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Duke of edinburgh and
WELCOME
Ten Tors
it doesn’t feel a moment since we returned from the Christmas
and new Year holiday. 2016 finished with the spectacular
performances in the production of Footloose and the Carol
Service in Sherborne Abbey. Of course we have launched
immediately into the array of experiences and achievements for
2017. This has ranged from celebrating World Book Day to the
Harry potter night, Youth Speaks success, trips here and abroad,
Maths Challenge, pSHe days and more. Students in their exam
years have taken pre public exams (ppes) as mock preparation
for the real thing this summer. We are often asked about the
secret of success in exams – and it does come down to time and
practice. That means 2 hours revision a night leading into the
exams and using a day at the weekend. Year 9 students have
been choosing their options for GCSe and other courses and
there have been meetings with prospective Sixth Form students
to guide them in their A level and BTeC course choices.
We have been working for some
time on the proposal to establish
a new local primary/secondary
Multi-Academy Trust which would
be known as the Sherborne Area
Schools’ Trust (SAST). We believe
this will strengthen the links
between our schools in order to
support continuity of education
from 0-19 within our community.
The Sherborne Schools’
partnership has worked together
for many years to provide an
excellent education for our young
people, and so to collaborate
more closely is an exciting
prospect. The Governing Body of
each school will make any final
decision on whether to join the
proposed Trust. The educational
benefits for the students, staff,
parents and wider community
will be the key factor in making
any decision to change status.
The Gryphon has also applied to
be the lead school in a new north
Dorset Teaching School Alliance.
Teaching Schools take a lead with
partner schools on teacher
training, professional
development, school to school
support, research and
development and leadership
development. There are 35
schools included in the bid
alongside MSCiTT, Bath Spa
University and the University of
exeter. The application will be
assessed by the nCTl and we will
keep you informed if it is
successful.
You may also have read in the
local media about the School
taking over the management of

the community use of the
Gryphon Sports Centre from
WDDC. Since The Gryphon
opened there has been a joint
use agreement with WDDC to
allow access to our sports
facilities during the evening,
weekends and the holiday period.
We are committed to maintaining
the community use of these
facilities for regular users and
clubs. We will be working with
WDDC to allow access to our
sports facilities during the
evening, weekends and holiday
periods.
So 2017 has started with its usual
vitality, opportunities and
experiences alongside some
significant potential
developments for the School. You
should be aware that all this is
taking place against a backdrop
of financial cuts for most schools
including The Gryphon. The
national Audit Office estimates
8% real term cuts in schools by
2019-20. This does not include
the flat funding levels for post-16
education against increased
costs. Dorset remains one of the
lowest per pupil funded areas in
the country. The new national
Funding Formula planned for
2018-19 helps a little but does
not address the underfunding
compared to other parts of the
country. As ever we will do
everything possible to sustain the
quality of education but this will
be increasingly difficult in the
future unless additional funding
is made available.
Steve Hillier - Headteacher

it is exciting to think that a student at The Gryphon
School, completing their Duke of edinburgh Award,
might one day be in Buckingham palace receiving a
Knighthood. Far-fetched? not really, because Sir
David Templeman-Adams, explorer and businessman,
received his Knighthood on 28 February 2017 after
starting his exploration career by completing his Dofe
Awards.

The Duke of edinburgh Award challenges young people to give something back to society by volunteering,
participating in a regular sporting or physical activity and learning a new skill or developing an existing one.
each Dofe Award is concluded by an expedition which the School currently runs in the West Country (Bronze),
new Forest (Silver) and Snowdonia (Gold). The Awards see students develop and mature whilst experiencing
new adventures; and they enhance anyone’s CV. The School currently has 150 potential explorers (or Knights
of the Realm) on programme. We will be recruiting the next Bronze cohort from Year 8 shortly!
For those who already love a challenge, the School offers students the chance to enter the Ten Tors
Challenge. The Challenge requires students to hike 35, 45 or 55 miles across Dartmoor in May, in 36 hours.
Since our first team in 2015, students have been coming forward in ever increasing numbers. This year we
have four teams training for the Challenge. On 25 February the teams completed a training walk on
Dartmoor in the tail of Storm Doris with winds recorded at over 40 miles per hour. it was a wet, cold and
windy day but the students loved it! (even without their phones!)
We have been busy fundraising over the last year with cake sales, bag packing in Sainsbury’s and have
received grants from Sherborne Rotary, Yeovil lions, John Thornton Young Achievers Foundation, Waitrose’s
Community Matters, and the AlpKit Foundation. We are extremely grateful for all the support which has
allowed the scheme to grow; it has enabled us to purchase a new trailer, build a new store (more on this next
time) and to train staff.
Mr Cooke

Gryphon team through to the Youth Speaks regional final!
The Gryphon School has been successfully
competing in the Youth Speaks competition, facing
schools from across Dorset, Somerset and Wiltshire,
and will now go on to compete at the Regional Final
in exmouth at the end of March.
The competition which is organised by the Rotary
Club, aims to offer young people experience in
speaking on a public platform, on a topic of their
choice, in a limited time slot. The Gryphon team had
successfully got through the last two rounds to reach
this stage – the best result they have ever achieved
in the competition. Callum Henry, Kinga Kowalewska
and Oskar Maitland spoke on the topic of ‘What’s in a
name?’ and discussed how names can not only shape
our future, but can reflect our understanding of
society. After a very notable performance, which
proved popular with the audience, they finished in
second place, with students from Abbeyfield School
in Chippenham pipping them to first place. This was
particularly impressive as due to the date of the final
changing at the last minute, one of the original team

had been unable to make the competition, they were
replaced a few days before by Oskar Maitland- who
was highly commended by the audience. Miss
George, who coached the team, said ‘The team
should be extremely proud of themselves. They
constructed a fantastic speech which not only
entertained, but encouraged the audience to think
about the impact of language on society. Our
students were professional and engaging throughout
the three rounds of the competition. it has been a
pleasure working with them and i hope that the
skills they have gained during the competition will
be put to good use in the future.’

Treacle hopes to make a pawsitive difference
The Gryphon School welcomed a new member of staff this term –
Treacle the dog! Treacle, an 8 year old black and tan cavalier
spaniel, used to go into hospitals as a therapy petting dog. He will
now be coming into school each day with his owner, teacher Mrs
McGreal, to provide support to children in the school. Treacle
loves children, and enjoys being read to – his favourite stories are
about animal adventures. He is incredibly gentle and loves
cuddles and being made a fuss of.
There is a lot of research about the benefits of having a dog in school, which include helping children to
build confidence and self-esteem and lowering blood pressure, stress and anxiety. Treacle will also be paying
regular visits to the little Gryphons nursery – with his first visit this week being a huge hit with children and
staff alike! Deputy Head, Mrs edwards said “We are very pleased to welcome our new staff member, we know
that Treacle will make a real difference to students and staff, providing a very special kind of support unconditional love!”

3.

History Trip to
Berlin

A proud Day for
Gryphon Cake Bakers
This year was the fifteenth time i have taken a group of Gryphon School
students to Berlin and every year the city does not fail to surprise and
excite me. i can only imagine the feelings of those students arriving in
the city for the first time. Berlin offers a unique mix of the past, present
and future and it is a city constantly changing with its role within
Germany and europe. Our visit included tours of the concentration camp
at Sachsenhausen, the Stasi prison in east Berlin and a night time visit to
potsdamerplatz, the new city centre, which is lit up with falling snow
lighting effects as it plays host to international film stars during the
Berlin Film Festival.
The trip to the Stasi prison in east Berlin
was of particular benefit this year as this is
the site that our GCSe students will be
studying for their History Around Us unit on
the new GCSe course. The students on the
trip had a chance to see first-hand the
rooms used by the Communist government
of east Germany to interrogate political
prisoners as well as the cells where
prisoners were kept, complete with hard
wooden beds that were always too short
for the average prisoner and a bucket that
served as a toilet. The students were able
to take photographs and collect
information that they can share with their
peers, adding something extra to their
study of the past.

The DDR Museum, which covers aspects of
life under Communism, had been
substantially enlarged since last year and
now included a virtual reality drive in a
Trabant car, an experience in an east
German apartment lift, (complete with
worrying shudders and power cuts),
followed by a chance to wear east German
clothes, sit and watch east German
television programmes and even sit on an
east German toilet!
Many thanks to the students, Mr Baker, Miss
Bucke, Mr Griffiths and Miss Rowden for
helping to ensure the trip was a great
success.
Mr phillips

Year 9 Imperial War Museum Trip
nearly fifty Year 9 students took part in a trip to london’s
imperial War Museum to visit the Holocaust exhibition
and learn more about the impact the Holocaust had. We
were able to visit the entire museum and had a talk from
one of the education leaders to explore the artefacts
more closely. All of the exhibitions were fascinating;
however, it was the Holocaust exhibition that really stood
out. As one student said “We looked at all of the
exhibitions, but the best was the Holocaust exhibition. i
really liked the audio guide because it guided you
through the whole exhibition and was really informative.”
The students were fantastic, asking thoughtful questions
and reflecting carefully on what they saw and heard.

On Tuesday 28th February Caitlin else, Mrs Moore and i travelled to Clapton Girls Academy in
london for the final of ‘The Great Rainbow Bake Off’. last month our school held a cake
competition to raise money for ‘educate and Celebrate’ which is a charity that aims to help
schools become lGBT friendly by creating inclusive environments and eradicating
homophobia, biphobia and transphobia in communities. We sold the entries at break time and
managed to raise £60 overall which was fantastic! The pictures of our cakes then went on to
the educate & Celebrate facebook page where people could vote for their favourites. Our
school managed to get into the top 10 highly voted cakes therefore we were invited to
compete in the final along with the other nine schools.
February is lGBTQ+ History Month and also
sees anti-bullying week. Because of this,
‘educate and Celebrate’ gave us the brief
that our cake must be based around the law,
citizenship and history of the lGBTQ+
community and have the message of ‘power
for Good’ behind it. This led to us to include
the names of influential people in history
who were convicted and/or killed for their
homosexuality, on little sugar paste flags
that Caitlin made in advance. Our cake was a
skittle-filled, vibrant 2-tiered masterpiece
with a funfetti bottom layer, and a purple
three-layer sponge on top. We poked the
flags out of the top of that along with a
larger glittery rainbow one. We had three
hours to complete our entry before facing
the three guest judges. We also decided to
dedicate our entry to Sophie Clark as a way
of respecting her memory.
The judges themselves were Dr elly Barnes
MBe (CeO and Founder of ‘educate and
Celebrate’), Scott nunn (Co-Founder and
Director of ‘Gay Star news’) and Alicya eyo
(former emmerdale and Bad Girls actress).
When talking to the judges we found that
they were very encouraging and supportive,
and made all of the contestants feel
completely comfortable despite the
pressure of a time frame. After reaching the
three hour mark, we gathered around the
rainbow alter of cakes for the announcement
of the winners. We came 2nd place, only one
point off the winners!
Overall, it was such an amazing experience
and it was so wonderful to see a collection

of other schools from up and down the
country showcasing their creativity. i
thoroughly enjoyed representing The
Gryphon School as lGBTQ+ inclusive and the
competition itself felt just like ‘The Great
British Bake Off’!
Sophie Dewberry, Year 12

4.
World Book Day
Little Gryphons
This year’s World Book Day proved a great success with our
little Gryphons who brought their favourite stories to
nursery and had a great time dressing up as their favourite
characters.
Activities exploring stories went on all week with lots of
rhyming fun, songs and dancing. Children also had a go at
making up their own stories and creating their own little
books. A planned visit to Rhyme Time at our local library in
Sherborne was a great success and we hope to do this on a
regular basis.

This year was the 20th annual World Book Day – a celebration of
authors, illustrators, books and (most importantly) reading! Students
and staff dressed up as their favourite book characters – which saw
a lot of rivalry between the different departments! The pe
Department dressed up as characters from Marvel comics,
Geography came as cast members from the Wizard of Oz, Science
opted for characters from Winnie the pooh, the english Department
dressed up as cast members from ‘Holes’ and the Office Staff came
as characters from Alice in Wonderland.
There were a number of activities throughout the day – students had
an anagram hunt, a quiz on books and also received a story split into
five parts which was read out at the beginning of each lesson
throughout the day. All students also received book vouchers which
they could exchange for one of the £1 World Book Day books, or use
to get money off another book of their choice at local bookshops.
Mrs Hoskins said “World Book Day is a great opportunity to raise
awareness of reading. Children’s fiction is so diverse these days and
there is something for everyone, whatever their interests and
tastes.”

James becomes UK’s
Youngest Glider!

Harry potter night
The Gryphon School was transformed
into Hogwarts for a night to celebrate
Bloomsbury’s annual Harry potter Book
night. everyone dressed up as their
favourite characters from the books, with
the teachers planning some magical
lessons for the students.
After being sorted into houses by the
Hogwarts Sorting Hat, students had a go
at tasseomancy (reading tea leaves) and
divination (water divining) with professor
Trelawney (nicola leGood, Science
Teacher). They then headed off to a
potions Class where they brewed their
own Wolfsbane potion with professor

Umbridge (Teresa Bramley, Science
learning Mentor) that magically changed
colour in front of their eyes.
next they made their own golden
snitches out of feathers, ping pong balls
and spray paint with Tonks (Mrs
Catherine Moore, Biology Teacher),
before heading to a Hogwarts Cookery
Class where they were greeted by Mrs
Weasley (Caroline elsworth, Head of Food
and Catering) and her assistant Mrs
Malfoy. Students created owl biscuits,
golden snitch cake pops and had a
jellybean tasting competition.

The end of the evening saw everyone
head back to the library for a Harry potter
quiz. Bellatrix leStrange (Julie Hoskins,
lRC Manager) who organised the event
said:“This year the professors of
Hogwarts (teachers at the School)
delivered some amazing lessons for the
students – giving them a real taste of life
at Hogwarts. The enthusiasm of the
students has been fantastic, with many
making their own costumes for the
evening. They also demonstrated their
incredible knowledge of the Harry potter
books at the end of the evening, with the
Slytherin team winning the house quiz”.

James Farr (Year 9) trains at Heron Gliding Club
(HGC) at RnAS Yeovilton. He has been training
seriously for approximately one year, flying at
weekends when weather allows. His first flight in a
glider was when he was about three years old and
he was strapped in a car seat! He has about 40
training flights in his log book, and went solo on a
very windy and blustery day on the weekend of
his 14th birthday. Weather conditions were not
ideal however he completed the flight in “textbook” manner. James is currently the youngest UK
glider pilot!
Gliding is one of his main hobbies and he flies a
two seater glider called a puchacz (SZD-55), but
soon hopes to progress to the Club’s single seat
high performance glider. When he is 16 he will be
able to fly cross country and enter competitions,
but at the moment, is restricted to flying within
easy gliding range of the airfield.

Footloose

Acting Success!

Students impressed audiences with their performance of the hit musical Footloose in December,
with more than eighty students taking part in singing and dancing roles, with another twenty-four
performing in the orchestra and others involved in hair and make-up and as the stage crew.
Audiences were captivated with the standard of the performance with over 800 people viewing
the show across the three nights. Jo Curtis who saw the show said “What a stunning performance,
i had to keep reminding myself they were school students!” The show featured all the original
songs from the musical including hits such as ‘Holding out for a Hero’, ‘let’s Hear it for the Boy’
and the title song ‘Footloose’, performed by the cast and orchestra.
Sixteen year old nathaniel Berry who played one of the lead roles said “i absolutely loved it!
Being given the opportunity to play Ren is one of the best things i’ve ever done. The sense of
community with the rest of the cast and the teachers has been amazing and is something i’ll
always remember”.

Gryphon students recently took part in the
Sherborne Schools Acting Competition (leweston,
Sherborne Boys, Sherborne Girls and The
Gryphon) held at the powell Theatre in Abbey
Road. The adjudicator was professional actor
Keely Beresford who trained at Bristol Old Vic and
has worked extensively with the BBC in
productions such as ‘emma’. The performances
from The Gryphon were innovative and creative.
The competition was of an extremely high
standard. Before the certificates and trophies
were awarded Keely gave useful and constructive
feedback to every student in terms of how they
could improve their performance. The results - we
came first or second in every category entered!

Headteacher Steve Hillier said “The professional quality of the Footloose production has been
outstanding. From the set design, to lighting, choreography, acting and musical production,
students have been incredibly professional and their hard work and dedication has delivered an
amazing show that we are all exceptionally proud of”.
• First place Winner –Junior Monologue – Aditya
Roshan (Shylock from ‘The Merchant of Venice’)
• Second place – Junior Duologue – Maizie White
& Chloe Spiller (paying our Respects by
Karczewski)
• Second place – Senior Monologue – liam Beard
(‘in the penal Colony’ by Kafka – adaptation by
Berkoff)
Mr Chutter, who coached the students, said ‘The
students have worked extremely hard for this. in
Drama pupils learn the skills of characterisation,
voice and movement. it is in the detail of Drama
that magic can take place – the pauses, the
silences, the unsaid. Keely Beresford said “The
Gryphon entries were highly articulate, creative
and innovative’.

Rock Challenge gets underway
On Friday 24th February, 74 students from The
Gryphon School showcased their performance for
the international dance & drama competition
‘Rock Challenge’ at the Bournemouth pavilion.
Rock Challenge encourages young people to lead
healthy lifestyles and to be their best without the
need for tobacco, alcohol or other drugs. Due to
our success in winning the Southern Open Final
last year, we qualifies to the premier league year,
enabling us to showcase our performance at a
local heat, prior to our actual competition in April.

Dorset’s Got Talent
Well done to Amy Williams (Year 10)
and phoebe Stagg (Year 11) who won
Dorset’s Got Talentat the weekend,
with their street crew DF Beatz. The
group made it into the final last year
but grabbed the top spot this year at
the Dorset echo-backed competition.

Our piece this year is titled ‘Once it’s gone, you
can’t get it back’ which explores the concept of
living life to the full, and not wasting time. The
whole production is being led by Year 11 students
Tom Forrest and Georgina Chidgey, who have
been choreographing the performance, running
rehearsals, creating ideas for set and costume as
well as choosing the soundtrack. Additionally, two
Sixth Form students, Rob Stephenson and Gabriel
Macey have led the production of our set design,
others the function and management of our stage
crew, dedicating an enormous amount of time to
the piece.
The Gryphon School Rock Challenge team
performed superbly achieving a variety of
different individual premier Awards, an excellent
achievement considering this was only our
showcasing performance. Overall, the team
should be very proud of their hard work as it was
a fabulous performance and i cannot wait for our
actual competition in April at the portsmouth
Guildhall!
Mrs Young
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Alumni

David Bell
i spent seven years as a student at The Gryphon, working my way up from Year 7 all
the way up to Sixth Form. i studied a number of different subjects, leading to my
A levels in Music, iCT, english literature and language and Ancient History.

The beginning of March saw The Gryphon welcome local primary school children to take part
in our annual primary Chess Tournament. Students from Bradford Abbas, Bishops Caundle,
Milborne port, Sherborne Abbey, Sherborne primary, Thornford, Trent and Yetminster primary
schools competed against each other in a series of matches. individual winners were:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5=)
5=)

Richard patterson
Daniel legg
Dominic Hosie
Jack Bareham
Georgia Hodgson
Andrej Divakov

The Winning Team overall was Bradford
Abbas primary School. The day was a
fantastic success, with more students
attending than ever before (32). Students
competing were from Years 5 and 6, with all

students taking part in eight full games
counting towards their total scores.
particular thanks need to go to my team of
helpers on the day: Matthew Douglas,
Cameron McKinnon, Henry Slocombe (Year
10) and Josh Whittick (Year 12).
All students competing showed fantastic
ability, spirit and enthusiasm, and i look
forward to seeing many of them at future
events or indeed in Year 7 at The Gryphon.
Mr Unwin.

Bike Maintenance Training
Year 7 students at The Gryphon School have been
receiving training in bike maintenance thanks to staff
from leonardo Helicopters.
engineers and mechanics from leonardo’s Graduate
Scheme showed students how to adjust the bike to the
right height, check brakes and tyre pressure, how the
gears work, and what safety requirements are needed,
such as reflectors and lights. They advised them on the
daily checks they should carry out, and also gave
students a brief overview of the work leonardo
Helicopters does.

Lego Club

The Gryphon School lego Club has been
frantically building and dismantling lego
models every Tuesday lunchtime in MA6.
Building work has started on the lego Bank,
kindly funded by Waitrose Sherborne, whilst
progress on the lego Club’s Abbey project
has been three bricks forward and two
bricks back. As part of the Abbey project we
recently built one of the memorials in the
Abbey grounds to ‘mini-figure scale’ to
prove concept which was even liked on
twitter by lego themselves! Sherborne
Rotary Club kindly boosted the lego Club’s
funds with a £1,000 grant, which means
more bricks and projects in the future!

i have many fond memories of the School. i enjoyed my involvement within the dayto-day life of the Music Department, the many laughs that were had with friends and
teachers, and the first class support from the teachers and tutors. After leaving The
Gryphon, i went on to study music at Manchester Metropolitan University, graduating
with a 2:1. After graduating, i stayed up north to pursue my passion for music, where i
currently play in an alternative rock band called neWDAY.
We have recently released our new album ‘Champion’, which can be found on all
major music distribution sites (iTunes, Spotify, Amazon, etc) and you can follow us on
Facebook @newdaymusicuk

Gavin Robertson
After studying Biology at The Gryphon
School, i became enamoured with human
physiology and disease. After leaving
school in 2013, i began to study
Biomedical Sciences at the University of
Reading, allowing me to explore topics
from neurobiology to microbiology. As at
The Gryphon School, my time at
university was thoroughly enjoyable and
passed far too quickly. i became
immersed in student life socially, being elected Vice president of the St John
Ambulance Society, and academically, graduating with a First Class Honours degree
last July.
i currently work at Yeovil District Hospital as a Healthcare Assistant and as a Medical
laboratory Assistant in the Haematology and Cellular pathology laboratories.
Working alongside patients and healthcare professionals augmented my desire to
apply my medical knowledge practically. i therefore successfully applied to study
graduate entry medicine at the University of Warwick and i’m eager to start next
September. The support and enthusiasm provided by teachers at The Gryphon School
coupled with how frequently they went above and beyond the scope of their roles,
was vital for me to attain my full potential. For this i will be forever grateful.

Future Chef
Students from across the country have been competing in
the national Future Chef competition. Aspiring chefs
competed against each other with the challenge of cooking
a main course for two people for less than £7, in a creative
and skilful manner using local and seasonal produce.
Ruby Boland won the school round of the competition, and
went on to win the Dorset and Somerset Final at Yeovil
College. With a place in the national final beckoning, Ruby
donned her apron once again for the South West Regional
Final. The competition was intense and despite her
amazing efforts Ruby came in as runner-up, just missing
out on the next round. nevertheless this is an amazing
achievement – well done Ruby!
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The competition for places at Oxford,
Cambridge and other Russell Group
universities proved again to be a force to be
reckoned with this year. it has been fantastic
to see so many students challenging
themselves to reach their potential, and
prove their worth in their UCAS applications.
Following an intensive and instructive
Oxbridge programme, run by Mr Unwin, that
covered the application process, residential
visits to universities including Trinity Hall
College Cambridge, fortnightly presentations
and a practise interview evening. it was great
to see that applications remained both vast
and varied. This year 17 students completed
applications to either Oxford, Cambridge or
Russell Group universities at the early
deadline stage. Course choices included
Medicine, Dentistry, engineering, economics,
Biology, History, Computer Science, english
literature and History of Art. After a number
of tense weeks and the completion of
interviews the nervous wait passed as we
received some good news. Six students were
offered places to read Medicine, Dentistry,
economics, History of Art and english
literature. A fantastic achievement for each
of these individuals and for those who just
missed out i am in awe of their ambition and
belief in their potential. Such a potent mix
will do them well in their chosen career paths
ahead.
Miss Harry, Head of Year 13

Sixth Form
Gryphon Debating

London Fashion Week

University
Applications

Gryphon public speaking is going from strength to
strength; with Sixth Form teams performing competitively
in Youth Speaks, The Gryphon has been building on this
success in British parliamentary Debating, a competitive
debating format used in professional competitions
worldwide.
The Debate team have qualified to take part in the novice
Category at the Durham Schools Debating Competition,
the largest residential contest in the world and one where
the list of past winners includes eton, Repton and
Haberdashers’ Schools. it presents a unique opportunity
for our students to come together with school pupils from
all walks of life and a variety of backgrounds from around
the world, to debate topical issues.
After five rounds of competitive debating, the competition
is narrowed down through quarter-finals and semi-finals
to the best four teams, to take part in the Grand Final in
the historic Durham Union Society Chamber. Our newest
talent will be given a chance to shine in the novice final,
for speakers in their first year of competitive debating.
We are delighted to announce that the team is sponsored
by Mogers Drewett Solicitors who will be involved in
coaching the team and providing them with the
opportunity to work with the solicitors for the coming year
as part of their support. We are also extremely grateful to
both Rotary Clubs in Sherborne for the financial assistance
to enable the students to travel and compete.
Mr Strowger, Assistant Head, Head of Sixth Form

Virtual Reality
On the 28th February 2017 we took some of our Year
12 students to a Virtual Reality – Augmented Reality
day at Thales in Templecombe.

Spectroscopy in
a Suitcase
Year 13 Chemistry students were recently
given the opportunity to revise the topic of
Spectroscopic analysis, using in excess of
£45,000 worth of equipment and the
expertise of two postgraduate chemists! We
were pleased to welcome Rory and Dan from
the University of Bath along with their
portable infra-Red and nuclear Magnetic
Resonance Spectrometers. This was part of a
national Royal Society of Chemistry
‘Spectroscopy in a Suitcase’ initiative.
Gryphon chemists were able to see and in a
limited way, get their hands on, this very
expensive kit, whilst using the expertise and
experience of the two graduates to revise
their understanding of the techniques. iR and
nMR analysis is an important part of A level
Organic Chemistry and the workshop
provided students with the chance to test
their understanding. it also highlighted that
real spectra rarely match the ‘perfect’ copies
seen in their text books.
Rory and Dan talked to the students about
their respective doctorate projects and life in
a university Chemistry and Biochemistry
Department.

The day consisted of talks on this technology, and
how Thales is using them in future work and projects.
Hands-on demonstrations on the types of systems
used and the ability to see what AV/VR was like to
experience was a valuable part of the day. With a
final student project showing how they would use
AV/VR in dealing with a range of problems and create
innovative solutions. This involved working with
recent graduates from Thales and then presenting to
the technical leaders from the various AV/VR divisions
who were at the event. The winning team received
some AV/VR goodies and all obtained a goodie bag
from Thales.
‘i found the whole experience very enjoyable and
informative - thinking about the uses of new
technology within industry and the possible
permutations that could occur was very interesting.
Winning the presentation challenge was a bit of a
surprise, and very pleasant - i'm very pleased with my
VR headset and the possibilities it enables.’
Matthew Harris - student

The Gryphon School has always prided itself on being at
the cutting edge of Arts Culture. One of our students Iga
Sikorska in Year 12, applied for, and won a highly
competitive place to help volunteer for London Fashion
Week (LFW). Iga is looking to work in the fashion
industry and the opportunity gave her an insight that, in
the competitive world of fashion, is sought after by many.
The Gryphon was delighted to grant her a bursary from The Gryphon
Foundation to help support this experience. iga worked with the Fashion
pR House ‘The Wolves’ who help high level fashion clients in the creation
and amplification of their catwalk shows and presentations during lFW.
Behind the scenes, iga was able to explore, first-hand, the intricate
organisation of the event, working with designers, models and ensuring
she was part of the team that allowed everything to run smoothly.
iga said “Attending london Fashion Week was an extraordinary and
astonishing experience for me and i can happily say that one of my main
goals so far has been achieved to its full potential. london Fashion Week
was an experience like no other and during my time in london i was also
able to work closely with many of the designers themselves from Toga
through Charli Cohen to Steven Tai. i was also a model for Johannes Wa
who presented his collection at the Central Saint Martin’s show.”

Safe Drive
We welcomed in Dorset Fire and Rescue recently for a talk entitled ‘Safe
Drive Stay Alive’. During this session we heard first-hand accounts from
the Fire service, police, Ambulance service, an A&e consultant and the
father of a young person who had sadly lost his life in a road accident.
The talk was eye opening and enlightened us all to the dangers of certain
behaviours whilst driving, as well as safety precautions we can all take,
whether as a driver or a passenger. We all felt like we would now be more
cautious when driving in the future.

Sport

8.

ASTRO TOURNAMENT
The Year 7-11 football teams showed their
sporting prowess at the annual Gillingham
School Astro tournament earlier in the
football season. each Year Group competed
in two pools against 7 other teams where
the winners and runners up from each pool
progressed through to the finals. The
players in Years 7,8,10 and 11 all reached
the finals playing some great football and
showing great cohesion as a team. The Year
7’s finished 3rd having lost on penalties,
whilst the Year 11's came 2nd. The Year 10
and Year 8 teams proved too hot to handle
and brought home the silverware having
won their tournaments. Due to the
successful performances of all The Gryphon
teams they were presented with the overall
winners shield in recognition of the efforts
of all the players! A great achievement for
all the players involved.

Football
The Year 7 football team have been involved in a national indoor 5-a-side competition run
by the english Schools Football Association. Teams from across the north Dorset area
competed in an area tournament held at The Gryphon School in november. The Year 7
team proved to be a level above the opposition winning all 3 games convincingly.
particular players who stood out included Toby elwick and emily Wilson-White.
Having won the area tournament, the team
progressed through to the South West
Finals facing opposition from Bristol,
Devon and Cornwall. Although they didn't
get through on this occasion the team had a
great day out and saw some high level
footballing performances from players of
similar age.
The Year 9 boys have been working hard in
training, benefitting from working with our
Year 10 squad members. A well-fought
Gillingham 7-a-side tournament ended
with a very close exit at the group stage,
and an away loss against a very strong
Blandford team followed. However, the
boys bounced back with a stirring
performance against Gillingham, the 1-1
scoreline not reflecting Gryphon’s
dominance. Mason Ridout, Tom Beeson and
leo Cassell, amongst others, continue to
display first class performances.

Marshall and Jake Cockerill among others,
the final score of 1-1 which included a very
late leveller by Gillingham did not reflect
the action on the pitch. Games which are
likely to be closely contested encounters
are to follow against Yeovil College and the
local derby with Sherborne Boys School.
Since October the Under-13 girls football
team has gone from strength to strength,
increasing in numbers to a current squad of
about 30 Year 7 and 8 students. in our first
match against Gillingham the A-team drew
1 -1 and the B-Team won 3 -1. Both teams
took part in the semi-finals of The Dorset
Winter Games under 13 girls 7 a-side
tournament held at Gillingham on Monday
27th Feb, to which we also took several
substitutes. each team played incredibly
well, with great leadership shown by the 2
captains, Sophie Garcia (A team) and
Charlotte Walker (B team). everybody had
the chance to play, even braving the sleet
and snow. The B Team came fifth out of
eight teams, and the A team came second
meaning the A team have qualified to play
in the Dorset Games Finals to be held on
April 3rd, in Bournemouth.

Andrew Simpson Award

There is great news for Samantha Cooke in
Year 9 who recently competed in the South
West Acrobatic Gymnastics Championships
held at The Gryphon Sports Centre on
Sunday 5th March. She won the
Championship, achieving first place in the
Girls Under 14 Tumbling Competition. This
means that she will be going to Stoke on
Trent later this year for the tumbling finals.
Good luck Samantha.

Having beaten some stiff competition, the winners of this year’s Andrew Simpson
Award and of a £500 bursary to assist with their sporting development are Amy
northam and Andrew Frost. Amy has represented Great Britain in biathle, while Andrew
has sailed in both national and international competitions. We wish them both the best
of luck in their future performances.

Sophie trains with england Squad
Sophie Ward in Year 13, has competed in national karate
competitions in england and Wales winning golds/silvers
/bronzes in the 18+ categories. She was invited to attend
the South West england regional training at Bath University,
and from this was selected to train with the england
national Karate squad in Barnsley. She is pictured with
england Head Coach paul newby and several other england
squad coaches.
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Year 7 have had a fantastic netball season with
around 30 students turning up to each training
session, making picking a team a tough decision!
Our first game was against Ansford who stood no
chance at all, with the game finishing 19-2. The
next game at park School, wasn’t as successful and
we lost the game 10- 11. learning from our
mistakes we went on to the away game with
Holyrood School, taking an A and B team who both
performed brilliantly,, with the A team winning 280 and B team winning 21-1. We look forward to our
next game away against Westfield to decide
whether we make it to the finals!
The Year 8 girls have had a successful netball
season to date winning four out of five games and
are currently waiting to hear whether or not they
will make the finals. Well done to all netball players
for their commitment, perseverance and skills.
Outstanding performances throughout the season
have been from emmie Mears for her versatility and
Sophie Broom for her shooting skills.

The Sixth Form footballers began this term
with an excellent performance against a
very strong Gillingham team. Having
dominated much of the match, helped by
the outstanding Reece Shackle, Oliver

Sam is Tumbling
Champion!

netball

•

F: 01935 816992

The Year 9 netball team
have returned to a new
season and again remain
unbeaten. Following wins
again KA, preston and
Bucklers Mead they
advance to the finals for
the third year running. All
players involved have
shown fantastic
progression and unity.
isabel Walters has
received player of the Match Award from all
opposing schools; however, Mya Jackson, Gemma
Alford and phillipa Clothier must be mentioned for
some excellent performances. Good luck in the
final ladies.
The Year 10 netball team have had a positive start
to the season. They are currently placed second in
their league and will hopefully reach the finals. The
season started with a confident performance
against Westfield and a win of 33 – 3. A fantastic
team performance with Hannah Scollen receiving
Opposition player of the Match. The second game
at Holyrood saw another convincing performance
of 37 – 4, with Katie Giles achieving Opposition
player of the match. The third game saw the team
play a friendly against Clayesmore at home. They
started well and went on to win 29 – 16. The
confidence and improvement in Hannah’s play at
Wing Attack saw her gain Opposition player once
more.
The most recent game saw
us travel to preston for an A
and B team fixture. preston
is always a tough game and
are often the team we face
in the final. The A team
were nervous and didn’t get
off to a great start losing by
8 in the first quarter. Their
confidence took a knock
and they weren’t able to
make up the deficit. The
match ended 23- 12 but the
girls are determined to turn
this around if they reach the finals. Holly paine was
awarded Opposition player. The B team was a much
more relaxed game and everyone in the team
played well. With all three shooters playing in the A
team the B’s knew it would be a tough game but did
themselves proud. The game ended 13 – 5 and
Opposition player went to Yasmin litchfield. The
last game of the season will be at Huish; it’s a must
win game to reach the finals.

