
the completed scene. A special thank you must
go to Mrs Jensen in Textiles who repaired the
costumes of the mannequins of Jesus, Mary and
Joseph and the completed display is currently
on show at The Conduit for everyone to
continue to enjoy for years to come.
Mike Fenton-Wilkinson, Head of Art & Design

Our new intake of Year 7 students had a
fantastic week at Carey Camp this year!
The weather forecast looked promising in
the lead up to the trip, however chilly
evenings were to be expected. Indeed,
cold evenings were what we experienced,
with temperatures gradually increasing as
the week went on. The cold evenings
however were coupled with glorious
sunshine and clear skies during the day,
when students took part in a variety of
activities, aimed at developing teamwork,
leadership and confidence.
Tree climbing, archery, tunnelling and
“bivvie” building were the activities on
offer on the first day of camp. Overall, the
behaviour and attitude of students was
fantastic, with Carey Camp staff
commenting on the respectfulness and
kindness of the groups that attended.
During the evenings, groups took part in
an act of worship session, with our very
own school chaplain, Diane Tregale.
Students then participated in a story
telling activity around the camp fire,
followed by hot chocolate and biscuits!

“bivvie’s”, within the woods of Wareham
Forest. As the sun set and the natural
sounds of wildlife began, students settled
down for the night (with numerous layers
of clothes on). For some, being away from
home was a test in itself, but to camp
outside with a variety of sounds to
accompany them, this was an experience
they would never forget.
The following morning, students were
awoken by the morning songbirds that
call the forest their home. Breakfast was
served, in preparation for another busy
day. On offer on the second day of camp
was orienteering, matrix walk and the
transverse wall. These activities required
a number of skills including
communication, resilience and
reflectiveness. As the day came to an end,
the final task facing our students was to
take down their “bivvie’s” and return
their camping equipment.

The newly formed Eco Club at The
Gryphon has started off the new school
year full of great ideas to make our
school a more environmentally-aware
place. We have put into place plastic, tin,
broken pen and crisp packet recycling,
making a big difference to the amount of
waste sent to landfill. The club have also
taken assemblies about the damage
single-use and poor disposal of plastic
does to wildlife, which helped encourage
students and staff to recycle more.
Christmas can be a time where lots more
waste is produced so Eco Club have
created tips to reduce this, along with
making 100% recyclable wrapping
paper for Sherborne Primary’s Christmas
fair. We will be making homemade
crackers for Christmas too, as a great
alternative. In the New Year we hope to
work towards Green Flag accreditation.
All are welcome to join this club, we
meet on Wednesday lunchtimes in RE2.
Miss Brown and Ms West

An amazing week had by all! Thank you to
all the Gryphon staff that accompanied
students on the trip, without whom this
trip would not have been possible.

One of the most exciting activities that
groups undertook whilst at Carey Camp,
was to build and sleep in their own

Mr Wake - Head of Year 7

DofE & Ten Tors
When people tell me that this is the IT
generation I just smile – because the
Gryphon School Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award Scheme and Ten Tors Challenge
Programme just keeps on growing. Don’t
buy them the latest PS5 or X-Box, buy
them walking boots and watch them
grow! The 2018/2019 cohort saw almost
200 students join the programme with 5
teams entered into the Ten Tors
Challenge for 2019. This year’s Dorset
DofE Summary placed The Gryphon
School as one of the top, if not the top,
DofE programme in the County with the
best completions rate of any public or
private school. That is a tribute to the
character of our students and our
volunteer leaders. New leaders join the
programme each year giving up
weekends to attend training. This
includes seven volunteers training to be
Mountain Leaders which will allow the
school to offer the Three Peaks
Challenge in future years hopefully.
Five trainee mountain leaders spent a

week in the Lake District recently
clocking up Quality Mountain Days on
Helvellyn climbing Striding Edge; Pilar in
a gale, Scafell and Scafell Pike the tallest
Mountain in England.
These volunteers allow us to offer
Bronze for £80, Silver for £100 and Gold
for roughly £280. So a big thank you to
our volunteers and a pat on the back for
the students who keep coming forward.
Mr Cooke
DofE/Ten Tors Challenge Manager

Shoebox Appeal
Thank you to everyone who joined
in with our Shoebox Appeal once
again this year. Between the
school, nursery and St Paul’s
Church, 126 shoeboxes were
wrapped and filled – beating our
previous best of 120! They will
arrive in Bulgaria before Christmas!
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Gryphon goes to Gryffindor!

Author’s visit
Thursday 11th October was a busy day at The
Gryphon with two visiting authors as part of
this year’s Sherborne Literary Festival. The
Schools Programme is funded by the festival
and helps bring students face to face with
famous and local authors. Rob Stevens, who is
a British Airways pilot, flying airbus planes
spoke about his journey into writing children’s
books to the Year 7 students. His latest book
“Lucky Break” is about the death of a brother,
then finding a new friendship. He deals with
the issue in a humorous way and engaged the
students by reading part of a chapter. He also
spoke about ‘Would the Real Stanley Carrot
Please Stand Up?’ a story of an adopted
teenager who is traced by his birth mother,
again dealt with in a sensitive, but light
hearted way. Brenda Bannister, a retired
librarian from Frome spoke to a group of Year
9 students about her book ‘The Tissue Veil’,
which is set in two time periods. The girls in
the story are linked by living in the same
property, but 100 years apart. The stories of
the two girls are similar and they are
connected by a diary. Brenda told students
about how she got her ideas and how long it
took to write the book and finally get it
published.

Little Gryphons
We often hear the words ‘When I grow
up…’ muttered during play at Little
Gryphons. We hear many ideas
forming of the world around the
children and what it is to be grown up.
In the main the stories and themes of
play are of children wanting to ‘save’
and ‘look after’ people by being a
doctor, fireman, teacher or even a
spaceman, because we ‘need to look
after our planet don’t we’.
The new academic year always brings
a sense of togetherness as new
children join the setting. We invest
time in allowing children to explore
one another’s interests and ideas and
this term we have had visits from
parents and carers, who have taken
time out to chat about the job that
they do and how they help others. Our
Little Gryphons have so far enjoyed
meeting a nurse, a dental hygienist
and an occupational therapist.

Gryphon librarian, Julie Hoskins said “It is
always interesting for the students to meet
authors, who are often not as recognisable as
TV stars, but the names are often well known
to the students. The students really enjoyed
the talks and having the opportunity to ask the
authors a variety of questions.”

During the workshop students were granted access to rare and valuable props and
costumes from the Harry Potter series. So rare that only 20 members of staff within the
studio have access to the room. Props shown to the students included the original
cardboard model of Hagrid’s hut, Goblin heads, Hagrid prosthetic head, Dolores
Umbridge full costume and Hagrid’s stunt doubles trousers! Some of the items were
valued at well over £10,000. Students were shown how colours and lighting can affect
the meaning, mood and feel of a set as well as discussing their potential role in the
future of film making. Students were then walked through how set design and props
are created from concept to final outcome and the role that artistic directors and
concepts artists can take within this. Part of the workshop included designing a very
simple hut frontage for a character of their choice. Following the exhibition students
were then allowed time to explore the studio tour and look at the hot sets that were
used in the making of the Harry Potter series. These included the Great Hall,
Dumbledore’s office, the Gryffindor common room and The Hogwarts Express. Students
were also given the opportunity to fly on a broomstick and learn how to duel with a
wand.

Visit to Hinkley B Nuclear Power Station
Year 11 Gryphon students visited Hinkley B nuclear power station in October where
they saw the working power station in action. They took a tour of the facility and
saw the transformers, turbines, control room and reactor. The extremely
knowledgeable staff were challenged to answer some fantastic questions from our
students and highlighted the important features they need to know at GCSE.
Everyone really enjoyed and learned a lot from the fantastic experience.
Miranda Cox, Science

This term the school enjoyed its first Literacy Week, which
ran from 19th-23rd November. The aim of the week was to
promote Literacy across the curriculum, reminding students
that Literacy is part of everything they do, and it isn’t as
boring as they may think (!).

Restart a Heart

On the 16th and 17th October as part of Restart a
Heart day all students in Year 8 took part in an
intensive First Aid session to develop their life
saving skills. Led by trained first aiders all students
practiced CPR, the recovery position and learnt how
to help someone who is choking. Every single
student was superb and the trainers commented on
how impressed they were by the all of the groups
they taught.

October saw 45 Art 3D, Art, Photography and Sixth Form students take a trip to Warner
Brother studios in Watford to experience the Harry Potter tour. Students took part in a
bespoke workshop as well as spending time looking at the props and designs within
the studios.

A child once said ‘When I grow up I
want to be a butterfly’ in the most
enthusiastic way. ‘Of course’ I said,’You
can be anything that you want to be.
Children how do you think it would be
possible to be a butterfly?’. The room
filled with many ideas and led us on to
the West End, ‘Of course, you could be
a butterfly at the theatre’. ‘Yes!!’ said
the child ‘…and make people smile’.
Eiron Worbey-Jones, Nursery Manager

In every subject students enjoyed at least one literacy focused activity, and staff pulled
out all the stops to ensure these were in equal parts engaging, useful and fun. Activities
included an investigation of root words in Science, a synonym challenge in Geography,
and a mathematical terms crossword in Maths. In addition various departments
encouraged their students to work on their reading comprehension skills as well as the
quality of their written communication, using numerous exciting activities to encourage
students to think outside the box. In tutor times too, we spent time considering the
value of Literacy; and all year groups competed in an inter-tutor literacy quiz. The
winners of the quiz were 7PMU, 8MLC, 9ACU and 10CLK who all scored 12 out of 12 in
the tricky test of apostrophes, semicolons and punctuation of speech.
Finally the English department ran a Literacy themed QR code treasure hunt, and the
LRC oversaw an Anagram Challenge which ran at lunch times during the week. All in all
Literacy Week was an enjoyable and enriching week for both staff and students alike.
We look forward to the next one!
Charlotte Kelley - English Teacher and Literacy Coordinator

Sixth Form
Careers & Degree Apprenticeship Fair
Building on the success of last year’s inaugural Careers and Degree Apprenticeship Fair
this is a major event open to all on Wednesday 23rd January 4.30pm to 7.00pm.
Parents of Years 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 and students are welcome to attend from 4.30
onwards. Future careers and opportunities are developing in new and exciting areas.
Changes in technology and in the labour market mean that increasing numbers of jobs
require specific education and training. This Careers Fair will help inspire and develop
awareness of the exciting areas young people may be working in as we head towards
the future. The employer focused event helps students encounter employers and
employees to find out about careers directly from those who do the work. The fast
developing world of Degree Apprenticeships will also be available from some
attending employers and universities. Careers in areas such as Finance, Law,
Engineering, Health Care, Accountancy, Motor Vehicle, Cybersecurity, TV/Media
Production and all three Armed Forces plus many others show there is something for
everyone at this event. Contact the Gryphon School Careers Leader, Mr Steve Martin,
stephen.martin@gryphon.dorset.sch.uk

We thought you'd like to
know that, due to his
performance last
weekend, Ethan is now
National U20 Windsurf
Champion in the RS:X
class, which is the
Olympic class. He has a
big cup to show for it.

Sixth Form
Open Evening
On the 8th November we had our Sixth
Form Open Evening. It was a record
year in terms of attendance, with
students from 28 different schools
coming and visiting. It was great to
meet so many students in Year 11, at
The Gryphon and at different schools
and for them to start the process of
thinking through what is going to be
best for them next year. With a total of
38 courses on offer at The Gryphon,
there is a lot to think through. It was
lovely to hear such positive
descriptions of our school –
particularly our teachers and students
who all represented the school
superbly. Applications for the Sixth
Form are open and the deadline for
applications is the 7th January 2019,
so we look forward to reading your
application soon!

Henry is appointed – HM LordLieutenant’s Cadet for Dorset

Student Henry Slocombe has been appointed HM Lord-Lieutenant’s
Cadet for Dorset, and received the award at Kingston Maurward
College recently. His citation from the Army Cadet Force states:
“Cadet Serjeant Henry Slocombe’s development whilst in the ACF has
been most impressive; growing into a mature, confident and wellrounded young man. His hard-working and reliable nature along with
his enthusiasm has played a central role in assisting Sherborne
detachment to grow and flourish into the successful detachment it is
today.Henry’s commitment to the ACF is absolute: any time there is an
event in the local community or indeed any kind of opportunity to get
involved in something new, his name will always be first on the list.
His calm approach to life is a positive influence and rubs off on those
around him, particularly the younger cadets.” Congratulations Henry
on this well-deserved award!

Connor’s Kickboxing Success in Jamaica
Connor competed the ISKA British Championships held in North Solihull, winning the Cadets +69KG
category and the -86KG men’s light contact competition thus becoming British Champion and
Qualifying for the World Championships being held in Jamaica. Arriving in Jamaica the British Team
had to compete against 13 other countries, Connor fought extremely well and won the Cadet
division, becoming World Champion and winning Gold, he then fought in the men’s coming third
after an extremely challenging fight which ended in a split decision.
On the final night there were team events and Connor was selected to fight in the men’s section
winning his fight convincingly, however the team came second losing narrowly to Jamaica 3-2.
Lennox Lewis (3 times World Heavy weight Champion) also came along to meet the Team and
attend the fight. He watched with great interest and awarded Connor ‘Fighter of the Evening’ and
chatted with him at great length. Connor has been Kickboxing since the age of 4 and attain his
Blackbelt at the age of 16, he now coaches at his club and continues to compete.

Alumni

NHS Debate
The debate and discussion of topical
issues should be a key part of any
education, and this opportunity was
afforded the Gryphon Sixth Form when
we were invited to partake of a panelstyle debate of the nuance of NHS
investment. The issue put to the floor was
that of spending priorities within the
health sector, between front-line
treatment or longer-term research and
development, a subtle debate which
encouraged us to consider in greater
depth the issues of sustainability and
future-proofing, as well as the ethical
implications of decisions taken in this
particular sector of our society.
I personally had the enormous pleasure
and privilege of chairing the debate,
which involved a panel of nine excellent
speakers whose combined eloquence of
oration and depth of knowledge made the
discussion both engaging and complex.
Having heard the arguments proposed by
the panel members, the floor was invited
to put across their concerns and
considerations for the comment of the
panel, whose rebuttals and replies were
almost always skilful, and even answered
the question on occasion!
Despite a quasi-parliamentary
atmosphere which was at times
confrontational (though only ever to a
healthy extent), the general consensus
held that this debate gave an opportunity
for all of us to critically consider the
different approaches on offer, and this
chair heard nothing but positive reaction
to the idea as a whole. Thus it is without
reservation that I for one, and indeed
(perhaps presumptuously) on behalf of
the majority, commend the concept and
implementation of a topical and studentled debate. To surmise the common
sentiment with regard to this format:
encore!
Oskar Maitland, Year 12

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKEDIN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’
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Sport
Bea’s Pistol Success
Well done to Gryphon student Bea
who competed at the South West
Schools Pistol Championships in
October. There were over 50
competitors in her age group and she
made it through to the final, and came
a brilliant 8th place! She was also
invited to join the South West Pistol
Squad!

Sports-mark Silver Award
The Gryphon School is extremely proud to
announce that we have received the School
Games Sports-mark Silver Award for last year.
This shows how many pupils participated,
lead, officiated and coached in sport over the
year. A fantastic achievement!

Outstanding performances
Great news for Georgie Paine (Yr10) who
recently competed at a Level 2 Swimming
meet in Bournemouth. She did incredibly
well PBing in 5 out of 7 events and coming
away with 2 gold (50&100m fly), 1 silver and
2 bronze medals. Well done Georgie!

Sports Leaders
Our Level 1 and 2 sports leaders have made a
great start to their first half term. We have 39
students completing the Level 1 course and
21 students completing the Level 2 course.
All students have started to complete their
paperwork and begun to prepare for
upcoming leadership events. Good luck to
our Year 13 level 2 sports leaders who are
running a Kingball tournament for Year 7s on
Friday 23rd November.

Gymnastics
We had our first gymnastics competition of
the year on Sunday 18th November at
Rossmore Leisure Centre. Holly Kemp,
Imogen Kimber, Ebony Broks, Niamh Edghill,
Isabelle Brokenshire, Louis Parker, Rebecca
Ransome, Abigail Hughes, Laura Jones and
Livvy Petherick all competed in the Dorset
Gymnastics Tumbling competition. They all
showed control, fluidity, and determination
in their difficult tumbles. Both our Year 8
girls and Year 7 mixed squad came second
overall which is a fantastic achievement.

Girls Rugby
Introduced this year, our Girls Rugby club has
taken off spectacularly in the first term. With
special thanks to Sam Cload from the RFU,
the girls have been training every
Wednesday after school, improving their

knowledge of the game and rapidly
increasing their skill level. The PE
department are so impressed with the effort
and attitude of the girls, who turn up in their
numbers every week. The Year 7 and 8 girls
have their first ever match next week, taking
on an experienced King Arthur’s side. We
have no doubt they will perform superbly
and have loads of fun!

finals! Our Sixth Form hockey team played
their first fixture against Yeovil College this
term. The mixed team fought hard showing
some incredible skills. After an hour of
running around the students were exhausted
but delighted as they won 4-3! The boys have
taken on the challenge of Hockey this year,
playing games against Holyrood, and gaining
valuable playing experience.

Netball

Rugby

It has been a busy start of the year for the
Gryphon Netballers. We have had all of our
County tournaments for Years 8-13, and have
had lots of successes. The Year 12/13 and
Year 11 teams came a respectable 5th place
in the whole of North Dorset, all playing in
cold and wet weather! The Year 8 and 9 team
had a fantastic tournament for a newly
established team, where they played with
resilience and flare in wet and cold
conditions to come a respectable 4th place,
missing out by 3 points to qualify for the
next round. Our regular netball fixtures start
after the Christmas break, so look out for the
fixtures list in January. Our final tournament
this side of Christmas was another wet and
windy afternoon in Bournemouth with the
sixth from team, who came 3rd overall in a
16-21 year old competition, with their best
result coming against Bournemouth
University!

As always Rugby has been a main feature for
the boys this side of Christmas. They have
had lots of friendly games, as well as games
within the Natwest cup. All the year groups
showed determination and resilience over
the season, with some stand out
performances from Oliver Stretton, Jake
Parkinson and Ed Pattle in Year 8, Andrew
Stephenson, Dylan Henderson and Chris
Reed, all of whom have not only displayed
their talents in their Year 11 games, but have
also been called up and excelled in the 6th
form rugby team, and finally Luke Garland,
Harry Vines-Booth and Jasper Hodgson who
have played their last games with us at The
Gryphon as Year 13’s, and will be sorely
missed on the pitch next year.

Hockey
It has been another successful Hockey
season for the girls and boys at the Gryphon
school. The Year 7, 8 and 9’s girls have all
made it through to the Yeovil and District
finals, taking on the best teams in Somerset.
The girls worked their socks off in finals,
battling against really tough opposition in
pouring rain and gale force winds. Despite
this, the Year 7’s and 8’s came a fantastic 3rd
in the Yeovil and District league, and the Year
9’s won the competition for a third year in a
row. There must be a special mention for Lola
Tunnicliffe of Year 9 who scored 5 out of the
6 goals for the team to help them win the

Boys Football
Although it is not officially football season at
school, we have had some fantastic
competitive performances from the boy’s
teams. The Year 7 and 8’s had a winning start
to the National Cup, progressing through to
round 3 after a series of successful games.
Both teams came across some tough
opposition in the 3rd round, eventually
bowed out of the competition having given
their all. The Year 9 Boys Football team made
an impressive start to the National and
County Cups facing strong opposition in both
competitions. With players showing
individual flair and creativity the goals kept
on coming. Eventually they came up against a
very talented side and lost out in Round 3.
The Year 7 indoor footballers have proved

themselves as a force to be reckoned with,
winning the North Dorset Indoor
competition, progressing on to the Regional
Finals after the Christmas break. The Sixth
Form football team are beginning to form a
strong core around the likes of creative
midfielders Isaac Storey and Kharn
Kaniewski, the commanding Reagan Tailby
and tenacious midfielder Sam Yeo. The boys
fared particularly well in their initial outing,
defeating local rivals Gillingham, before
being overcome against a well organised and
extremely talented Thomas Hardye team in
the Dorset Cup.

Girls Football
Once again, Girls Football at The Gryphon has
been a huge success. The Year 7 and 8 team,
made it to the 4th round of the National Cup;
eventually losing 2-1 to a very strong
Glenmoor Academy team. They played some
brilliant football throughout the tournament
and beating Millfield 3-0 in the previous
round was a particular highlight. Year 7’s
Ruby White has been highly praised by her
teammates and opponents, gaining
consecutive Player of the Match awards for
her speed and tenacity in the midfield.
Captained by Sophie Garcia, the Year 9 and
10 team have enjoyed equal achievements,
making it to the 3rd round of the National
Cup where they eagerly await a crunch tie
with Gordano School. The girls have been
consistently attending training on a Thursday
lunchtime week in, week out and are clearly
reaping the benefits on the pitch! The Sixth
Form Girls Football team have been nothing
short of phenomenal this term. Captained by
Ellie Chandler, they have played some
fantastic, free flowing football. They have
twice competed at the Dorset FA Festival
Tournament, coming 2nd in October and then
winning the entire competition most recently
in November. They fought off tough
competition from five other schools in the
Dorset area and are looking forward to
defending their crown after Christmas.
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