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2.
WELCOME
The Spring Term has definitely flown by!
As usual we have so much to celebrate
in this newsletter but special mention
must go to the Rock Challenge Team for
their amazing performance. Rock
Challenge enables our talented students
to lead a totally original production; the
teamwork that our young leaders
engender is inspirational and is a real
example to us all.

Harry Potter Night
The Gryphon School hosted it’s annual Harry Potter night in February, with dozens of students and staff joining in an evening of
magical fun!

We are now in the midst of recruiting
new staff for September. It is a
demanding and vital part of our work
but it is also very encouraging since
candidates coming for interview
unfailingly comment on the friendliness
of our students and staff as well as our
calm and purposeful atmosphere.
Since our last newsletter our Ofsted
report has been published which was
very positive – it is available via a link on
our website. We have also celebrated
Christmas. Once again our Carol Service
in the Abbey was excellent with a wide
range of students and staff taking part.
As we now look forward to the Easter
Holidays I hope that you will see in
reading this newsletter that The
Gryphon really is a 10:10 school; where
our students and staff experience life in
all of its fullness. There are so many
opportunities for personal development
here at The Gryphon as well as the
careful preparation necessary for the
public exams that will be upon us soon
after the beginning of the Summer Term.
We wish all of our students taking exams
next term all the very best.
Nicki Edwards - Headteacher

Students started off the evening by being
sorted into Hogwarts houses by the
Sorting Hat, before heading off to Potions
(Science) where they mixed a potion to
test for an obscurus using ground
mandrake root and they then used special
liquid to reveal hidden messages on
pieces of the Marauder’s Map.
In cookery they had fun; making owl
cupcakes, cheesy broomsticks and taking
part in a taste test challenge to identify

the every flavoured biscuits, which
included Marmite and lavender.
The highlight of the evening for many
students was the school’s inaugural
Quidditch match. Students took part in the
energetic sport whilst riding hockey sticks
(brooms), avoiding bludgers and trying to
score goals whilst also chasing the golden
snitch! The evening ended with a Harry
Potter quiz in the LRC, where students
tested their knowledge of the books, and

the Ravenclaw team were crowned the
winners. Librarian Julie Hoskins who
organised the event said “It was another
fantastic evening of Harry Potter themed
fun, with both students and staff enjoying
the activities. The teachers put together
some fantastic activities for our Harry
Potter enthusiasts, many of whom have
encyclopaedic knowledge of the series!”

Staff Leavers
Anne has worked in the
LRC for 10 years. She
will be greatly missed by
everyone for her
kindness and being so
helpful to anyone in
need, staff or students.
She loves working with
the students and
assisting them with
anything from finding the perfect book to printing
off homework. Anne is always bright and cheerful.
The children from Little Gryphons come over twice
a week for story time with Anne in the LRC and this
is always a highlight of their week!
She is retiring from the Gryphon, but carrying on
working with her husband and having more time to
spend with family, friends, read and knit.
A BIG THANK YOU from everyone here for her
enthusiasm and commitment over the past 10 years
and best wishes for her new ventures.
Julie Hoskins - LRC Manager

As we break for Easter, we will
sadly be saying goodbye to
Gareth Fareham, who has
taught Art, Design &
Photography here at The
Gryphon for the last ten years.
Gareth is not only a super
talented teacher, but also an
accomplished professional
artist, photographer and
author, not to mention
champion carp fisherman who,
with his incredible wealth of
experience, ideas, knowledge and skills has helped to shape Art, Design and
Photography into the amazing Department it is today. His endless enthusiasm
for the subject has inspired literally hundreds of students over the years and
his guidance and support from Year 7 through to Sixth Form, with preparation
for Foundation, Degree and careers beyond has been exceptional.
Gareth will be greatly missed and I want to say a huge personal thank you to
him for everything he has brought to our Department and the school and we
wish him every success in his future ventures!
Mike Fenton-Wilkinson - Head of Art, Design & Photography

3.
Gryphon performance
wins first place in
Bournemouth!

Gryphon students are celebrating after winning first place in the Rock Challenge
competition held in Bournemouth in February. Hundreds of pupils from across
Somerset and Dorset showed off their choreography skills at Bournemouth’s
Pavilion Theatre, performing eight minute pieces on a chosen theme.

The Gryphon beat 7 other schools with their performance ‘Fukushima 11.3’. The
piece explored the devastating tsunami that hit North Eastern Japan on 11th
March 2011. As well as portraying the tsunami itself they also included the
destruction of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant which caused
radioactive leakage. The whole production was led by Matthew Stokes and
Georgia Holder, two Sixth Form students, who choreographed the performance,
ran rehearsals, created ideas for set and costume as well as chose the soundtrack.

Bloodhound Racing
Team Inspires Students

Students were thrilled to have a visit from the
Bloodhound Supersonic Car team in February.
The Bloodhound Project is a global
engineering adventure, using a 1,000mph
World Land Speed Record attempt to inspire
the next generation to enjoy, explore and get
involved in science, technology, engineering
and mathematics.
Ian Glover from the Bloodhound team first
gave a talk to Sixth Form students who are
studying Physics and Creative Design, which
was hugely informative, students were
impressed to hear that when the Bloodhound
SSC is running at optimum speed it will cover
1 mile in 3 seconds. He then met with Year
10 students and set them a challenge of
building racing cars using KNEX, with prizes
for the best design, the fastest car, and the
car that went the furthest.

This is a big year for the Bloodhound team –
this autumn they will be heading to South
Africa where they will be racing for the first
time at the dry lake bed track at Hakskeen
Pan in the Kalahari Desert. Following
successful 200mph (320km/h) UK runway
trials at Cornwall Airport in Newquay in
October 2017, the team will be targeting
500mph – a key milestone on the journey to
setting a new World Land Speed Record.
Jared, a student in Year 10, said the day was
‘very interesting and has inspired me to go
into engineering’, with another student
saying it was ‘so amazing and inspiring – a
great way to spend an afternoon!’
The school will be following the team with
keen interest, and is proud that ‘The Gryphon
School, Sherborne’ name will be displayed on
the Bloodhound tail fin when the car heads to
South Africa.

The set design was planned and created by
students as well as former student Gabriel
Macey who decided to return to The Gryphon
and help their entry again this year. Their
fantastic dedication to the piece was also
recognised by the Rock Challenge team who
presented them with the ‘Student Leadership
award’ for their hard work and commitment
to the performance.
The Gryphon Rock Challenge team smashed
the competition - as well as being awarded
1st place, they also received 13 individual
awards for excellence in: concept,
performance skill, choreography,
entertainment, stage use, visual
enhancement, set design and function,
lighting, stage crew, costuming character,
video performance, student leadership and
the cultural and educational award.
Head of Drama Holly Young said “The
students delivered an absolutely amazing
performance! The creativity and dedication
they have demonstrated over the past few
months on everything from choreography, to
set building, lighting to costumes and makeup, has been outstanding. All involved should

be very proud of their hard work”. The
Gryphon team will now progress to the Rock
Challenge Southern Premier Final at
Portsmouth Guildhall in April.

Challenge Plus trip to Oxford
Dr Otto led a trip for 17 students from Year
10 to Oxford University as part of the
Challenge Plus programme. Students had
a tour of Exeter College, an introduction to
the university and a Q&A session with
currents students. They also got to
experience a lecture about the history of

French poetry. It was a great experience
and beneficial to all the students, with
students saying ‘this day has made me
want to apply to Oxford’ and another
saying ‘I feel inspired to do all I can to
get in’.

4.
Geography
Year 7 Geography
Year 7 Geography students have been
playing their Kenya board games that they
have created. This was part of the Kenya
unit; the students were learning about the
country. The board games were to learn
more about rural to urban migration.
Students learnt about Kenya’s climate, the
country, its ecosystem and the problems of
rural to urban migration. Students learnt
about the shanty town of Kibera and wrote
essays on sustainable solutions for Kibera.

Year 8 Geography
Year 8 students went to Bristol Zoo on
Tuesday 20th and Wednesday 21st
February, the students were finding out
about animal adaptions to different
ecosystems with a focus on tropical
rainforests. They watched the seals being
fed and loved seeing the red panda. The
students had a special educational session
at the zoo. They found out about different
tropical rainforest animals and how they
had adapted to life in the different layers
of the forests. They got to hold
cockroaches, stroke snakes and meet a
tenrec (ask a year 8 student to find out
what a tenrec is!).

History Trip to Berlin

Year 11 Geography
On Tuesday 28th November the Year 11
Geographers went to Bristol city centre. To
study ‘How and why does quality of life
vary in Bristol?’ We were studying the
differences between the Broadmead
Shopping Centre and Cabot’s Circus to find
out the impact that the regeneration
scheme has had upon visitor numbers and
shopper type. Students had a range of data
to collect involving pedestrian counts.
A good day was had by all; the students
enjoyed the chance to see the differences
in the two areas and to wander around the
Christmas Markets stalls set up in the
centre of Bristol.
Sally Dutton - Head of Geography

Physics Busking

In March, 25 Year 10 girls had a guest speaker Alison Rivett from the Ogden Trust - she
taught them how to be 'Physics Buskers'! Everyone had a fantastic time exploring lots of
simple physics experiments including 'Straw Oboes' 'Hangar Playing' and 'Cocktail
Balloons'. The Gryphon Girls Physics Busking Team will now be visiting primary schools to
teach Year 5 and 6 students about physics, they will represent the Gryphon as confident
female physicists and show how fun it can be!
Miranda Cox - Science

Although I have taken groups of Gryphon
students to Berlin many times, this year’s
trip was special due to a personal link that
two of our students have to the historical
sites we visited. Part of the visit has always
included a tour of Sachsenhausen
concentration camp, a site used by the Nazi
government to hold their political and racial
enemies and use them as slave labour. The
conditions prisoners were held in were grim
and the remaining structures at the site
confirm this.
Two of our students, Leo and Sam Cassell,
were aware that their great-greatgrandfather, Kurt Eisner Junior, was held at
Sachsenhausen. Kurt Eisner Jr. was the son
of a leading figure in the German
revolutionary movement. Kurt Eisner Senior
had become Prime Minister of Bavaria in a
socialist revolution after the First World War.
Although the revolution was short-lived,
Eisner remained an iconic figure to many
Germans. His son, Kurt Eisner Jr., was an
important figure in his own right making a
name for himself as a distinguished writer
and media expert of the left, work that drew
him to the attention of the Nazis. In 1933
Kurt Eisner Jr. was arrested and ended up in
the concentration at Sachsenhausen, north
of Berlin. He was held here for 6 months. The
museum guide was able to show us letters
that he had written which are on display at
the site and told us about the sort of
conditions he had to endure at the camp. He
was later transferred to Buchenwald
Concentration Camp. During a search of his
detachment’s workshop, the SS discovered
sixty bars of soap that did not belong to him.
He refused to name the thief and took the
blame. Kurt Eisner, Jr. was subsequently

killed by lethal injection in the inmates’
infirmary on 26 August 1942.
To hear a story of someone so close to our
own students was extremely moving and
made the past connect vividly with the
present. It was an occasion that affected all
of our students and it was a privilege to be
part of such an occasion.
The trip to the Stasi prison in East Berlin was
of particular benefit as this is the site that
our GCSE students will be studying for their
‘History Around Us’ unit on the GCSE course.
The students on the trip had a chance to see
first-hand the rooms used by the Communist
government of East Germany to interrogate
political prisoners as well as the cells where
prisoners were kept, complete with hard
wooden beds that were always too short for
the average prisoner and a bucket that
served as a toilet. The students were able to
take photographs and collect information
that they can share with their peers, adding
something extra to their study of the past.
The visit involved exploring serious and
hard-hitting aspects of history but the
students also had a chance to experience the
lighter side of the vibrant city that makes
Berlin such a modern and dynamic place.
There was a chance to visit the famous
chocolate shop in Mitte, to see Berlin at
night from the top of the T.V. tower and show
off bowling skills in the evening.
Many thanks to the students, Mr Baker, Mrs
Brighouse, Mr Smith and Miss Reddaway for
helping to ensure the trip was a great
success.
Steve Phillips - Head of History

History

The Mother’s Cross
This Mother’s Cross (a silver award) would be given to a mother
who had six children, as a reward from Adolf Hitler. You would
receive bronze for four children and gold for eight children. This
award was established on the 16th December 1938; however,
like the original owner, the date this was awarded is unknown.
My dad came across this interesting artefact whilst at an auction
(he is an antique dealer) and thought it “had a look of quality”. It
is in very good condition and it is estimated that up until
September 1941 there were a total of 4.7 million recipient
mothers honoured with the Mother’s Cross decoration. The first
public presentation ceremony was held on Mother’s Day (the
21st of May 1939).
Chloe Lewis - Year 10

As part of their Medieval Realms course, 7B were asked to create medieval shop
signs based on the research they had done into medieval towns and guilds. Due to
high illiteracy levels in medieval England, the focus of the task was to create symbols
and images that conveyed information on what was being sold.
Chris Smith - History

5.

Little
Little Gryphons have had a fun-filled and exciting
term! The children dressed up and enjoyed a trip
to Winstone’s book shop in Sherborne to listen to
stories, as part of National Storytelling Week, and
made pancakes for Pancake Day. Forest School has
started again so they have been out in the garden
bug-hunting and building dens which they have all
really enjoyed. We celebrated Chinese New Year,
with children in Woodland making dragon puppets
and putting on a puppet show, as well as trying
Chinese food. In Meadow room as part of British
Science Week the children have been exploring
the properties of ice, using warm water to free
dinosaurs that had been frozen in ice! And in
March they all had a great time dressing up as
their favourite characters for World Book Day.
The nursery was also visited by Ofsted in January,
and we were delighted to once again receive a
‘Good’ rating. Our staff were praised for planning
“challenging activities and outings that motivate
children to learn” and for providing “good support
to help all children understand their feelings and
develop positive relationships”.

Gryphons

?

Am I up to the Ten Tors Challenge
Am I capable? After a bitter, bleak and wet
walk on Dartmoor on the 20th January the
team started to question; are we capable of
the challenge? Within the first 10 minutes
of walking we were all soaked through with
the icy wind pushing endless rain onto our
dripping wet faces, saturated gloves
freezing our hands, and 80 litre rucksacks
constantly tugging at our shoulders.
It was misty, the moor a waterlogged
muddy sponge filling our boots with
freezing water. The river was a flooded and
the water raced against the current. We
were unable to cross but persevered into
the rain to find somewhere we could cross,
discovering deeper bog and the potential
possibility of jumping over a slippery rock.

Asha trip

Only singing, Kendal Mint Cake and
Terrence the turtles would keep up the
moral and prevent giving up!

World Book Day

Eventually we managed 19.5km, returning
back to the mini bus and a damp set of
spare clothes. After the events of the
practice walk the team is determined to
train even harder, attending CV training on
Mondays and Fridays at 8:00 and after
school rucksack walks on Wednesdays. It’s
not easy but after running 5k in the
morning you feel like you can achieve
anything! THE TEN TORS CHALLENGE 2018.
WILL WE COMPLETE IT?

World Book Day was on Thursday 1st March
this year, but we were unable to celebrate on
this day due to the heavy snow forecast, so
instead we did it a week later on Thursday
8th March. As usual there was great rivalry
between departments and PE were crowned
the winners with The Hungry Caterpillar (one
of the nursery’s favourite books), closely
followed by Science who dressed up as
characters from Peter Pan and involved
every member of staff. English came as
different characters from Roald Dahl, and
Geography - The Book of the World, dressed

Amber Wright - Year 10

As part of the fundraising and awareness raising for the
joint schools trip to India to work with the Asha project
two students were interviewed at a recent event in
Yeovil. Lucy Robinson and Hannah Scollen (Year 12) were
interviewed about the upcoming trip at a curry night at
Yeovil Gateway Church. They spoke passionately about
the work they hope to do and the difference they hope to
make and what they think they will gain. The girls also sold pottery as part of their
fundraising. The students from The Gryphon, Sherborne Girls and Leweston are continuing
to meet regularly and plan their trip. The next planned events are a non-school uniform
day at the Gryphon in April and presenting to the Sherborne Faith In Action Committee.

as people from different countries. Bellatrix
LaStrange and Hermione Granger ran the
LRC for the day, with lots of Sixth Form
students doing double takes. The students
who made the effort to dress up really
excelled themselves and looked fantastic.
As usual students were all given World Book
Day tokens which they can put towards
buying a book. At the beginning of every
lesson one of the 500 Word Stories was
played to students to enjoy.

Snow Heroes
While many of us enjoyed the recent snow days, travel conditions did prove hazardous to
some. So well done to Year 10 students Chris Reed and Byron Kadir who assisted local
residents with pushing their car when it got stuck in snow in Sherborne. The residents
wrote to the Blackmore Vale magazine to express their gratitude, saying “These young
lads could not have been more helpful and well mannered. Not only did they push the car,
they insisted on carrying our luggage and helping us home and then offered to go
shopping for us at the corner store. These are two young people of whom the school and
the community should be proud”.

Alumni
Alumni
Alumni
Alumni
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Alumni

Alumni

CAREERS FAIR
The Gryphon School hosted Dorset and Somerset’s first Careers & Degree Apprenticeship Fair
in January, with more than 40 employers as well as universities in attendance. More than 900
people from across the region attended the event, and it was great to see so many young
people considering their career options.
Degree apprenticeships are becoming a
popular choice for school leavers - they
provide an opportunity to gain a full
bachelor’s degree or masters’s degree, and
are designed in partnership with employers.
Students can study part-time at a university
or college, while spending the rest of their
time with their employer and earning a
salary. Companies such as Airbus, JP Morgan,
BAE, Thales and Farnfields Solicitors were
joined by local companies such as Hunt’s
Foodservice, Porter Dodson LLP, and
Compass Video, with a huge variety of
sectors offering opportunities for all
students.

The afternoon session was open to students
from The Gryphon as well as other schools
across Dorset and Somerset, with many
bringing buses of students to the event.
Schools that attended were The Purbeck
School (Wareham), The Blandfold School,
Sherborne School, Sherborne School for
Girls and Leweston School. The evening
session was open to the public including
parents, with students from other local
schools also attending including Preston
School, Sturminster Newton School, Ansford
Academy and Bucklers Mead.

George Botley
George Botley, who completed his A levels at The Gryphon School in 2012, returned
to visit us to catch up with Philippa Huggins, who was his Head of Year, Joe Miles, who
taught him ICT as well as Tom Crassweller, who taught him Business Studies. George
went on from The Gryphon School to UWE, Bristol to study BSc Enterprise Computing.
Upon graduating with a First Class Honours, he then enrolled in an 18 month
commercial pilot license course with L3 Airline Academy.
George has just returned from training in New Zealand where he successfully passed
his commercial pilot skills test and he now has only 6 months left of his course before
being fully qualified and able to apply for a job with an airline. George has kept a
blog of his training, www.pilotgeorge.co.uk which has been nominated in the UK Blog
Awards, making it to the public voting stages within the Education and Vlog
categories, which is fantastic news. It was great to be able to catch up with George
and find out more about what he has been doing since he left us as well as discussing
the pilot course that he is on. It is a really exciting time for George and we cannot
wait to see his career develop.

Charlie Rex
Former Gryphon student Charles
Rex recently completed his Officer
Training at Sandhurst, and
graduated top of the cadet class,
receiving the Sword of Honour
from HRH Prince Harry.

Iwan Joins Team GB
I started Karate at the start of Year 10 (September 2016) and have been developing my
skills since then and I am now an orange belt. My first tournament was at the start of
March 2018 and this also happened to be a qualifier to represent Team GB in the
European Martial Arts Games 2018 in August. I was entered into two events by my
Sensei who has helped me so much throughout, and was there with me and some others
from the club. In the tournament I won Silver in both events which meant that I was
invited to represent Team GB in the summer. I am now representing Team GB this year
and this is an amazing achievement that I never thought would happen as I have never
been the sporty type of person.
Iwan Thomas - Year 11

Anna Gawler
The Gryphon School was delighted to
recently welcome back former student
Anna Gawler, who visited us for National
Apprenticeship Week. Anna is currently
undertaking an apprenticeship with
Cobham Mission Systems in Wimborne,
which will enable her to progress on to
higher study and to further her career.
Anna spoke to all Year 10, Year 11 and a
large group of Sixth Form students about
her choice to follow an apprenticeship and
the opportunities that are available
besides full time education after 16 or 18.

Skate Park
Flares, Superman, Bry-flips, 360’s and tuck
no-handler’s are all things that mean very
little to a lot of us. But to a select group of
boys this means team work, bravery,
confidence and a whole lot of skill! Believe it
or not, these scooter tricks have all been
completed by students from years 7 to 10
who have been regularly attending

supervised visits to Sherborne Skate park.
These visits are to encourage further
development in socialising, team work and
promote positive behaviour and awareness.
So far some excellent tricks and skills have
been produced and we are looking forward
to seeing more in the near future.
Jamie Haynes - Learning Mentor

Anna said ”I decided to do an
apprenticeship because I had a passion for
learning and working in the engineering
and aerospace industry. I wanted the
opportunity to be able to gain skills and
the independence needed to succeed
working in industry. My family and friends
have been extremely supportive towards
my decision to join Cobham which has
made the whole process a lot easier.
I think it’s important for others to see what
opportunities are available for them, and
an apprenticeship is definitely worth
considering.”

Charlie studied English Literature
and Language, History and Biology
at The Gryphon before heading to
the University of Cardiff where he
attained a First Class Honours
Degree in Ancient History. Whilst
there he joined the Officer
Training Corps, and following a
challenging interview process he
was offered a place at Sandhurst in
January 2017. After 44 weeks of
training, he graduated top of his
class of 160 Officer cadets and on
15th December 2017 he was
presented with the Sword of
Honour by HRH Prince Harry.
Charlie will now join the Rifles
Regiment after four months of
training on the Brecon Beacons.

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKEDIN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’
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Sixth Form

Applying to University
in the USA
I was first attracted to the Sutton Trust by
George Goodfellow - a current Year 13 student
who completed the programme and is now
looking to study at a top American university.
The prospects of travel, meeting new people
and experiencing new cultures were enough
to motivate me to give it a shot and apply for
the US-Fulbright Programme. Initially, the
chances of success appeared to be rather slim:
typically receiving over 1,750 applications
nationwide the Sutton Trust only select 175
people against criteria of high academic
potential and extra-curricular work.
Nevertheless I attempted the application and
soon found myself completing small 100-

word essays alongside a five minute video to
be uploaded online. A month since sending
my application, I was lucky enough to be
chosen to be one of the 175 students in
Cohort 7; now I can look forward to a four-day
residential in London and a week at a top
American university, to learn more about what
it’s like to study in the USA and how a UK
student can convert their qualifications in
order to apply. The Sutton Trust US
Programme is a unique and remarkable
opportunity to experience University
education abroad and to produce a wellrounded, credible CV.
Stephen Finlayson - Year 12

40 Acts of

UCAS

Kindness
Was our challenge to complete an act of
kindness every day for 40 days over the
Lent period, it didn’t matter if they were
planned or off the cuff so long as it was a
selfless deed. The initial idea was a joint
operation between the schools of
Sherborne, led by the Chaplains of each
involved. We hoped that it would create a
positive atmosphere with people putting
others before themselves and having a real
think as to how and where they could
introduce kindness into their lives. Showing
people that the benefits of kindness hugely
outweigh the negatives for both the
recipient and the giver to help people
realise that being kind is not as difficult as
it may seem.
I decided to be part of the campaign as I
thought that it was a simple but, effective
way to bring others happiness. What may
be easy to you may have had a huge effect
on the person who received the kind act. I
believe in our social media obsessed world,
taking the time out of your day to show
others some love is a really important thing
as so often damaging words and actions fill
our lives. With more and more negative
events taking place in the world at the
moment, it is nice to show others that the
younger generation really do care about
their friends, family, and even strangers. I
think that kindness is contagious so, the
kinder you are, the kinder those around you
are. Isn’t that the sort of society we all want
to live in? I hope that you take up the
mantle again next Lent and I would
encourage you to carry on with your acts of
kindness as it really can make a difference.
Lucy Ham - Year 12

This year’s round of university applications
has been very busy; the Sixth Form team
and Mrs Rowe have supported over 130
current and gap year students in completing
and sending off their UCAS applications by
the 15th January deadline. Year 13 students
have had a comprehensive UCAS
preparation programme in order that they
make excellent applications to the
universities and courses of their choice.
This preparation started over a year ago,
and our current Year 12 students are
attending the UCAS convention in Exeter in
March as part of this on-going process.
Teachers across the school were also
trained on what universities are looking for
in references, focussing on skills linked to
future aspirations and specific examples of
achievement by the individual student. We
have already had a large number of
students receive offers from universities,
with two students holding places at the
University of Cambridge and one at the
University of Oxford as well as students
holding offers at Durham, Bristol, Bath,
Exeter, Southampton, Kings College London
and Cardiff amongst many others.
Alongside our success with university
applications, we also have a number of
students currently making applications for
higher degree level apprenticeships, art
foundation degree courses and
employment, with students successfully
progressing through the recruitment
process set by large, multinational
corporations such as Coca Cola and KPMG.
These students have had bespoke support
in the process, with mock interviews, CV
preparation and 1:1 meetings with Steve
Martin, Careers Advisor, and the Sixth Form
team.

Sixth Form Video
The Gryphon Sixth Form recently filmed a video about what life is like in the Sixth
Form. As well as being interviewed, students also took part behind the scenes, helping
to shoot B-roll around the school that was used in the final edit. You can view it online
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=smY-LruGaFg&t=4s

Rory is elected to the UK
Youth Parliament
Gryphon Sixth Former Rory Baird is taking his first steps on the political ladder after
being elected to the UK youth Parliament.
After weeks of campaigning by 12
contenders, and votes by some 14,000
young people (27,840 votes cast in
total), the four successful candidates
were announced on Friday 2 February, at
a ceremony at County Hall, Dorchester.
The role of the Members of the Youth
Parliament (MYPs) is to represent Dorset
on a regional and national basis, and
help engage young people in politics,
democracy and citizenship. They will
also deliver their own personal
manifestos to improve the lives of young
people.
The voting process is managed by Dorset
County Council. Deborah Croney, Cabinet
member for education, learning and
skills, said:

“It’s fantastic that so many young people
are passionate about making Dorset a
better place. I’m sure the successful
candidates will do an excellent job in
representing the aspirations of
youngsters across the county. I look
forward to seeing them debating in the
Houses of Parliament and supporting
them to deliver their manifestos here in
Dorset.”

Rory decided to run for election due to
his keen interest in politics, and is
looking to study Politics, Philosophy and
Economics at university next year. He
hopes his straight-forward approach will
help him promote his priorities which
include jobs for young people, helping
them explore all career options available
to them, and highlighting the need for
greater public transport for students in
rural areas such as Dorset.

8.

Sport

Girls Football

Boys Football - Year 7

Girls Football throughout the school has
been fantastic this term! The Year 7 and 8
team have performed brilliantly all year,
winning the annual Westfield tournament;
winning every game and not conceding a
single goal!

The Year 7 Football team have competed
brilliantly this term with excellent numbers
at training each week. Over 50 students have
attended either the lunchtime club or after
school club making for a serious selection
headache! After losing their opening game in
the cup the boys have bounced back
brilliantly, coming 2nd in our own indoor
tournament and 3rd in the annual Gillingham
tournament, only missing out on the final by
one goal! They recently dominated against
Sturminster, winning 6-0 and continue to
show great teamwork and sportsmanship on
the pitch. Keep it up boys!

They also came 3rd at the annual Gillingham
tournament, just missing out on a top 2 finish
and a ticket to the school games finals! The
Year 9 and 10 team have been equally
successful, winning their Westfield
tournament as well as the annual Gillingham
tournament for their age group. The girls are
consistently showing a great attitude at
training and have improved massively
throughout the year!

Girls Netball
Year 10’s have started their Yeovil and
District campaign with a bang - beating the
Westfield side 36-5. Gemma Alford starred in
the match along with several others, we’re
hoping the girls can continue in this vein, and
go on to defend their title. The Year 7’s also
started well, by beating Ansford School 17-7
in a closely contested match. Beth
Honeywell’s energy was key to the strong
passing game of the team, and with others all
contributing the future looks bright for this
talented group!

Boys and Girls Hockey
With the introduction of more North Dorset
School Games competitions this year the
Gryphon School has created new clubs and
new teams to allow us to enter and succeed
in many of the new events. This was
particularly evident with the North Dorset
Hockey event that took place recently. On the
build up to the competition a new club was
created to encourage more girls and boys to
play with a view to entering the competition.
Due to the popularity of the club for the Year
8’s both the boys and the girls managed to
field 2 teams for the event.
Each week the girls took on the boys to boost
the skills and confidence of all the players
and to allow them to pick up the rules and
tactics of the game quickly. This really paid
off as on the day of the tournament all the
Gryphon Hockey teams showed just how
much they had learnt and outshone the
opposition with style and finesse. With both
the Boys and Girls teams winning their
matches they have now progressed through
to the Dorset School Games event where the
players will face some tough competition.

Boys Football - Year 8
The Gryphon School Year 8 Football team
made an impressive start to the season
showing great continuity from the successes
of last year. Having developed a strong squad
the players put on a superb performance
against Sturminster Newton High School
where they won 6-0. They also demonstrated
a real desire to win in the annual Gillingham
Astro Football tournament. Facing 7 other
teams the Gryphon players really stood out
and brought home the first trophy of 2018
for the school.

Boys Football - Year 10
Led by their inspirational captain Tom
Beeson, the Year 10 footballers are again
displaying the performances that their effort
deserves, and this is showing in their results
this term. Having progressed well to the
semi-finals of the annual Gillingham astro
tournament following several strong games,
the boys were unlucky to lose in a penalty
shootout against Shaftesbury. Credit to them
however, as they picked themselves up and
won the 3rd and 4th place playoff to finish
3rd overall. 2 weeks later they put in a
commanding display to beat a resilient
Sturminster side 3-0, Alex Thomas excelling
with his composure on the ball.

Boys Football - Year 11
The Year 11 footballers have so far contested
two difficult games, beating Sturminster 3-0
with Billy James commanding as ever at the
back. A very strong Gillingham side proved
too much, and despite resilience and plenty
of chances Gryphon went down 4-2.

Boys Football - Sixth Form
The Sixth Form 1st XI has really grown and
discovered more and more players in the
Sixth Form that are keen to represent the

school. With a host of wins under their belt
the players are becoming more accomplished
as a team and are really starting to show
their quality both on and off the ball. One of
the highlights was the Year 12 vs Year 13
match which saw 24 players battling it out
for a place in the 1st XI. After a tense start
and end to end battles, the Year 13’s
managed to clinch a goal at the stroke of half
time. The Year 12’s showed their team spirit
and really started to play with flowing passes
and purposeful tackles. The game ended with
an 8-1 win for the Year 12’s but the whole
game was played with great spirit and
brought to light some new players for the
squad.

skills before putting them into practice. All
leaders have had an opportunity to help at
sports clubs and lead in their PE lessons. We
have also hosted some fantastic events
including the Sherborne Area Basketball
Tournament where our leaders umpired and
scored all games and the Dorset Primary
Cross-Country Tournament where our leaders
were marshalls, time keepers and course
organisers. Our Sports Leaders are currently
planning for their observation lessons after
Easter when they will be assessed on their
leadership skills. The students are looking
forward to becoming involved in more
Primary School events during the summer
term.

Extra-curricular Clubs

Primary School Festivals

It is fantastic to see so many smiling and
enthusiastic faces coming along to sporting
clubs on offer at lunch time and after school.
Hugely popular as ever is the Sport For All
club, which offers those students who feel
they are not quite confident enough for
competitive fixtures to participate and enjoy
sporting activities such as dodgeball and
capture the flag. Our traditional sporting
clubs on offer this term, such as netball,
hockey and football, continue to experience
excellent numbers, and this has been
supplemented with a range of sporting clubs
such as jiu jitsu, water polo and American
football. We have also experienced
increasing numbers of student volunteers to
help coach and officiate within these clubs
and in school fixtures, great for their
development but also great for younger
years to see these role models first hand.
Student Achievements outside of school
Huge congratulations to Holly Kemp, Imogen
Kimber, Niamh Edghill, Sophie Lord and
Connie Symms who have qualified with their
team gym group for the Nationals on the
11th April in Newcastle - a fantastic
achievement and well deserved!
Congratulations also go to Chloe Nothover in
Year 9 who has qualified for the Dorset golf
squad, and to Georgie Paine also in Year 9
who has recently qualified for the regional
schools swimming event. In Year 12, Alice
Lockwood has progressed to the Bristol
rugby academy setup, and expert coaching
will develop her already impressive skill set.

The Gryphon school has been involved in the
hosting and running of numerous Primary
School Sports Festivals recently. Sport has
always provided a great opportunity for the
primary schools to access our facilities and
enable pupils to work with primary school
children in a sporting setting. Our sports
leaders worked superbly giving up time to
help run the primary school basketball and
cross country events. All our primary schools
in the area sent teams along to both events
where the pupils competed with great
energy and enthusiasm. Under the careful
watch of our sports leaders, the pupils were
able to officiate and motivate all the primary
children with great success and numerous
colleagues from the primary schools have
commented on how well they acted and ran
the event. This is an area we hope will
continue to thrive in and provide more
opportunities for all age groups across the
SAST.

Sports Leaders
This has been an incredibly busy term for our
Level One and Two Sports Leaders. Sessions
have been running every other week and
students have been learning new leadership

Twitter Feed
This year the Gryphon School PE department
are extensively using our twitter account to
post news regarding sporting fixtures,
results, competitions and clubs. Keep in the
loop by following @GryphonSchSport!

Cross Country
Our ever-enthusiastic cross country squad
made their way to Kings Park, Bournemouth
in January for the annual Dorset cross
country championships. Despite difficult
terrain and atrocious conditions at times, our
runners performed admirably, always with a
smile on their faces! Well done in particular
to Amy Northam in Year 10 and Alan Flechon
in Year 11, who qualified for the extended
South West squad.
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