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2.
WELCOME
The Spring Term brought with it the usual
range of opportunities and challenges,
including another snow day!

Parliament
Trip

We are so proud of the students and staff
that are part of The Gryphon School;
visitors unfailingly comment upon our
special atmosphere and ethos. Taking part
in learning walks around the school with
visitors such as fellow Headteachers,
Governors and representatives from the
Diocese is always a privilege as we
witness together the school in action. As
we look ahead to the Summer Term and
GCSE and A level exams we know that
students have been well-prepared to face
the challenges ahead.
Alongside our academic work, we continue
to provide a rich variety of extra-curricular
activities some of which are featured in
this newsletter. Trips, visits and in-school
activities ranging from Lego club to Maths
challenge give our students the chance to
develop their own gifts and talents; life in
all of its fullness is here. I am very grateful
to the staff who give their time so freely
to make all of these opportunities
possible.
At the end of this term we will have a
vacancy on our Local Governing Body.
Governors play a crucial role in guiding
our school and acting as vital “critical
friends” if you might be interested in
joining this team please contact me for
more details.
I hope that you have a very Happy Easter.

On the 12th March one hundred Year 9 students ventured to the Houses of Parliament and the London Eye. Film crews
surrounded the Houses of Parliament as it was a Brexit voting day and so the building was filled with politicians and
journalists covering the day’s proceedings. We toured the Royal Gallery, Robing Room and got an inside look at the House
of Lords. Following this we visited the London Eye to take in some of the London landmarks. We did have to contend with
quite a lot of rain but the students were fantastic throughout the day.
Stephanie Rann, Head of PSHE

Community and Business act
together for Safer Roads
A local road safety campaign is raising awareness of road safety near busy schools in Sherborne and the surrounding villages.
Sherborne Area Roadsafe is a campaign led by local parents, supported by Cllr Jill Warburton, Sherborne Area Schools Trust (SAST),
Dorset Police, Dorset & Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service, Dorset County Highways and the Chamber of Trade.
Police Inspector Darren Stanton said “This campaign highlights speeding as a major cause of death and injury for young pedestrians,
with the risk rising as children reach secondary school age.” Recent statistics from Dorset County Council show that 66 people died
on Dorset roads in 2017/18.
Cllr Jill Warburton said “This is a community partnership between local parents, schools,
police, businesses, the fire and rescue service and DCC Highways. We’ve risk assessed
road safety near each local school and drawn up a ‘hit list’ of work that needs doing. As
the campaign gathers momentum, we’re seeking help from local businesses to keep our
children safe by sponsoring a safety sign.”
Sherborne Area Roadsafe campaign aims to:
• Site Road Safety signs near local
schools. Signs will be designed by
local students, which each school
hosting a competition for the
successful design.
• Repaint road markings and hazard
signs near schools where needed
• Deliver road safety lessons to Year 5 &
6 children as they prepare to move up
in to Secondary school.

Nicki Edwards - Headteacher

• Present a Community Safety Event,
supported by local business sponsors
and safety groups, Dorset & Wiltshire
Fire & Rescue Service and Dorset
Police, showcasing the children’s
design work, and raising awareness of
road safety.

Each road sign will cost £300 and judges
chose the winning designs for the first
signs around the 20mph ‘gateways’ on
the A30 near Sherborne Primary School
and Sherborne Fire Station.
Head Teacher of the Gryphon School Nicki
Edwards said “Sherborne Area Roadsafe
can make a positive difference to the
safety of more than 3,000 children in the
Sherborne Area”
If your business or community can
sponsor a new road sign or support the
Sherborne Area Roadsafe campaign,
contact the Roadsafe team at
Roadsafecampaign19@gmail.com

Artwork
commended
by Chief
Constable
Sixth Former Josh Tregale received a
letter from the Chief Constable of
Avon and Somerset Police praising
the artwork he produced for his
GCSE Art project. Josh’s project was
based on turning violent imagery
into symbols of peace, and is now
travelling the country and being
displayed. Chief Constable Andy
Marsh QPM said “It gives me great
pleasure to know that everyone who
sees your work will also take in the
message about how peace triumphs
over violence and learn that police
play an important part in this. Thank
you for promoting such a positive
message.”

3.

Music
Primary Schools Music Roadshow:
In February the music department once again
went on our yearly music tour to showcase
each of our different extra-curricular
ensembles and to promote playing
instruments and singing to primary age
children. We visited four of our local schools
in two days, giving four 45-minute concerts,
performing music in a large range of musical
genres and styles. A special mention needs
to go to each of our soloists.

World Book Day
Staff and students once again made a huge effort, dressing up in a wonderful
array of costumes for World Book Day! Science dressed up as the cast of Lord of
the Rings, English dressed up as characters from Harry Potter, and PE went back
to their childhood, dressing as Mr Men and Little Miss characters. As well as
donning costumes, staff shared their favourite books with students and had their
photographs taken to be used in posters around the school to show that
everyone reads and has different tastes in fiction.
At the start of each lesson during the day, students had a different 500-word
story played to them, all of which came from the winning entries of last years’
Radio 2 competition. LRC Manager, Julie Hoskins said “Reading is so important to
all students and our aim is to encourage all students to explore the huge range of
fiction available to them. We have around 4,000 fiction books here for them to
borrow, and we want to encourage them to find books they enjoy.”

Rotary Club Youth Makes Music:
Congratulations to the Choir who performed
brilliantly at this year’s Sherborne Rotary
Club’s Youth Makes Music charity fundraising
concert on Wednesday 20th March.
Congratulations also to the many Primary
Schools who sang and performed at the
event earlier in the evening.

Raising the roof at London Waterloo!
Following on from last year’s successful trip,
more than 120 singers and musicians plus
staff from The Gryphon School and
Sherborne Girls’ School once again raised the
roof of Waterloo Station before Christmas,
entertaining thousands of festive travellers
with carols during the rush hour at London’s
busiest station and raise money for both the
Waterloo and Sherborne food banks.
This was another joint collaboration between
our two schools and is the largest event of its
kind to be staged at Waterloo Station in the
course of the year. A huge thank you to the
volunteers who turned out to collect in
donations from passers-by. The final sum
raised was a staggering £3,500 within two
hours, £500 more than last year.

A magical Harry Potter Night!
Students were wowed when The Gryphon School
transformed into Hogwarts for it’s annual Harry
Potter night. The event which is coordinated by
Bloomsbury was popular as ever, with 40
students attending and taking part in the magical
activities. Harry Potter Book Night is all about
passing on the magic of J.K. Rowling’s amazing
books to the next generation of readers, as well
as celebrating with devoted fans.
After being sorted into houses by the Sorting Hat
in the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) students
were whisked off to a Potions lesson with the
Science department, where they made a
detoxifying potion and floo powder! This was
followed by Divination in the English
department, where students tried their hands at
reading tea leaves and writing their own
predictions for the future. The fun continued in a
Spells lesson in the MFL department, where

students worked to decipher the meaning of
spells and their Latin origins, before heading to
Maths for an origami lesson where students
made their own origami bat!
Staff donned Hogwarts professor’s outfits for the
evening, and as well as delivering enchanting
lessons, they held a quiz at the end of the
evening, where students demonstrated their
impressive knowledge of the Harry Potter world,
with Slytherin house being crowned the winners.
Julie Hoskins, LRC Manager, who organised the
event said “As ever this evening was a fun way to
celebrate students’ love of Harry Potter books.
Their knowledge always amazes me and the
attention to detail when planning their outfits is
brilliant! Despite it being 12 years since the last
Harry Potter book came out, the series still
captures the imaginations of students and we
want to encourage this love of reading”.

Organisation of the day by Chris Loder of
South West Trains Network Rail Alliance (an
ex-Gryphon student) took months to plan.
Travel to London and back was courtesy of
South West Trains with extra carriages added
especially.
With the help of Allens’ Organs, a full-sized
organ was played on the station concourse
by Simon Clarkson to the delight of passersby. Literally thousands of commuters
received an unexpected and uplifting
reminder of the meaning of Christmas as the
joint choir directed by John Jenkins (Director
of Music at Sherborne Girls’) and Val Mizen
and Nat Wilsher (from the Gryphon) sang,
alternating with playing from our own
Gryphon Brass ensemble directed by Steve
Fox.
This was an exciting event and we felt
enormously privileged to be part of it once
again to provide a brief musical treat for
people using the station. Food banks play a
vital role in the community of Sherborne and
Waterloo and we were very pleased to be
able to support them in this way.

Carol Service:
A massive thank you to all students who
performed, either singing or playing in this
year’s School Carol Service. The standard
achieved was superb and many parents and
staff commented afterwards on the quality
of what students’ achieved and the variety of
music and ensembles that performed. A huge
thank you to our organist Simon Clarkson, to
Nat Wilsher and Alistair Dean who directed
the Choirs, and to Amy Whittlesea who
directed the Recorder ensemble.

4.
Cyber Security
Competition
A number of girls from Year 8 recently took
part in a national online cyber security
competition called Cyberfirst, which has
been designed especially by GHCQ and ran
successfully from the 21st January to the
28th of January.
3 different teams took part in the
competition where the idea was for the
girls to work together to solve various
cyber security challenges. To achieve this
they had to work, discuss and research
together with the aim of solving as many
different challenges as possible, with more
becoming unlocked as the girls progressed
through the competition. To overcome any
difficulties the girls had to make use of an
open source software tool called
CyberChef, to answer various questions
across four different categories, earning
their team badges along the way.
Topics included: Cyber Security, Encryption
and Networks and every question

undertaken was derived from skills used
every day by cyber security professionals.
Team A
• Poppy W
• Lara S
• Lydia E
• Evangeline N
Team B
• Lia T
• Davina B
Team C
• Bella S
• Sofia M
• Shannon H
• Tilly L
Team C scored the most points overall and
therefore were the winning team. However,
all 3 teams were able to successfully
complete the required number of
challenges throughout the week to earn
them their cyber security certificates.

Year 8 trip to Bristol Zoo
On Wednesday 6th March and Thursday 7th March Year 8 students visited Bristol Zoo. This
was for their ecosystem topic in Geography, where they were finding out how animals have
adapted to their environment as well as thinking about the ethical considerations about
keeping animals in zoos.
Students had a zoo tour with a member of
staff and completed workbooks about
animal adaptations. Students had an
‘Animal Encounter’ session run by the zoo
team. These were 60 minutes long, in
special themed education rooms. We found
out about tropical rainforest environments
and how plants and animals have adapted
to life in the rainforests. We met African
hissing cockroaches from the forest floor
layer, a rainbow boa constrictor and a milk
snake from the lower canopy and a Giant
Malaysian Wood Nymph stick insect from
the canopy layer. Students also used their
mathematical skills to work out the rate of
destruction of the tropical rainforests. The
zoo talk also explained the role that Bristol
Zoo Gardens has in conservation of animals
around the world and some of their current
projects. For instance the education of local
people in the Comoro Islands about
sustainable farming methods, stopping the
practise of shifting cultivations to help
protect the Livingstone Fruit bats.
https://www.bristolzoo.org.uk/latest-zoonews/fruit-bat-appeal-is-a-third-of-theway-to-its-target

Challenge
Plus

A big thank you to Helen Smith who
ran the Bath Half Marathon in March to
raise funds to support disadvantaged
students with kit and fees for the Duke
of Edinburgh scheme – at last count
she’d raised £368!

On the 13th March, fourteen Year 10
students travelled to Exeter College Oxford
as part of the Challenge Plus scheme. The
students engaged in a programme that was
designed to stretch their thinking as well as
open their eyes to what the university can
offer. They were part of a cohort of students
which included four other schools on the
day.
The students participated in a workshop to
provide a solution for saving lives and
rebuilding communities on an imaginary
island nation following a natural disaster in
the area. The group had to plan and present
their idea back to their fellow students, and
delivered a compelling argument.
Subsequently they were given a tour of
Somerville College and workshops on A
Level choices and career prospects linked
with undergraduate degrees. The students
represented the school admirably and every
student I spoke to highly commended the
experience.
Dr Tony Otto (Science)

DofE – A new teacher’s view

In March student Sam Cooke competed in the
SW Prelims for tumbling. She competed at
National Level for girls 15+ with some a lot
older than her. She came 1st earning a place
in the national semi-finals in Birmingham in
June.

As a new teacher with an outdoor education background I was quickly recruited and
welcomed into Duke of Edinburgh programme. Since starting I have been amazed at the
strength and quality of both the Duke of Edinburgh award and the Ten Tors programme. I
have been mainly supporting and leading the Bronze award this year with around 70
students taking part, some of The Gryphon’s highest numbers to date. Through this I have
met the extensive number of volunteers that help support our programme, and I have been
blown over by the warmth, generosity, enthusiasm and expertise of these wonderful people
that we are so lucky to have supporting us and our students through training. Without these
extra and vital pairs of hands we would certainly not be able to run such a successful
scheme. Through working and challenging the students through the DofE programme it is a
true reflection of The Gryphon’s 10:10 ethos.
Mischa Beccaro, Teacher of Art

ALUMNI
George Goodfellow
“My name is George Goodfellow and I am a first-year Stamp's Presidents and
Create-X scholar at The Georgia Institute of Technology in Atlanta, Georgia. I am
majoring in Industrial Engineering with a minor in Architecture.
I am heavily involved in the Outdoor Recreation department for Georgia Tech
(ORGT) where I am a Mountain Biking Instructor-in-training. I am currently going
through the progression to becoming an instructor, which will allow me to lead
trips ranging from local days trips to 10-day international expeditions. Through
this organisation, I have also started climbing, white water kayaking, bikepacking,
and canoeing, all of which centre around learning leadership skills. In the last
week, I've become a certified Wilderness First Responder, which allows me to
deal with medical emergencies when we're on trips in the backcountry, which is a
key part of being an Instructor. Through ORGT, I am also a member of the firstyear CORE 7.0 leadership program. This is a group of 20 freshmen selected for
leadership development through various outdoor activities. These 19 students
have become some of my closest friends who I spend my weekends outdoors
with climbing, backpacking and much more. As we come to the end of the first
academic year, CORE is organising 3 5-day backcountry expeditions. Our 8-man
trip includes biking 112 miles across the tri-state border region of North Carolina,
South Carolina, and Georgia.
My largest project at the moment stemmed from a class. As a member of the
Grand Challenges Living Learning Community, I am part of a 6-person team
working on infrastructure technology for the new wave of small personal electric
vehicles (scooters) sweeping across Asia and America. On February 25th of this
year, we flew to Miami for the safe Streets Summit, where we met key players
including Uber and Lyft, both of whom we are now in conversation with about
potentially implementing our technology for testing. During the event, we were
lucky enough to meet Anthony Foxx, the 17th Transport Secretary under the
Obama administration and now Chief Policy Officer at Lyft. Like everyone else at
Tech, I have a number of side projects I'm working on, which may or may not come
to fruition but provide a good platform for developing new skills. These include
designing a new Litter Basket for Mountain Rescue. Currently, these are very
large, cumbersome pieces of equipment for carrying casualties out of the
backcountry. When a Mountain Rescue team is dispatched, many claim it is this
singular thing that slows them down mostly due to the weight.
All these skills, developed before and during my time at Georgia Tech, have
allowed me to get an internship this summer at Keep Tech in Atlanta. Here I'll be
working with both the design and business teams on the future of vehicle
security. This is all under the guidance of David Moeller, a Georgia Tech graduate
who has gone on to build and sell 4 multi-million dollar businesses and is now
the CEO of one and president of another, as well as chasing further start-up ideas.
My experience at Georgia Tech hasn't been about academics. It's been about the
extra-curricular activities and the skills those have provided me. By the time I
reach industry, much of what I learnt in the classroom will be obsolete. What my
classes provided me is a framework for thinking through problems and
implementing solutions. The extra-curricular activities I do give me to the realworld skills and experience. One of the best pieces of advice I've been given
during my time here is this, "A degree gets you an interview. It's everything else
of your resume that gets you a job."

STEM students design
stealth boat!
On the last day of the Dorset STEM week, five
Year 9 girls from the Gryphon School joined
girls from eleven other Dorset schools to learn
more about STEM careers and engineering by
designing their own stealth boat at an
excellent event.The event was organised by
underwater defence technology company
Atlas Elektronik UK in conjunction with the
engineering charity Smallpeice Trust and took
place at their UK Headquarters at the Dorset
Innovation Park in Winfrith, Dorset. In teams
of 6 or more the girls were supported by Atlas
Elektronik STEM graduates in each group who
were supporting the teams. Judging of the
final boat projects was by the company’s own
senior in-house STEM experts.
The aim was to “Design and build a stealth
boat, balancing the benefits of speed versus
sound in a cost effective manner”. It included

the design, construction, evaluation and basic
testing before the videoed grand final of the
boats using the Acoustic Test Tank at Atlas
Elektronik, where the students could see the
UK’s largest underwater anechoic chamber
that the company uses for its marine work. For
the day the Gryphon girls where split up and
had to work with students from other schools
whom they had never met. Teamwork, science
and engineering skills, leadership and
innovation were the order of the day. All
enjoyed the day and it really gave the girls an
insight into how working in a team with
people you did not know and jointly solving
technical issues which was so rewarding.
ATLAS ELEKTRONIK’s STEM initiative is a
scheme providing opportunities for young
people to nurture their imagination within
these fields.
Steve Martin, Careers Advisor

The Big Bang at Bovington Tank Museum
In the first STEM Careers day to be organised in Dorset, we took a group of Year 8 and Year 9
students to Bovington to find out about possible career routes involving the STEM subjects of
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Maths. Dorset STEM week had the key message that there is
a multitude of jobs in these fields, which are open to all. Some are technical and office-based, but
they can also be outside and very active. Some involve travelling, helping people, working for
businesses both large and small or for government organisations.
The event was in two parts, when we arrived we had time to look around the exhibits in the Tank
Museum and to explore stands from a variety of companies which had some amazing examples of
technology including spider-like robots, flight simulators, tracked robots, all types of medical
devices and of course various giveaways such as pens, wrist bands and key rings!
The second part was where students watched a
show entitled “Engineering for Life” presented by
Becky Holmes from Sciencemadesimple.co.uk.
This was an interactive show that was included a
live ultrasound scan, how much water a nappy can
hold, followed by exploring cryogenics by freezing
eggs and flowers in liquid nitrogen at -197oC plus
and a whole lot more. The presentation
demonstrated how science and engineering can
make the world a better, safer place. Our
students found this a really interesting. All this
and more can come from taking a career route in
the STEM subjects!
Steve Martin, Careers Advisor

George Goodfellow (left)

5.

Astrodome
“On Monday some Year 7’s went to
Sherborne Girls School to explore an
Astrodome, there were twenty of us,
we were all excited to visit the dome.
We learnt lots of facts, including that
Jupiter has 79 moons, one of which is
called Europa and has water ice on it.
The one fact that I really enjoyed was
that even in the daytime there are still
stars in the sky but because the sun is
so bright you can’t see them” (by
Saffron, Year 7)

6.

Little Gryphons

Blossom by blossom the spring begins, one of our favourite times of the year with our Little
Gryphons. We have some really exciting new residents in the vicinity of nursery, there are
sheep in the field opposite us that we can visit every day, we have a woodpecker that greets us
every morning from the Woodland garden and a family of Blue Tits that are living in our
caravan (bird box!) in the Meadow garden! We are very much looking forward to studying
ourselves and exploring the people and the world around us in our new ‘Growth’ topic for the
term. When talking to a child about the ladies in nursery that are pregnant, a child asked ‘Is that
why their belly grows so big?’, ‘Yes, that’s exactly why’ I replied, the child looked thoughtful
and said ‘I’m going to ask my Grandad if he has a baby in his belly?’. We smile and laugh every
day at the wonderful conversations we are lucky enough to have with the children we care for.
There are lots of exciting activities planned to take place in and around the nursery and the
local community. We recently visited Abbey Care Home to share World Book Day with residents
which was such a success that we have been invited to return for an Easter Egg hunt next
month! On Saturday 18th May 10am-1pm the nursery will be full of fun and activity. We are
hosting an Open Day and Nearly New Children’s Car Boot Sale, there will be refreshments,
activities and a chance to meet the team J. *all families that enrol on the day will receive a free
days childcare*A.

Maths
Primary Maths Challenge Day
In mid-April, the most able Year 6 mathematicians from around Sherborne came together
to compete in The Gryphon’s Primary Maths Challenge Day. Each school sent a team of 4
students to compete throughout the day on a number of different rounds that would test
students’ mathematical ability, speed, logic and strategy.
The students were aided throughout the day by a fantastic team of Year 9 students from
The Gryphon, who helped to keep score and ensure the day ran smoothly.
The final results showed what a closely fought competition the day had proven to be:
• 4th place: Sherborne Abbey 227 points
• 3rd place: Bradford Abbas 231 points
• 2nd place: Sherborne Primary 267 points
• 1st place: Bishops Caundle 270 points

Gryphon student Joshua
Shortman is named as a
TEDxSherborne speaker
Sixth Former Josh Shortman has just
been named as one of the speakers at
the inaugural TEDxSherborne event this
May. More than 100 speakers applied
and Josh successfully navigated two
rounds of auditions, no mean feat for a
17 year old. Josh has a keen interest in
history, particularly the Cold War era,
both inside and outside of school. He
was struck by the magnitude of the
period – the conflict of the two greatest
political ideologies, resulting in the
triumph of democracy, political
revolutions and the creation and
dissolution of countries and states. In
stark contrast, he says the current
political climate seems ‘entirely petty by
comparison’. Unsurprisingly then, this
has provided the inspiration for Josh’s
speech at TEDx, which will be focused on
democracy.
When he first applied to be a TEDx
Sherborne speaker Josh says he “had no
idea of the scale of the event – I’d never
have anticipated this interview for
example!” The TEDx team was inundated
with applications, and there was a
competitive selection process. While
some may have found this daunting, Josh
said it was a surprisingly enjoyable
experience, and hearing the other
auditionees and chatting to them was
incredibly interesting. After getting
through the first round, Josh has been
supported by the TEDx team and
Gryphon teachers who have provided
guidance, coaching and acting advice.
Teacher Beth Oxford said “TEDx is a
fantastic opportunity for young people in
our town to get their voices heard. I am
incredibly proud that he has been
selected to speak. Josh has worked really
hard on an interesting idea, one which is
relevant to all young people and he, and

all of the other speakers, will gain a great
deal from this experience”.
Josh’s final audition was delivering a five
minute talk on his chosen topic and
having impressed the selection panel, he
is now working on developing this into
his 18 minute long speech for the
TEDxSherborne event on May 9th. Josh
says, “The whole experience has been
amazing, and is helping with my
confidence in public speaking. The more
I do it, the better I get and it’s wonderful
to have this impetus to work on my
speaking skills. Having the other
speakers to talk to and seek advice from
has also been incredibly helpful. It’s such
an exciting opportunity to be involved in
a TEDx talk that will be available
globally, for posterity.” As well as
preparing for the TEDx talk, Josh is also
studying for his A levels in History,
English Literature and Music.
Specialising in playing the recorder (he is
currently Grade 8), he also plays the
piano and saxophone. Having only
moved to Dorset last year, he says the
atmosphere at The Gryphon was
‘immediately supportive’ and he is
enjoying his time in the Sixth Form. He
hopes to go on to study a combination of
Human Social and Political sciences.

Congratulations to all students who took part in the event

Primary Chess
This term we also welcomed students from nine local primary schools to take part in a
Primary Chess Tournament. Thirty four students competed and the students were all
fantastic, both in their chess playing, their attitude and resilience throughout the day, and
their eagerness to learn new skills and techniques (many will have used 'Castling' and 'En
Passant' for the first time!). The final school totals were calculated using each school's top
three performers on the day, which ultimately saw Bradford Abbas retain their winning
position held from two years ago. Thank you also to our Year 7 helpers: Maya, Lilly-Mae,
Isabel, Laura and Eleanor.

Maths Challenge
In other news, a selection of Gryphon students in Year 9, 10 and 11 have just competed in
the UK Intermediate Maths Challenge. This is a great opportunity for our students to
challenge their Maths ability and understanding outside of the classroom. Students are
competing for Gold, Silver and Bronze awards. We are again awaiting these results with
great anticipation. Another huge thank you to Mr Unwin and Miss Fraser for leading these
events for the students.

Lego Club
Recently the Lego Club has been making a model of Sherborne Abbey out of Lego.
Thanks to the generosity of the Sherborne County Fair – that has helped fund this latest
project - construction is well underway. A group of enthusiastic students have spent
time planning, building and rebuilding to create a scale model from photographs of the
Abbey. We hope to complete construction soon!
By Emma Brown, Teacher

Sixth Form

University
Trips
In December, we took a group of Y12
students to Plymouth University to find
out more about Higher Education.
During the day we had talks on student
finance, what it is like to be a student
and a brief introduction to the
university application process.
Students learnt about how to create a
personal statement; how to convey
their understanding of and interest in
their chosen subject through reflecting
on wider reading, work experience and
their studies so far. Students then had a
tour of the campus followed by an
introduction lecture on climate change
by Dr Jenny Gales, demonstrating the
difference between school and
university-level study. Students learnt
a lot on this trip, and came away with a
wider understanding of the application
process and how universities work. On
Monday 11th March the Sixth Form
took just under 140 students up to the
University of West England. This was
the location this year for the annual
UCAS convention, where
representatives from over 150 higher
education providers were there to talk
through what their universities are like
and the courses on offer to the
students. It was an excellent way for
students to start collating their
thoughts on where they might like to
study after the Gryphon Sixth Form
application soon!

Our Trip to Granville
We were a group of eight - 2
chaperones from Sherborne
Douzelage, and 6 French A Level
students, all waking up bright and early
on Saturday the 3rd of March to get to
the ferry at Poole Harbour. Upon
reaching Cherbourg, we were greeted
by Jean-Claude; our French guide, who
kindly hosted us for 3 nights in his
lovely house near the coast. Upon
arrival, we drove to Coutances and saw
the breath-taking cathedral and
beautiful botanical gardens, situated
on a hill. After a long day, we finally
made it to our destination, Granville, where, to our surprise, it seemed the party had
already started. People were walking around everywhere in a variety of brightly
coloured onesies, and we were not quite sure what we had gotten ourselves into. An
evening of lively music and hearty French food left us excited for Sunday’s 145th
“Carnaval de Granville”. Croissants were a welcome sight the next morning, giving us
the energy we did not yet know we were going to need for the rest of the day. We met
our compatriots at the float dressed as snails and policemen; a protest against the
lowering of the speed limit. The rest of the day was spent walking through the packed
streets of the town, with the largest crowds any of us had seen cheering and throwing
confetti. The atmosphere was energising, helped by the lively, but deafening, music,
and is a feeling none of us will forget, especially during the night time carnival. None
of us wanted it to stop. Monday morning it was a struggle to get up after the previous
day, but we all found the strength and visited both a French school and Mont St. Michel.
On our last day, we did the carnival in our costumes a further two times for Shrove
Tuesday, with the assurance there would be a “Bataille de Confettis” to come. This
turned out to be an exhilarating experience, where confetti was thrown from floats in
massive amounts to people below, allowing everyone to throw handfuls of it. Covered
from head to toe in confetti, which seemed to stick everywhere, it was finally time to
go home on the overnight ferry, back to Sherborne. The carnival was an amazing
experience, which we all enjoyed thoroughly, and was unlike anything else we have
ever done before. We wish we could do it again and know that next year’s French A
Level students will love it just as much.
By Elena Harrison

Year 12 students talk to Syrian refugees about
their experience and integrating into Britain
This year our Sixth Form voted on which
charities they would like to support for
the next two years, and they picked one
international charity, “Mercy Ships” and
one local charity SHARES – Sherborne
Area Refugee Support. Therefore, as part
of our PSHRE programme we invited
SHARES in so that all our Year 12 students
can improve their understanding of what
a refugee is, and what life is like for them.
As such the students watched the BAFTA
nominated film “Aamir” showing a young
Syrian boy’s journey to Europe and the
difficult conditions that he encountered
living in the Jungle in Calais. Penny, Geoff
and Philip from SHARES highlighted some
of the work that SHARES have done to
support refugees, in terms of donations,
trips to the Jungle and supporting families
moving into the area and encouraged our
students to get involved in this. Perhaps
most importantly the students then heard
from Abdul and Manal, who moved to the

Sherborne area 18
months ago. They
told their story
about how they
had fled Syria due
the conflict, how
their house which
they had bought
just months
before hand, had
been bombed and
they had to leave behind other family
members to get to Egypt. They then
applied to the UK through the refugee
programme and feel extremely welcomed
and proud to live in this area. It was
extremely insightful to hear their story,
which has been replicated millions of
times and so important that our students
get to see what people have had to
encounter, and see and hear the
individuals behind generic news stories
and headlines.

Rotary Club
Aubrey Allan Award
Two of our Gryphon Sixth formers, Dora
Solloway and Holly Taylor, were awarded
the Aubrey Allan Award by the Rotary
Club of Sherborne Castles. These awards
are for Good Citizenship and charity work.
The presentations took place at a Rotary
Club event held at The Carpenter’s Arms,
and both Dora and Holly spoke
fantastically well, describing their
comprehensive work within refugee
support that has led them to winning this
award, including volunteering at RAFT
(Refugee Aid from Taunton), working in
the Jungle in Calais, and supporting
Amnesty International. Their enthusiasm
for their past, current and future
endeavours within this field is abundantly
clear, and is a real inspiration. Our thanks
go to the Rotary Club for recognising
these amazing young people and we look
forward to seeing what they go onto.

Screwfix
Enterprising students on their way to
Screwfix HQ to compete against fellow
Sixth Forms and colleges. Sixth Form
students from The Gryphon School are
celebrating after winning two places in
the Grand Final of ‘The Screwfix Skills
Challenge’ taking place at Screwfix HQ in
Yeovil on April 26th. The bespoke
challenge, sees students compete against
other colleges from across the region. The
students work on a real-life business
challenge set by Screwfix to create a new
offering for their DIY or Trade customers.
Commenting on the challenge, co-founder
Ben Dyer said “The challenge aims to
develop the core enterprise skills needed
for the world of work including
communication, collaboration, leadership,
problem solving and teamwork”. The 60
students involved learnt about how a
company like Screwfix operates, and
focused on the marketing. “Business,
Economics and Travel & Tourism students
took part in the Screwfix Skills Challenge.
We spent the day working in teams to
conjure up potential business
propositions for Screwfix, thinking about
specific target markets, marketing
techniques and viable finance solutions.
Finally we had to organise a presentation
to propose these ideas to the present
Screwfix employees. This was a truly
fantastic opportunity for us to build on
our creative skills as well as organisation,
teamwork and entrepreneurial skills and
was overall a really fun experience for all
involved!” (Georgina Rockett Year 12)
After tough competition throughout the
full day enterprise challenge, and lengthy
deliberation between the judges it was
decided that there would be two teams
representing The Gryphon at the finals
event. The runner up team chosen to pitch
at the finals were, group number 3
consisting of Anna Chant, Joseph Garcia,
Tala Cameron, Henry Slocombe, Jack
Royale and Drew Coffin. But each
competition needs a winner, and … team
number 10 truly delivered. Well done to
Klaudia Zadworna, Ben Henshaw, Rhys
Symes, Angus Buckland, Louis Fretwell
and Fred Stone. Congratulations to all of
the participating teams, and we look
forward to seeing them compete in the
final.

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKEDIN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’
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Sport

Outstanding performances:

Sports Leaders

One of the most outstanding performances
this term was that of the Year 11 girl’s
netball team. They attended their last finals
during their time at The Gryphon, and had
very high expectations of themselves having
won for the last 4 years. With a surprise
guest of Mrs Rowe coming to the finals, the
girls were excited to go for their 5th league
title in a row. They played some tough games
during the evening, but won all their games
and taking their 5th title since Year 7! Girl’s
football at The Gryphon has, as always, been
highly impressive and super competitive
since Christmas. The under-15 girls have
competed so well, getting to the 4th round of
the National Cup, the quarter finals of the
County Cup and coming 2nd at the
Gillingham astro tournament. The under-13’s
have been superb, making the quarter finals
of the County Cup where a very strong
Glenmoor team beat them in the last minute
of extra time. They didn’t let this set back
dampen their spirits as they went on to win
the Dorset School Games, becoming the best
team in the whole of Dorset, beating
Glenmoor in the semi-finals.

The Level 1 Sport Leaders have been actively
leading this term in multiple primary school
events from rugby to cross country. Sessions
have been running every other week with
students now working on their sessions
ready for the Sports Leaders Festival (their
assessment days) in April. It has been
fantastic to see how many Year 7 and 8
students have signed up to take part in this
event and we look forward to it being an
enjoyable couple of evenings full of sport
and leadership. The Level 2 Sports Leaders
have been working on planning and
preparing their event for a couple of months’
time as well as completing their compulsory
10 hours of leadership.

Last weekend Connie Symms (Year 9) and her
team were ranked number 1 in the country
for Junior Team Gymnastics! This is a huge
accomplishment and we have our fingers
crossed that they can retain this title in their
next competition in Liverpool. Georgie Paine
(Year 10) has had incredible success at the
recent swimming counties making the finals
in 400m Free, 50m Back, 200m Fly and 100m
Fly. She came top 5 in all four events and
received a bronze medal in 100m Fly. She
has completed 10 events recently and has
finished top 8 in all 10 with 10 PB’s.
Training with an England Netball Star:
As a PE department we have great links with
Yeovil Netball Club, and a number of our girls
play for the Junior and Senior Clubs. As part
of the Senior Club, our Year 9, 10, 11 and
Sixth Form team players had the opportunity
to attend a training session with the
Commonwealth Games Netball Gold Medal
winning Serena Guthrie. She did an intense
training session on communication and
positivity, and the girls have come away
inspired and ready to implement these skills
within their own games. If you would like to
play netball outside of school, please visit
www.yeovilnetballclub.co.uk for more
information.

Girls Rugby
At The Gryphon School, boy’s rugby has
always been strong, but our new under-13
girls team (formed this term) have been
mightily impressive! The girls all have
varying levels of rugby experience, but have
not let this stop them taking part in some
very competitive matches. The girls are
always raring to go and have won 4 out of the
5 games they have played. A highlight of
their year has been winning the Dorset
County Festival where they saw off
competition from both Dorset and Somerset!

phenomenal 93 goals and only conceded 31.
Having won all of their games in the pool
matches, they are sailing in to the finals on
Thursday 28th March – we wish the girls
good luck going for their 3rd finals title! The
Year 10’s have had a difficult start to the
netball season with multiple injuries, new
team members and playing against tough
opposition. The girls are still finding their
feet but have shown pure determination and
incredible teamwork skills during every
game they have played.

Hockey
On Wednesday 13th February two Year 8
hockey teams competed at a Quicksticks
tournament held at Gillingham School.
Although the girls were not used to the
Quicksticks rules they all showed off their
fantastic hockey skills with Team B finishing
3rd and Team A winning. Unfortunately the
Year 8 hockey boys just missed out on a
County Finals spot, losing to Gillingham in a
very tense North Dorset Final. Good luck to
the girls who have qualified for the finals.

Boys Football

It has been a fantastic start for the Year 7
Netball team, who have played in some
exciting and competitive matches. Once of
the best games they played was against
Holyrood, where they narrowly won, showing
the great resilience and team work the girls
have to offer. We have had over 40 girls
attending Netball Club which has been
outstanding, and all of the girls have
competed in a Gryphon tournament to let
them practice their skills in game situations.
All this hard work and training has paid off as
the girls are off to the finals on Tuesday 26th
March!

The Year 11 season kicked off with the
annual Gillingham 6 a-side tournament, and
the boys were keen to improve on past
efforts in their last year of competition. Both
our A and B teams performed admirably, with
the A team, propelled by the energy of Tom
Beeson and the flair of Mason Ridout making
it to the final. A tense contest with a strong
Sturminster side was played out, finishing as
a draw. Despite winning the semi-finals on a
penalty shoot-out, the boys couldn’t repeat
the act in the final, so had to settle with the
silver medal. A great effort by all. The Year
10 footballers have also been very successful
this half term. The boys came third at the
annual Gillingham tournament, only losing
on penalties in the semi-final. Since that
agonising defeat, they have gone on a
fantastic unbeaten run, a particular highlight
being the 7-1 victory over Sherborne School.

Year 8 girls have had an incredibly successful
netball season to date winning all of their
matches! Their commitment, perseverance
and skills have been outstanding in every
match and we look forward to seeing this
continue in the finals on Tuesday 26th March.
The Year 9 Netball girls have gone from
strength to strength this season. With a
versatile and resilient squad of 11 girls
playing in the matches, they have scored a

The Year 9 Football players have really
developed into a well-rounded team with
players settling into to regular positions and
cohesion showing through. With a whole
series of wins under their belt the players are
bringing back the results week in week out.
It has been a mixed season for the Year 8
boy’s team. They have worked hard on the
pitch, but the results haven’t all gone their
way. In the Gillingham astro tournament they

Netball

came a respectable second place, which is a
fantastic achievement. The Year 7 boys have
had a great start to their Gryphon School
football careers. In the inaugural Gillingham
Astro tournament, they came 3rd, showing
great resilience and creativity on the pitch.
Improving as a team each week, came up
short against strong opposition in Budmouth
and Huish but are playing some really nice
football.

Sixth Form Football
The Sixth Form footballers have seen high
levels of success this season, securing back
to back victories in the local derby against
Yeovil College, as well as seeing off a strong
Gillingham unit. The team have been ably
assisted by the precocious midfield
triumvirate of Captain Sam Yeo, and
playmakers Isaac Storey and Paul Johnson,
who have been able to dominate possession
in each game we have played and have been
instrumental to the team’s successes. The
team eagerly await the annual Richard Lund
trophy, which pits them against the finest
footballers Year 11 has to offer…….

Sixth Form Basketball
Sixth Form basketball has really taken off
this year. Mr Coelho’s boys are improving
every single week and their dedication is
second to none. They have competed
brilliantly against Yeovil College and
Sherborne School, and a strong King Arthur’s
side await them in their next match. Keep up
the good work boys!

KS3 Handball
After having very little knowledge of the
sport before the North Dorset Tournament,
both the girls and boys competed
fantastically with the girls coming second
and the boys being crowned Champions!
They went on to compete at the Dorset
School Games finals at Canford School and
did absolutely brilliantly, coming 3rd and
walking away with the bronze medals! All of
the players have been asked to trial for
Dorset in May so we wish them the best of
luck.

You can follow us on Instagram:
@gryphonschsport
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