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2.
WELCOME
The Autumn Term is always a time of
change as we welcome new students and
staff in September and bid farewell to
some of our students at our Prizegiving
who are taking their next steps in their
education. This year the Autumn Term
has also been tinged with sadness as we
received the news that two of the
Governors who had been instrumental in
shaping The Gryphon School had died.
David Smart was Chair of our Governors
from June 2017 until last summer, before
that he had served as a governor for well
over 10 years. David was a
mathematician, maths teacher and
Director of Studies at Sherborne boys who
joined our Governing Body on his
retirement. David’s eye for detail and
support for our SEND department was
invaluable; as Chair of Governors he
provided steady leadership as we became
part of SAST. Margaret George was a
Governor when The Gryphon School was
founded until June 2017. Margaret was a
frequent member of our interview panels
for new staff and could really spot
potential in candidates. Margaret had a
real passion for reading and literature and
ensured that the school promoted the
effective use of its LRC whilst also being
the link to our English department.
Margaret also offered real pastoral
support to a range of staff including the
previous Headteachers, Chris Shepperd
and Steve Hillier.

Students celebrate success at Prize
Giving in Sherborne Abbey
Sherborne Abbey was host to a
magnificent evening celebrating student
success as we held our annual prize
giving ceremony for last year’s Year 11
and 13 students.

A huge range of achievements were
recognised in the ceremony, including
awards for subjects, academic
achievement, contribution to school life,
and personal achievement where
students have excelled despite difficult
circumstances.

Nearly 150 students received awards
during the evening, and the Abbey was
full to capacity as parents and family
joined the students to celebrate their
achievements.

Former Year 13 student Tom Forrest
delivered an outstanding solo
performance of the song ‘My Way’ and
was also recognised with The Foster’s
School Award for his contribution to
school life, as well as receiving awards in
drama and music.

Professor Robert Sinden from Imperial
College London was the guest speaker
and presented the awards. In his address
he advised students to understand
themselves and find a job that makes
them happy, and ensure that every new
job provides a new experience or
challenge. He told them that employers
know that academic achievement isn’t
everything, and that any setbacks should
be met with resilience.

Highest academic achievement in Year 13
went to Stuart M and Ella S, and in Year
11 to Manuel B, Katherine D, Aditya R,
Chloe W and Harry Y.

Remembrance

The role of Governor is very important in
every school. If you would like to be part
of the governing body here please do not
hesitate to let us know so that if vacancies
arise we have your details.
I hope that you enjoy reading this
Newsletter as it demonstrates the real
breadth of opportunity that is here at The
Gryphon School. The commitment of our
staff is second-to-none and I am very
grateful for all that they offer to our
school community.

Nicki Edwards - Headteacher

The Gryphon School held its annual
Remembrance Service with members of
the Old Fosterians, including the Town
Mayor and County Councillor John
Andrews, on November 11th. We were
delighted to welcome former student

Kitt Thomas-Peter as our visiting
speaker. Kitt is now serving in the RAF
with the rank of Flying Officer and he
described to the congregation what his
role as Deployed Air Movements officer
at Brize Norton entails. Kitt also
explained the importance of
Remembrance to our nation and to
serving personnel.
The roll of honour was read by Old
Fosterian Mr Love who reminded us that
at the time of the outbreak of the First
World War there were only 60 students
enrolled at Foster’s School, but that over
120 Old Fosterian’s saw action in the
War, 22 of them making the ultimate
sacrifice.

Christmas
Shoebox
Appeal
The Gryphon community will be helping
to spread some Christmas cheer in
Bulgaria again this year. Eighty four
brightly wrapped shoeboxes crammed
with gifts are now on the way to
orphanages, teenagers in 'safe houses'
who would otherwise be at risk of being
trafficked, and the poorest and most
marginalised people in Roma
Communities. Some tutor groups made
joint boxes whilst some students
generously donated whole boxes they
had made. Thank you to everyone who
contributed to this wonderful initiative.

Pictured: Sadie, Emillie and Harriet
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National
Enterprise
Challenge Final
In July four Year 10 students, Oli B, Izzy F-B,
Emmie M and Katie S travelled to Wembley
where they competed in the National
Enterprise Challenge Final. The four
students won this opportunity after
competing against the rest of Year 10 on
Business & Enterprise Day in the summer
term, and fighting off competition from their
peers to be selected as the most
enterprising team the Gryphon has to offer.
The challenge posed to students this year
was to come up with a concept, as well as
marketing materials, budget and
presentation, for a community event
encouraging more women to participate in
football. This came in the midst of the
incredibly exciting Women’s World Cup, and
so all students were excited by the
opportunity to come up with their own
ideas. Oli, Izzy, Emmie and Katie came up
with ‘Fair Play’: a roadshow event that would
travel between local primary schools
teaching football skills in fun and different
ways, for example slip-and-slide, paintball,
and zorb football.

Carey Camp
On the wettest and windiest week of September this year, Year 7 were shipped off to Carey
Camp for the Gryphon School’s annual transition event. It was a challenging week for all
involved. There were a variety of testing activities such as building your own outdoor shelter,
tunnelling and tree climbing. It is always pleasing to see students who, several weeks ago, did
not know each other, screaming words of encouragement and supporting those who were
more nervous about the activities. It is always a relief when these activities run smoothly and
this was down to the maturity of students. Though Mr Baker ended up as a casualty due to a
football related incident!
Whilst the weather did not permit any to sleep in their shelters, the staff at Carey Camp were
extremely impressed with the building quality and effort put in to making the shelters a home
from home. I believe all were still standing in the morning! Behaviour was excellent and
allowed for some brilliant evening entertainment, hosted by the tutors and other staff who
supported. A real standout was the Carey Camp’s Got Talent, which took place around a
warming fire.
I hope that all would agree that Carey Camp has helped our Year 7’s to create memories and
build new friendships, which will remain with them for their time at the Gryphon School
and beyond.
Joe Baker, Deputy Head of Year 7

At Wembley, our fantastic four had to
compete against around 200 other schools
from across the country, producing and
delivering a slick “Dragons Den”-style
presentation of their ideas and materials to
a panel of business professionals and
experts; in which, despite nerves, they
absolutely excelled. Unfortunately the four
were not lucky enough to progress to the
final 10 on the day, however they all really
enjoyed the experience of presenting to
business professionals and visiting the
legendary Wembley stadium. Oli, Izzy,
Emmie and Katie had a fantastic day at
Wembley, and really benefited from the
amazing opportunity of participating in this
national event. The final was hosted by two
members of dance-troupe Diversity, and
judged by ex-“Dragon” and entrepreneur
Theo Paphitis, whom we all enjoyed seeing
‘in the flesh’ as well!
Special thanks must go to Steph Rann, our
PSHEE coordinator, for organising such a
brilliant opportunity for the whole of year
10 on B and E Day, and to all the other staff
and students who helped our superb
finalists to prepare for their final pitch and
produce something to be truly proud of.

Community Road Safety Event
The Gryphon School hosted a Community Road Safety Event recently to celebrate new road
signs near SAST schools in the Sherborne area. The event was attended by school children
and their parents from six SAST schools, Sherborne Town Councillors and our sponsors.
Dorset and Wiltshire Fire Service and Dorset Police attended with information stalls and
interactive activities to raise awareness of road safety in the community. Dorset Roadsafe
and the No Excuse teams were in the area all day enforcing safe driving close to schools.
By Charlotte Kelley
Congratulations to Max in Year 8 who
received his Chief Scout Gold Award

Tech-free
Tuesdays in the
LRC
For the past year on Tuesday lunchtimes we
have asked students to put away their
phones and tablets and instead play games,
as we had noticed they often sit on their
phones and don’t talk to each other.
We have a selection of games, but Uno is the
most popular. It has been lovely seeing the
students enjoying the games and we are
now finding students playing games on
other days as well!
Julie Hoskins, LRC Manager

4.
Literacy Week

This year’s Literacy Week was a great
success. Running from Monday 25th-Friday
29th November, the week saw students and
teachers alike realising the importance of
Literacy across the curriculum and having
fun with words.
In every subject, students engaged with at
least one Literacy ‘chunk’, with staff
working hard to ensure these were both
useful and enjoyable. Activities included
key word word-searches in Computing,
acronym challenges in Design and
Technology, work with synonyms in
Geography, a variety of interesting wordthemed tasks across Modern Foreign
Languages, and lots more besides.

Eco
Club

As well as this, there was also a secret word
of the day each day, which staff had to
stealthily input into their lessons for
students to guess. Secret words ranged
from ‘homogenous’ to ‘spoon’ so posed a
real challenge to get into lessons; but our
students were ever observant, and several
managed to identify the word each day!
There was also an inter-tutor quiz, tutor
time literacy activities and games, and an
around-the-school literacy scavenger hunt
in social time.
The week was a great success, with the
whole school community finding it both
fun and enriching.
Charlotte Kelley, English Teacher
and Literacy Coordinator
As part of the Gryphon School’s work with
Operation Future Hope, members of the
Eco Club visited Sherborne Girls School to
collaborate with their eco club and see the
planting work they have already
established. We were pleased to hear that
they have many of the same problems we
do, and would be keen to work together in
the future to solve them. The wildflower
meadow looked amazing, and the area left
to grow behind the Oxley Sports Centre
inspired us to trial the same in the grass
areas around the English department. We
are hoping to get started on planting our
field this November, and are excited to be
improving the biodiversity of our site.

India 2020
Planning for the India trip 2020
to volunteer with Asha in a Delhi
slum is getting off to a strong
start. We met Freddie Martin
(Associate Director of Asha) and
Tushar, a young man helped by
Asha at Sherborne Girls School.
We learnt more about Asha and
were inspired by Tushar’s story –
from the slums of Delhi, playing
on the railway tracks with no
shoes and getting dengue fever,
Tushar is now in his final year
studying history at the University of Delhi. Anna P (Year 13) who has just returned
from Delhi said the project gave her perspective, and shared what she had learned
and gained. This visit has left us even more excited and committed about the project
and the difference they make to children lives. Coming up soon are a fundraising
fashion show and a curry night.

In November, 36 A Level English Language
and Literature students headed up to
London for a day of interesting and
insightful workshops, tours and sightseeing.
We began our day at the British Library,
where Language students learnt about
regional language variation in an engaging
talk by one of the country’s leading experts
in British accents and dialects. Meanwhile
Literature students attended a workshop on
the Women’s Liberation Movement, to
broaden their contextual knowledge of
resistance movements through history. Both
groups also enjoyed touring the Library
itself, especially the John Riblat Treasures
Gallery where they were amazed to see
letters written by Queen Victoria, and
original manuscripts by Charlotte Bronte.
After lunch, we headed across London to Dr
Johnson’s House. Dr Johnson was an English
writer who contributed to multiple fields of
English literature, as a poet, playwright,
essayist, biographer, editor, and
lexicographer. His 1755 dictionary was the
first comprehensive dictionary of the
English language. At his house on Gough
Square students learnt about Johnson’s life
and works, and participated in a range of
activities related to his dictionary. They also
toured the house, and took particular
pleasure in dressing up in all manner of
18th Century fancy dress costumes!
The final stop of the day was the South
Bank, where students were able to soak up
some London culture wandering around
some of London’s most famous sights.

English Trip
to London

Exploring Bit Pit
In October, Year 9 made the trip across the Severn Bridge to explore Big Pit, a coalmine in
South Wales, as part of their studies into the development of Industrial England. Sporting
fetching headgear, the students travelled underground to get a sense of the life of a coal
miner. Led by a group of wonderful guides, including ex-miners, Year 9 were able to explore
the depths of the pit, travelling down the shaft of the mine and into the low ceiling tunnels
below. As part of their lessons, Year 9 have been looking at the horrific conditions early
miners had to endure in order to survive and provide their families with a small income. It
was clear that whilst ducking down and exploring the mine, many students began to
empathise with the men, women and children who had experienced the pitch-black
darkness. They questioned the reasoning for such poor, cramped conditions and were
shocked at the dangers of sparks and potential explosions. Each tour provided a different
insight into the past, as well as the chance to see, touch and experience the past up close,
providing a unique experience for all. Students were also able to see the development in
the mine, working their way through the museum and seeing the technological
developments made before the closure of the mining industry in Britain. Whilst the journey
was long, Year 9 were excellent and clearly enjoyed the experience of getting in amongst
history to discover what life was like in search for “black diamonds”.
Sanchia Jessup, History

Autumn Concert

The Autumn Concert was on Thursday 14th November and was a wonderful
success. There were performers from Years 7 all the way to 13. We heard a
beautiful rendition of some musical theatre numbers, Telemann by our Sixth Form
baroque ensemble and some extremely well performed solos on recorder, vocals
and guitar. It was a wonderful evening for all our music students - old faces, new
faces and supported by friends and family. We even had the introduction of the
staff choir for their first ever performance with their version of “You are the
Reason” by Callum Scott.
Natalie Wilshire, Music Teacher

Robotics Day

Also in attendance was Trisha Walker, County
DofE Manager and Headteacher Nicki Edwards
who presented the awards. Outstanding
achievement Awards were presented to
Charlotte W (Bronze), Alex S (Silver), Will O
(Gold) and Will C (Ten Tors).

More than 400 people attended the
presentation evening, which saw over 150
students receive recognition for their Bronze,
Silver and Gold Awards, as well as the five
teams that entered the Ten Tors Challenge
2019. Guest Speaker, Lieutenant Colonel CMJ
d’Apice RIFLES, SO1 Ten Tors, gave a
presentation on the history and importance of
the Ten Tors Challenge, which sees teams of
students navigate routes of 35/45/55 miles
across Dartmoor, visiting ten checkpoints
(Tors) in just under two days.

Geoff Cooke, Gryphon teacher and DofE/Ten
Tors Challenge Manager said, “We were
delighted to celebrate the hard work and
achievements of these students over the last
year. The amount of hours they put in to
training and volunteering is phenomenal and
the skills they learn through DofE and Ten Tors
will stand them in good stead. Teamwork,
resilience, determination and commitment are
highly sought after skills that will assist them
in their future careers”.

Royal Engineers Visit The Gryphon
As part of Army Engagement week commencing 7th October 2019, the Gryphon School were
fortunate to gain support from the Royal Engineers to deliver a series of session with students
from Years 10, 11 and the Sixth Form on Friday 11th October 2019.
Students took part in a range of STEM-based
activities including creating a range of electric
circuit boards, tabletop bridge building,
recreating Leonardo Da Vinci’s self-supporting
bridge and learning from Cpl Liam Toban, and
Mitchell Brown from the Royal Engineers what
STEM opportunities and careers the army can
offer students.

The competition was very close and all
teams performed very well however, Dima
S, Ella W-M and Nikola R were the team
with the most points after completing all
of the challenges and therefore the overall
winners on the day.

Pete Williams, Head of Computing

In October we held our annual Duke of
Edinburgh and Ten Tors Awards Presentation
Evening. The school is now the biggest state
school provider of DofE training in Dorset,
with more students enrolling and completing
the awards than any other school.

Sainsburys staff members Dawn Hollings
who did the Ten Tors Challenge in the early
1980s and Maureen Dave who completes
her DofE Award in the 1960s with students
from The Gryphon.

Year 8 students enjoyed a day of hands-on
robotics in a workshop run by
Bournemouth University. Students had fun
building their very own Lego Mindstorms
robot from scratch, before programming
them to move around a track, navigate
obstacles and win points for their team by
completing various challenges.

The workshops are part of the university’s
STEM outreach project, encouraging young
people to consider future careers in
engineering and programming.

Gryphon Students
celebrate DofE Awards

5.

Flynn receiving the calculator he won
at Sixth Form Open Evening

It was a very useful insight into the range of
STEM careers in the armed forces generally
and helped raise awareness of the breadth of
work and the many countries that the Army
works in both for humanitarian relief as well
as supporting our NATO and other allies in
their peacekeeping work.

6.

Chloe’s on a
winning streak!
Year 8 student Chloe P had a busy
summer, scooping a number of awards
for animal handling, alongside her
Jersey cow Tara. Named Champion at
the Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show,
she beat over 20 competitors of all
ages to clinch the title. In September
she competed at an event in Romsey
in Essex and was named Junior Dairy
Champion and Dairy Showmanship
Champion. She is now looking forward
to her next competition where,
alongside Tara, they will compete
against international competitors!

Little Gryphons
We are stepping into winter with excitement
as ‘Jack Frost’ starts to make his appearance
on the cold and frosty mornings! Our Little
Gryphons have been so busy of late, with lots
of exciting activities taking place. We recently
visited Winstone’s in Sherborne to meet
author Rachel Bright as she released her new
book ‘The Way Home for Wolf’. We love
Rachel’s books and this week we have
developed the story further with a ‘The Way
Home for Wolf’ story sack to use during group

time together. We are lucky enough to have
Castle Gardens on the doorstep so have many
visits booked to go and see their award
winning Christmas display , and we have also
visited Abbey View Care Home in Sherborne
for story time. We will be joining them again
in the coming weeks for Christmas craft
activities, our time with the residents is
invaluable and the children really enjoy it.
Eiron Worbey-Jones

Dance Live
On Tuesday 12th November, over 90
students across all years auditioned
to be in the cast of our Dance Live
performance. Dance Live is a new
event, which fuses dance and theatre with all aspects of digital
technology. The event challenges schools to embrace today’s
digital culture by creating a performance piece which is largely
dance-based. Dance Live wants schools to be highly creative,
developing an original piece of work using video and sound on
a large LED screen. Our chosen theme for this year is exploring
the extraordinary expedition between friends Joe Simpson and
Simon Yates. Congratulations to all who successfully gained a
place, including Lewis W (Year 11) and Barney G (Year 9) who were cast as our lead
roles. All involved are now working hard to rehearse the piece ready for the competition
on Friday 14th February.

The Lion King
On the 20th November, fourteen lucky Year 9 students had a school trip up to Bristol.
The first thing we did was go around M-Shed, exploring Bristol’s history, which was
quite fascinating. Then after some lunch in the centre of Bristol it was time to see The
Lion King. That was my favourite part, it was phenomenol! On behalf of all the people
who went, I would like to thank the school for letting us go, and especially Miss Williams
and Miss Young for chaperoning us.
Hannah F (Year 9)

Business Enrichment Trip

In November we went to Clarks Village and Yeo Valley. At Clarks Village we got to design our
own shoes and they showed us exclusive things such as the café and the new shoes coming out
next year. They looked really nice. They also showed us how everything is made, I learnt that
the process takes two years.
In Yeo Valley we got to see the cows and the milking parlour. Yeo Valley went through the
marketing process with us and we even got to taste some of their products like kefir. Overall
the day was really good and I learnt a lot.
Emillie-Grace, Year 8

Harvest

Pictured: Rosie and Daisy

Our Harvest donations were gratefully received by The Lord's Larder and Sherborne
Foodbanks who continue to work tirelessly to provide provisions for those who would
otherwise go hungry. 619 food items were donated this year. The foodbanks send
thanks to everyone who contributed something to our Harvest appeal.

7.

Sixth Form

Sixth Form
Open Evening

Building pathways
The Gryphon
Sixth form
provides an
enriched
curriculum
At the Gryphon Sixth Form students
have Wednesday afternoons to
pursue an enrichment course of their
choosing.

In November we hosted our Sixth Form
Open Evening. We had a fantastic
attendance from our current Year 11
students as well as lots of students from
local schools and even students from
further afield. It was a great evening and
it was lovely to see so many

enthusiastic students and parents
discussing their futures with our
amazing teachers. We look forward to
receiving students’ applications in the
next few weeks, with the deadline being
the 10th January 2020.

Mental Health Update
As part of our involvement in The Discovery Project [outlined in our last newsletter]
three members of the team have been in to school to deliver a two-day Peer-to-Peer
course for our Year 12 Peer Mentors.
The students were involved in a range of activities to develop their role as a mentor,
which included topics based on active listening, empathy, boundaries and reflection. The
students also micro-taught each other on allocated topics and the trainers were very
impressed with the maturity, engagement and understanding of the role the mentors
have. The experience has empowered the group to be even more effective as mentors to
younger students within school.
The team are also very keen to deliver the work again next year, using the current
mentors as trainers of the new cohort of students, which will be another exciting
development of their work.

This year students can choose
between decorating the Common
Room with art murals, creating a rock
band, completing MOOCs, helping
students at Sherborne Primary school
with their reading to a variety of
sports. This ensures that every single
student has a broad and balanced
curriculum.
Annette says “Enrichment at the
Gryphon Sixth Form allows me to still
pursue an area which I have an
interest in without having to take an
A level in it. Painting the art mural
allows me to enjoy a pursuit I really
enjoy, after a day of academic
lessons, alongside others with a
similar interest.”
Skye who is doing a Photography
workshop said “I have enjoyed
learning how to use the studio with
soft boxes, spotlight and gel lighting.
We have also looked at how to use
photoshop to edit photos. I have
really enjoyed the course.”
This alongside the prefect system,
peer mentoring, the massively
popular Duke of Edinburgh
programme and varied work
experience opportunities mean that
students do not just leave with
academic success, but well-rounded
students with a range of experiences
and interests on which to draw upon.

The Sixth Form has been busy building on
our already well-established links with
universities and employers. We are
inviting in local universities, employers
and specialists in their field to discuss
their area of specialism. Already this year
we have had talks from the Business
School at Exeter University, the History
department at Southampton and the
Media department at Bournemouth
University. Dr Allen, who used to design
and work in nuclear energy plants in the
UK, came into discuss the Chernobyl
disaster and how nuclear power plants are
designed and the use of them in helping
to move towards a carbon free economy.
Dr Satchell from Winchester University
came in and gave a lecture about
psychopaths. Harmony E in Year 12 wrote
the following, “It was well informed and
interactive. He was energetic and clearly
passionate about the topic. He shared lots
of information, which will be useful for
the current year 13s and for the year 12s
in their future study. The talk was
extremely interesting and he presented a
range of facts, which were surprising. For
example, 16% of prisoners are
psychopaths. I learned that most people
inhibit psychopathic tendencies but most
are not obvious or anything to worry
about”.
Hannah Thompson, a midwife who works
with Medicines sans Frontieres come in to
discuss the charity’s work in conflict areas
which was of great interest to our
geographers and students going into
study medical related courses. She went
through her experience of working in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the
obstacles they face, and the importance
of their work – it was a truly inspiring and
honest talk. Lewis Dartnell, from
Westminster University author of
“Origins: How the Earth made us” came in
to discuss Astrobiology. This was a
fascinating lecture documenting an
unusual application of biology and the
importance of it in space exploration.
We feel that these opportunities of
getting speakers into the Sixth Form
enable our sixth form students to get a
wide range of expertise and support them
with their future pathway, and look
forward to having many more over the
course of the year.

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKEDIN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’
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Sport

Rugby

Girls Rugby

Football

The Year 7 Rugby team were simply superb in
their first season as a team representing The
Gryphon School. They worked really hard
during their PE lessons and at afterschool
rugby sessions honing their skills and
developing as a cohesive unit. It was great to
see so many players wanting to get involved
and with a squad of over 25 to choose from,
team selection each week was really tough.
Regardless of who played, each and every
individual kept on getting better and better.
The highlight of the season was the
convincing win against Blandford where the
boys put together a stunning performance
and scored a textbook try in the corner after
passing the ball through the hands to the
winger. A great set of results for the team and
I know they are all looking forward to next
year. Huge success this term for our Year 8
boys, showing commitment both on and off
the pitch! The rugby team have produced
some great performances, most notably a
fantastic 42-15 win over Blandford! As ever,
the Year 9 boys approached the rugby season
with incredible enthusiasm, and with a real
desire to develop their play. An early win
against local rivals Sherborne Boys School
emphasised the talent we have in the team,
and although the boys came up short against
very strong Gillingham and Thomas Hardye
sides, they showed great resilience to put
away Blandford in some style. Special
mention should go to the progress made this
year by Ben B-R and Sam C, and to the
leadership of key trio Jacob W, Oliver S and
Jake P. The Year 11 rugby boys have been
very successful this half term. The boys have
been victorious against Sherborne Boys,
Blandford and Huish, only losing to Thomas
Hardye’s in what was a brilliant battle from
both teams. On and off the pitch, these boys
have really stepped up this year and we are
looking forward to our final game of the
season. Our Sixth Form rugby team are
probably the strongest group of players
we've had for several years, with strength in
numbers in both the backs and the forwards.
They had a great win against Yeovil College in
the National Cup and have enjoyed further
wins against Huish, Woodroffe and Thomas
Hardye. They will compete in the Dorset 10’s
tournament where we will defend our title
from last year!

Girls rugby at The Gryphon has gone from
strength to strength with some mighty
impressive wins! With a range of different
experiences, the girls are always raring to go.
Both the U13s and U15s teams have been
superb so far, currently both unbeaten! Mrs
Switzer's coaching is obviously paying off!

The Year 7 footballers have been as
impressive, reaching Round 3 of the National
Cup! They fell short against a very strong
Uffculme side but they consistently play
some brilliant football. The Year 11
footballers have been very successful this
term. The boys have made it to Round 5 of
the National Cup, after beating Tiverton High
School and St. Bedes, Bristol in some of the
previous rounds. They are also in Round 2 of
the County Cup, where they will make the
trip to Bourne Academy. They have produced
some fantastic performances and no matter
what happens in the cup matches, they have
done themselves proud and we look forward
to some more local fixtures after Christmas.

Hockey
The Year 7 Hockey players have taken to the
pitch with confidence, determination and
flair giving them an outstanding start to their
Gryphon journey in extra-curricular PE.
Having played against a number of local
schools in preparation for the final
tournament they held a mixed bag of results
but plenty of knowledge and skill. After a
slow start with a 1-1 draw against Westfield
Academy the girls soared to victory with a
3-1 win against Holyrood, a 3-0 win against
Maiden Beech and a 4-0 against Bucklers
Mead to crown them as area champions. They
now await the School Games Area Final at
Millfield School on 12th December for which
we wish them lots of luck. The Year 9 Hockey
team have worked incredibly hard on
teamwork and tactics this term and qualified
for the finals. In November the girls
challenged tough opposition to come 4th
overall. Although it wasn’t the result they
wanted, they have learnt some valuable skills
ready for their next game. Players of the year
– Jasmine D, Amelia G and Neve M. The Year
10 Hockey team have had another amazing
season, winning all their games in the lead
up to the finals last week. The girls battled
hard to beat Bucklers Mead in the semi-final,
which set up yet another final against
Holyrood. In what can only be described as
the best game of the season, the girls worked
their socks off against a strong Holyrood. At
the end of the game it was 1-1. This meant
we had 5 minutes of Hockey left with a
golden goal securing the win. The girls
worked so hard, but sadly Holyrood scored in
the final seconds to take the win 2-1. The
Year 11 Hockey team have once again shown
that they are a strong opposition and very
talented in both attack and defence. They
have qualified for the finals and we wish
them the best of luck. Players of the year –
Scarlett S and Ella P.

Girls Football
As per usual, girls football at The Gryphon
has been highly impressive. The under-15
girls have competed so well, getting to the
3rd Round of the National Cup where they
devastatingly lost on penalties to Court
Fields School. They have also reached the
semi-finals of the County Cup, where we
eagerly wait to find out our next opponents.
The under-13s have been superb, making the
quarter finals of the County Cup where they
also will find out their opponents in the next
draw. The numbers at training have increased
each week and the girls as a collective are
really improving. Our U18s entered the
National Cup for the first time this year,
making it to Round 2 where they met a very
strong Millfield side. Although the result
didn’t go our way, the girls never gave up and
their team spirit will be crucial in future
fixtures against Sherborne Girls and Yeovil
College.

Netball
Although it is not officially Netball season
yet, our under-19’s started their campaign
towards Nationals. With some great additions
to the current Year 12 and 13 team, the girls
stormed through the first North Dorset round,
winning all but one game and moving on to
the Dorset round as winners. The girls
showed great resilience and determination
on a wet and cold day and deserved to
progress as winners. On to Round 2 we went
at Bryanston school on another wet day. The
girls worked even harder in this round,

Martial Arts
medals for
Brothers
Will G in Year 12 and his brother Peter
recently represented Team GB in the
World Martial Arts Games. This is an
amazing achievement in itself but they
both managed to win medals in different
disciplines. Will managed to pick up
three medals - Gold in point sparring,
Silver in full contact and Bronze in selfdefence and kumite! A brilliant result for
Will! Together Will and Peter won Bronze
in their join kata, and Peter went on to
win Gold in his individual kata – an
amazing achievement to be a World
Champion at just 12 years old!

winning all games apart from one in which
they drew. Going through as runners up
meant they had a tough semi-final, where
they unfortunately lost in the last minutes of
the game. In the 3rd and 4th play off, the
girls finished off the tournament in style,
winning and taking the 3rd spot. A big thank
you to Katie H and Neve M who played up out
of their age group to further strengthen a
fantastic Year 12 and 13 team.

KS3 Badminton
The annual KS3 badminton tournament was
held 2 weeks ago at Sturminster Newton
High School. We took a girls team and a boys
team who battled it out over a number of
singles and doubles games, over a full
afternoon. The boys team work well, with
both youth and experience on their side,
coming a respectable 3rd out of 8 schools.
The girls team had less experience, but you
wouldn’t be able to tell, with them winning
lots of games and coming 4th out of 9
schools. If you are interested in playing
Badminton, we have coaches at school on
Thursdays from 3.30 – 5pm.

Sports Leaders
A great start to the Sports Leaders Level 1
and 2 courses this term. Students have been
learning the skills and behaviours needed to
be a successful leader during the sessions
and then putting this into action at the
Primary Schools Touch Rugby Tournament
and Primary Schools Dodgeball Festival. We
will have lots more leadership opportunities
over the coming months with many events in
the diary already.

Instagram
We love hearing all the fantastic stories
about our students and their sporting
achievements.
If you have something you are proud of,
come and see your PE teacher and you
will feature on our Instagram page. If you
want to know more about the fantastic
achievements of our sports students
please find us at @gryphonschsport
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