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ANNIE SINNOTT MBE
GOVERNOR OF THE
GRYPHON SCHOOL
Annie Sinnott, who was one of our
dedicated and committed governors, died
suddenly in April at the age of 70. She will
be greatly missed by all of us, and we will
remember her with much love and affection.
Annie was appointed to the Governing Body
in January 2009 as one of its Community
Governors. Her positive response when
asked if she would join us was typical of
Annie, she was happy to help and delighted
that she had been suggested. As a member
of our Governing Body, we have been
privileged to enjoy and share her wit,
wisdom, passion and generosity of spirit.

‘Fabulous Experience’
In a project which is now in its sixth year, students from The Gryphon School and Sherborne
Girls have again traded places to compare educational experiences. Two girls from Year 7
and two from Year 8 spend a day in each other’s school going to lessons, taking part in extracurricular activities, sharing meals in their respective dining halls and much more. At the end
of the exchange all eight girls get together to talk and write about their experiences. They all
said how pleased they were to have taken part in the exchange. Despite the many
differences between them, not least the fact that there are boys at The Gryphon, both
schools, they said, have the same aims, to give the students the best education, and it has
been a great experience for us all.

The Gryphon School
has been given a
Gold Award for
LGBT+ inclusion in
the school
community. It
follows the School’s work
with Educate & Celebrate’s five point
Best Practice Programme. The aim of
the Programme is to make as many
schools as possible LGBT+ friendly by
including LGBT+ role models in lessons,
discussing LGBT+ issues openly and
supporting students who identify as
LGBT+. The 2010 Equality Act should
ensure that those who do identify as
LGBT+ are treated equally and fairly.
Unfortunately this is not always the
case, so by educating young people and
celebrating our diversity within school
we are hoping to challenge
discrimination. Even though the School
has only been working with Educate &
Celebrate for a year, we are delighted
to have achieved Best Practice Status as
well as winning the Gold Award.
Catherine Moore
Gryphon Pride

Thank you from the
Yeovil Freewheelers
At the end of last term The Gryphon School
raised just over £470 for the Yeovil
Freewheelers.
The unfailing support, understanding and
encouragement Annie has given our
students over many years has been hugely
beneficial. Some of our students went on to
join her at The Old Vicarage, the care home
in Leigh which she opened with her
husband in 1984. In 2007, she was awarded
an MBE in recognition of her services to
social care.She saw staff as being the heart
of any successful organisation and
recognised the commitment, hard work,
dedication and sheer ability of those at The
Gryphon. She was immensely respected in
her professional life on a local and national
level, and we feel honoured that she chose
to share part of her time and herself with us.
Steve Hillier - Headteacher

In celebration of International Yarn
Bomb Day, the school was ‘bombed’
one evening in June. Students came
in to find the quads decorated in
multi-coloured knitting. It’s the
second time the Textiles Department
have brightened the school day by
overnight yarn bombing.

Meet the team!
Diana Webb and Jem Shackleford run our
‘Blue Room’ a place of sanctuary for
students who would like extra support with
personal issues or who are finding school
challenging. Jem runs our hugely successful
Mindfulness programme. This year about
230 students, 45 staff and 14 parents have
done Mindfulness courses, and we have
been working with Oxford University who
have been evaluating the effectiveness of
Mindfulness in schools. Diana provides
one-to-one support for some students
herself and, in conjunction with Heads of
Year, can also refer students on to a whole
range of counselling services, including our
own school counsellor and School Chaplain,
Diane Tregale, as well as other agencies
such as CAMHS, Mosaic and Mandala (for
bereavement support), EDDAS (for drug and
alcohol support), the school nurse team, the
Rendezvous, the Balsam Centre (counselling
support for students who live in South
Somerset), Reach and Rylands Farm. We are
very fortunate to have such a wide range of
support services available to us and all
students are very welcome in the Blue
Room.
Nicki Edwards - Deputy Headteacher

Yeovil Freewheelers is a volunteer unit or E.V.S.
(Emergency Voluntary Service) based in Yeovil
District Hospital. A group of approximately 30
members manage three motorcycles including
purchase costs, maintenance, fuel costs plus insurance. All our funds come from active
fundraising, such as The Gryphon School’s marvellous donation as a result of a non-uniform
day; bag-packing in supermarkets and manning stands at local fayres and exhibitions. We are
the oldest ‘Bloodbike’ service in England and are very proud of our work. We deliver tissue
samples, blood, equipment and medication between local hospitals in the South West as well
as to private homes. We run 365 days a year, 24 hours a day and save Yeovil District Hospital
in excess of £60,000 a year in delivery charges. Our training and riding proficiency is always
under review and the riders undergo rigorous and regular checks to ensure safety to
themselves and to the public when we are on the road. We simply could not continue to
provide our service without donations such as The Gryphon School’s, and we hope you
understand that the amount you raised ensures that we are able to continue to save lives in
your local area. Thank you again, and we hope you never need our services.
Chris Thomas-Peter, YFW member and Rider
Martin Surrey, Chairman

Young Volunteer of the Year
Year 8 student Christopher Reed has been selected as the winner of
the Dorset & Wilts Young Volunteer of the Year 2016. Christopher is
an excellent rugby player, who currently plays for our U13 XV. Some
time ago he expressed an interest in refereeing and was keen to be
involved with Sherborne RFC 1st XV on a Saturday afternoon. Over
the last two seasons, he has run touch for the 1st XV, at both home
and away fixtures. Chris has not missed a 1st XV game for two years
and all the players, coaches and supporters at Sherborne RFC hugely
value his contribution. He is recognised and well respected amongst
numerous Dorset & Wilts Society Referees, who enjoy working with
him and encouraging him in his role. Chris arrives at the club at least
an hour before every game to fill the water bottles for the 1st XV. He
also looks after the kicking tee for our goal kicker. Congratulations,
Chris!
Jim Gower - Assistant Head

More Rock Challenge Success

Derek Boshier, second from left, with members
of the Art and Photography Department

Home Grown Pop Artist
At the end of term The Gryphon School
welcomed acclaimed artist and Old Fosterian
Derek Boshier, who gave an enthralling
lecture about his life and art to a captivated
audience comprising of the Sixth Form
cohort and Year10 Art & Design students,
which packed Quarr Hall. Derek attended
Foster’s School in the early 1950s before
progressing to Yeovil School of Art, followed
by the Royal College of Art, London where
his peers of the Pop Art age included David
Hockney, Pauline Boty and Peter Blake. With
his work digitally projected on a huge scale
behind him, Derek regaled us with stories of
his life in art, including his work with David
Bowie and 1970s punk group The Clash. His
lecture was richly illustrated with his
dynamic range of graphic design, mixed
media and fine art and culminated in the
screening of two of his recent short films,
shot on his ever present iPad, and featured
hand drawn and photographic animation.
Everyone agreed it was an amazing
experience and our thanks go once again to
Derek for so generously giving his time and
for his continued support of our Year 13
Edgar Maltby Drawing Prize.
Mike Fenton Wilkinson
Head of Art & Photography
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The Gryphon School has won the Southern Open Finals of ‘Rock Challenge’, an international dance and drama competition. Ten schools from
all over the South of England showcased an eight minute performance on their chosen theme at The Guildhall in Portsmouth in June. The
Gryphon School’s piece was titled ‘You’ll never know who I really am’ and explored the concept of being safe on the internet.
Our Rock Challenge team was awarded
overall first place as well as 12 individual
awards for excellence in set design and
function, entertainment, choreography,
concept, performance skills, lighting,
soundtrack, stage crew, costume and
character, drama, visual enhancement and
student leadership. After the performance
Holly Young, from the Drama Department

Music

‘Ahoy!’ is a work in several movements in
Jazz-Folk style about the story of the Mary
Rose, King Henry VIII’s flagship that sank in
1545. The Choirs were accompanied by a
professional Jazz/Folk quintet with the role
of Narrator superbly filled by our very own
Sue Thomas-Peter.
We are extremely grateful to the Abbey
Festival Committee for the invitation to
perform once again and for their financial
support. A massive well down to all the girls

their talent and energy. Congratulations to
them and to the teachers and staff who have
supported them throughout the process.’ As
a result of this success The Gryphon School
will be taking part in the Rock Challenge
‘premier league’ next year, competing as one
of the top 24 schools in the country. This
takes the School one step closer to the
national finals.

Maths Challenge Updates

© Nigel Andrews

Earlier this term The Gryphon Choirs once
again performed at the prestigious
Sherborne Abbey Music Festival in another
free-to-attend combined performance with
the professional Bournemouth Sinfonietta
Choir under the direction of David Gostick
(previously our School Choral Director)
singing the extremely entertaining ‘Ahoy!’
by Alexander L’Estrange to a full Abbey.

said, ‘Our students have worked tirelessly to
produce such an exceptional performance
and I am so proud of every individual that
took part. It really shows that hard work and
determination do pay off.’ Headteacher
Steve Hillier said ‘We are thrilled that The
Gryphon School students have done so well
in this competition. It is a spectacular
achievement and I am full of admiration for

who took part since they more than held
their own with the Bournemouth Sinfonietta!
In late March students from our eight local
Sherborne Area Primary Schools in
collaboration with some of our Year 7
Gryphon Choir members, performed as a
massed Gospel Choir for this year’s SingingStrategy showcase concert at the Digby Hall
in Sherborne. The day was run by a team
from the ACM Singology Gospel Choir from
London - starting rehearsals at 9.15am and
working throughout the day in preparation
for the 4.00pm showcase.
Our thanks must go to the Dorset Music
Service for their on-going financial support
for this venture and to all of the Music Coordinators at each Primary School for their
assistance and involvement over the whole
of the Spring Term. It was a wonderful
showcase of the singing quality in our area.
Val Mizen - Head of Music

Since the last Newsletter, students from The Gryphon have competed in two different
strands of the UKMT Maths Challenge. Following on from their success in the Intermediate
Maths Challenge, seven students from Years 9, 10 and 11 took part in the second round of
the competition. Scott Suri (Year 10), Elmo Barratt, William Blake, Jonathan Dey, Callum
Henry and Curtis Pope (all Year 11) were all awarded Certificates of Qualification for having
reached this stage, whilst Alexander Macey (Year 9) was awarded a Certificate of Merit for
his outstanding score in the Year 9 competition. Following on from this year’s Intermediate
Competition, Alexander and Katie Whitcher have been invited to attend the Year 9 South
West Mathematics Masterclass at Bath University, whilst Scott Suri and Stuart Marsh have
been invited to attend an event called the UKMT Mathematical Circle in Weymouth. In early
April, almost 140 students from Years 7 and 8 took part in the Junior Maths Challenge.
Overall the students amassed an impressive 49 certificates, made up of 23 Bronze, 22
Silver and four Gold: Daniel Brooks (Year 7), Harry Yeatman, Alex Thomas and Katy Holland
(all Year 8). As a result of her fantastic performance, Katy has qualified for the next round
which will take place later this month.

Primary Maths Challenge Day
In mid-April, the best Year 6 mathematicians
from around Sherborne came together to
compete in The Gryphon’s Primary Maths
Challenge Day. Each school sent a team of four
students to compete throughout the day on a
number of different rounds that would test
students’ mathematical ability, speed, logic and
strategy. The students were helped throughout
the day by a team of Year 9 students from The
Gryphon, who kept score and ensured the day
ran smoothly. The final results showed what a
closely fought competition the day had proven to be: 4th place: Bradford Abbas 198 –
points, 3rd place: Trent 213 points, 2nd place: Yetminster 215 points, 1st place: Sherborne
Primary 226 points.
Patrick Unwin - Maths
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India 2016
This was the sixth Gryphon trip to India and true to form students experienced the assault on
all the senses that is India…the vibrancy of colours and life, the noise of the sheer numbers of
people and traffic, the intoxicating smells both sour and sweet and the explosion of tastes.
Students experienced the Taj Mahal at sunrise, the nightly Aarti ceremony on the banks of the
Ganges, riding through the streets of Varanasi on cycle-rickshaw, arriving at the Amber Fort on
the back of an elephant and overnight on an Indian train.
We left school on a cold, grey March day to embark on a 13 day tour of Northern India. The
first thing that hit us when we arrived in Delhi, after a seven hour flight, was the heat, the
noise and the organised chaos of India. We started with two days in Delhi and a cycle
rickshaw ride through the crowded Old Delhi bazaars. The evening was spent at Kingdom of
Dreams, the largest live Bollywood show in India.

Ski Trip
This year’s Ski Trip saw 42 students make
their way to the slopes in Wagrain, Austria.
The return to the resort inspired just as much
excitement and anticipation as it has for the
past three years. The week in the alpine
resort was filled with beautiful sunshine.
All the groups faced challenges building on
their varied skiing ability but everyone
improved. Those who had never skied

before finished on the red slopes and the
more advanced skiers had the opportunity to
develop their endurance skiing skills. It was
another fantastic trip with many memories
and friendships made. We return to the same
resort in Easter 2018 for another season of
slalom racing, on-piste dining and cultural
experiences.
Laura Harry - PE

French Trip 2016
At 0500 on 10th June we set off for Northern France and enjoyed a traffic-free coach journey
and a smooth crossing from Portsmouth to Caen – with a limbo competition thrown in for
good measure! We received a warm welcome at our accommodation in Ambrières-les-Vallées
in Normandy and students enjoyed an evening of outdoor games. Our second day began with
a mini French lesson at our château, then a visit to the market in the town of Fougères where
students were able to practise their transactional language. After an alfresco lunch, we
visited a bakery in Ambrières where students learnt about the art of making croissants, then
were able to have a go at making their own before sampling the produce. A busy afternoon
took us around the beautiful sites of Ambrières followed by dinner.

Our third day was spent visiting the
imposing Mont St. Michel. Students walked
around the various sites and shops before
heading on to the port town of St Malo for a
mini shopping expedition, where they were
again able to practise their spoken French.
Our final day in France was spent visiting the
incredible Bayeux Tapestry and museum
before another alfresco lunch followed by a
trip to a local café where students all
ordered ice cream in French. We had

another fairly smooth ferry crossing and a
safe return to school despite some rainy
weather. The staff on the trip were extremely
impressed by the willingness of our students
to practise their French and to use what they
have learnt in the classroom in real
situations. The behaviour of our students
throughout the trip was exemplary and we
would like to thank them all for being such
excellent ambassadors for the School. Merci
Beaucoup!
Claire Barclay-Triniman - Modern Foreign Languages

No one will forget the day we spent with the ASHA Project in the Delhi Slums. It was simply
inspirational to hear the healthcare workers speak of how lives have been changed by the
work of ASHA. Students met the Indian Year 11 students who have been able to go to school
and learn to read and write as a result of ASHA’s presence in the slums. Like our students they
too were about to sit national exams so there was plenty in common to talk about! Each Indian
student took us on the tour of the slum and invited us into their homes. The hope, positivity
and desire to learn were infectious. We left the project books we had collected in the UK so
that ASHA can establish Libraries and Resource Centres to support students’ learning after
school.
Then onto Jaipur, where we rode
elephants up the steep path to the
Amber Palace and there watched the
snake charmers. After much shopping
in the local bazaars and a trip to the
cinema for a Bollywood movie we left
Jaipur for Agra. The highlight here for
many was being at the Taj Mahal at
sunrise and the singing/dancing waiters
in Pizza Hut before catching the
overnight train to Varanasi. Varanasi, on
the banks of the Ganges is a huge place
of pilgrimage for Hindus. After another
rickshaw ride, this time in the dark, we
had rooftop seats for the Aarti (Fire)
ceremony on the banks of the sacred river. The following morning we watched the sun rise
over the Ganges from a rowing boat. We finished the tour with an auto rickshaw ride through
New Delhi seeing India Gate and other iconic sites by night. As always our tour manager
Neeraj made sure that everything went smoothly and was in his words ‘No Problem.’ Students
experienced the great emotional highs and lows of such an adventure and have memories
they will treasure forever.
Anna-Louise Griffiths - RE

German Exchange June 2016
Once again our German Exchange has been a huge success. It was given an added frisson of
excitement since we arrived in Germany on the day of the referendum. The local press had
been made aware of our trip and asked if they could interview The Gryphon students on their
views about Brexit. Our students did us proud and spoke with passion and eloquence. The
journalist was hugely impressed by The Gryphon students’ interest in political matters and
said he doubted that German youngsters of a similar age would speak so passionately.
The opportunity to live with a German family, to be immersed in the language and the culture
has led to many young British people developing a life-long love of all things from Germanspeaking countries. Bavaria is an ideal starting point for this journey: our Douzelage partner,
Bad Kötzting, is a small, picturesque spa town set in the foothills of the Alps. The people are
incredibly hospitable and for a few days, our children are adopted into their families and are
given the experience of a lifetime. We also visited the beautiful medieval town of Regensburg
and were captivated by the views of the Danube and sense of history as we walked round the
Altstadt (old town). As ever, we visited the Bavarian forest and enjoyed walking round Lake
Arbersee. Our last day took us to Munich and we met up with Austin, our American-born tour

guide who has made Munich his home. Austin entertained us with stories that were
historically factual and at times so scurrilous that we fell about with laughter. Another
highlight was the Allianz Arena, the home of FC Bayern-Munich and our students enjoyed
walking in the steps of their football heroes. All too soon, it was time to board the plane and
return to Sherborne. I would like to thank everyone who helped organise this fantastic trip,
particularly Emma Hensman, Lead in Charge of German and Hans-Peter Jobst, the trip
coordinator at the German school. I would also like to thank this particular group of students
who really made the most of their time in Germany and seized every opportunity to
experience this country.

Sarah Slade - teacher of German & French

Ten Tors
Business and Enterprise Day
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This year’s Business and Enterprise day was a resounding success with lots of creativity and enterprising skills being used
throughout the day.

The Gryphon School has had its second successful year
in the Ten Tors Challenge. The School recruited 36
students from Year 10 into its Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh, which is the School’s largest intake yet. 18
of these students volunteered to attempt the 35 mile
Ten Tors Challenge and set out on extra training
designed to prepare them for everything Dartmoor
could throw at them.
The teams learnt to map read and survive in the wild,
walked miles around Mere Down, Cheddar Gorge and
Dartmoor and were eventually whittled down to two
teams for the Challenge. The A-Team led by Scott Suri
included Josh Attwood, Joel Clark, Luke Hamill-Smith,
Ben Gear and Fred Whittick, whose brother was a
member of last year’s successful 35 mile team (no
pressure then Fred!), whilst the B-Team was captained
by Harrison Jones, with Nathan Sharland , Kieran
Bennett, Phoebe Redman, Loveday Vickers and India
Caws-Lovelace.
The teams travelled down to Okehampton Camp on
Friday 6th May ready for the start at 0700hrs on the
Saturday. The weather forecast was warm and dry so
things were looking good. Saturday came and the gun
fired and the two teams marched off over the hills
leaving the two team managers drinking coffee
nervously all weekend. The teams battled tirelessly
around the Tors on Saturday whilst we watched them
on the Army’s progress displays. Team A appeared lost
at one stage but when they jumped two Tors in three
seconds we realised they had been trapped by a
computer glitch at Tor 2 for three hours! By nightfall
Team A had made it to Tor 7 and Team B to a check
point halfway between Tor 5 and 6. Sadly one of Team
B was stopped by the Army medics due to a twisted
ankle.
Sunday came and both teams were up at 0430hrs to
break camp and set off as the gates opened for their
next Tors. Both teams made good progress throughout
the day but sadly another member of Team B was
crashed out of the Challenge on medical grounds,
leaving Team B with the minimum four members.
Team A crossed the finish line just after 1300hrs.
Team B, with its remaining members, continued to
make steady progress to the finish line just after
1500hrs. This is an amazing achievement.
The Gryphon School Ten Tors Teams would like to
thank all the staff and parents who gave up their time
to help run the training, and Sherborne Rotary Club
and the John Thornton’s Young Achievers Foundation
for their kind grants towards this year’s Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award and Ten Tors Challenge.

Year 7 took part in a Dragons’ Den day
run by Cragrats. Students had to come
up with Business ideas that they felt
would be financially viable. The
winning team’s idea was ‘Healthy Poo
Healthy You’. This was a stools testing
kit that could be delivered to your home
which would test any medical
conditions you might have. The profits
from this company would go to Bowel
Cancer Research. The pupils gave an
excellent presentation which was very
well thought through and delivered in
front of the whole year group. The
judges particularly liked the idea that
the profits were not going to the
owners of the company but to a charity.
Year 8 worked with a company called
Talk the Talk who ran a communication
master class. This highlights and
develops employability skills, interview
techniques and key presentation
methods. The day finished with each
student giving a presentation to their
Tutor Group on a topic they were
passionate about. Students gained
confidence throughout the day. Talk the
Talk staff said they had been to over
900 schools and ‘this was the most
caring school of both staff and students
we have ever been to and we were
bowled over by the enthusiasm of both
students and staff’.

Geoff Cooke - DofE and Ten Tors Co-ordinator

Year 9 again excelled in our annual
Community Volunteering Day with
students going to 50 settings to give
something back. This included students
carrying out conservation work at
Stourhead Gardens, The Magdalen
Project in Chard and Carymoor
Education Centre in Castle Cary.
Students also worked with Castle

Gardens to continue our efforts as part
of the Sherborne in Bloom project. You
are likely to see some fantastic floral
displays around Sherborne thanks to
our students handiwork. Students also
volunteered at various primary and
nursery schools, residential homes for
the elderly and schools for children
with special needs and some did a First
Aid course. This day really does show
our students at their best. It would not
be possible without the Community’s
support and we thank them for that.
In Art 30 Year 9 students created a
montage representing the Olympics.
This will be displayed in the Leisure
Centre before being sent to County Hall
for their entrance hall. This is a fantastic
piece of work put together within a day.
The Photography Department took over
20 students out to photograph
Sherborne landmarks. When these
are edited they will be judged by
Sherborne Town Council as part of
Sherborne in Bloom. The winning
entries will be permanently displayed
in Sherborne Railway station.
Year 10 students worked with National
Enterprise Challenge, a company
endorsed by Theo Paphitis. Students
had to come up with a business that
they could run at school. The winning
team’s entry was a car cleaning service
which had little outlay and good profits
and was something that could be put in
place for lunchtime and after school.
The students enjoyed rising to the
challenge of entering the business
world.
Hayley Andrews - Business
The Textiles Department worked with a
group of students to create clothes to
send to Africa. A group of Year 9 and 10
students spent the day sewing donated
textiles from Tenovus charity shop,
upcycling them into children’s clothes.
They produced a range of wonderful
dresses, shorts, tops, bags and hats.
These were taken to the Tenovus shop
where they created a window display.
Later this month they will be sent to the
‘Little dresses for Africa’ charity which
will distribute them to orphanages.
Jenny Salmon - Textiles Technology teacher

Year 6 B and E Day
Last term 91 Year 6 students from
our nine feeder schools attended
‘Be The Boss’ Enterprise Challenge
Day. The students were in mixed
teams and had to create a healthy
snack for school lunch boxes
which could be sold in retail
outlets. They completed a variety
of tasks throughout the day
including a team strength audit
and a promotional strategy for
their campaign. In the afternoon
they pitched their ideas to The
Gryphon Dragons headed up by
Mrs Nicki Hester, Head of Business
and Economics and supported by
Year 12 and 13 Business Studies
students. The winning overall
team created ‘Tropicorn’ a fruit
infused popcorn. The winning
team was made up of Anthony and
Joseph representing All Saints
Primary School, Bishop’s Caundle,
Tayfun, Archie and Kaish
representing St Mary’s Primary
School, Bradford Abbas, Oscar and
Isabelle representing St Andrew’s
Primary School, Yetminster and
Archie and Sebastian representing
Trent Young’s Endowed School.

Alumni
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YEAR 11’S FINAL DAY

Alumni
Maisie Beaton

What a fantastic day this proved to be as we said farewell to our Year 11 students. Once the
morning’s English exam was over, we moved into celebration mode with the traditional
signing of T-shirts followed by a barbecue, ice creams, bouncy castle and inflatable assault
course. There were tears and there was
laughter, often at the same time and for us, an
overwhelming sense of pride as we looked at
the wonderful young people they have
matured into.
We then moved on to our final assembly. Here,
the students were taken on a journey from Year
7 to Year 11 as we scrolled through pictures
from Carey Camp, sports days and many other
school trips and events.
Everyone was presented with a celebration
scroll to commemorate their time at The
Gryphon School before moving outside for the
final farewells and yes, more tears. A day of
mixed emotions for all of us and we wish them
all the best for everything they do in the future.
Pamela Peacocke and Rachel Ackland
Year 11 Head of Year and Student Support Manager

A former student at The Gryphon School is one of the
faces of the Government’s new apprenticeship
campaign. Maisie Beaton is a Graphic Illustrator
Apprentice working at Thales UK and studying at
Bridgwater College. From hundreds of talented
apprentices across England, Maisie was one of 13
selected to be the stars of the Get in Go Far campaign
that shows young people how an apprenticeship can
give them the skills and experience they need to land
their dream job. Maisie appears in the new adverts
aimed at inspiring more young people to follow her
lead down the apprenticeship path.
Maisie sent us this report on why she chose an
apprenticeship:
I studied Biology, Media and Photography in The
Gryphon Sixth Form and left in June 2014. At The
Gryphon School, I discovered a passion for creative
design through studying Media and decided to
expand my knowledge and skills further. An apprenticeship offered me the
opportunity to study the subject I enjoy, gain valuable qualifications and earn an
income whilst living and working in the heart of the West Country which I love. In
September 2014 I became a Graphic Illustrator Apprentice working at Thales UK and
studying at Bridgwater College. Through my apprenticeship I have developed a
focused career path and aspire to become a qualified Graphic Illustrator, studying a
degree, whilst working with design teams around Thales, gaining experience and
expanding my skill set. The advice I would give to students about to make the
daunting decision of what to do after school, would be to explore lots of different
routes and definitely consider apprenticeships. I have learned so much in only two
years and have had so many great opportunities and experiences all thanks to my
apprenticeship. Taking a leap of faith definitely pays off.

Sarah Pardoe

Scout Masterchef Winners
Students from The Gryphon School excelled
at this year’s Scout Masterchef South West
Final. The winning team was the Dorset
(Yetminster) Scouts which is made up of
four Gryphon students Josh Fletcher who is
in Year 8 and Niamh Hanna, Flynn Brockway
and Rowan Sharland in Year 7. Their
winning menu had a traditional British
theme and included fish and chips cooked
on a camp stove. The West Coker Scouts
team, which includes Katie Prigg and
Sophie Broom, who are also in Year 7, were
placed third and were awarded the team
prize for the prestigious Best Overall
Dessert with a traditional steamed pudding,
again all cooked on a camp stove.
Deborah Prigg, one of the Scout Active
Support volunteers and a teacher at the
School said ‘I think the food teachers at The
Gryphon also deserve a very honourable
mention, for their obvious infectious
enthusiasm for food and transferable life
skills!’

Hospitality Students
cook for charity
Over the past few months the Hospitality
students in Years 12 and 10 have held a
series of lunches in aid of various charities.
The range has included a pop-up Italian
restaurant in aid of Cancer Research UK, an
afternoon tea in aid of Macmillan Cancer
Care and a Garden Party in aid of the
RSPCA. The students had to plan, organise,
cook and serve the meals. Much food was
prepared, fun had, lessons learnt and just
over £250 raised for their charities.
Caroline Elsworth - Head of Food and Catering

After doing three A levels in Music, Drama and
English Language and deciding that my true passion
lay with Music, particularly performing and
composing it, I went on to study Popular Music at
Southampton Solent University. I absolutely loved
the course as, despite the hard work and long hours
such a course involved, it afforded me so many
opportunities to write songs and to perform at live
sessions and events. The happy conclusion of three
years’ experiences and hard work is not only a First
Class Honours degree but also the annual university
prize to record at Abbey Road Studios in London. I
now intend to stay in Southampton, working parttime but also continuing to perform at events. I also
intend to continue song writing and to record
another E.P. (see me on YouTube) hoping eventually to have a more full-time career in
the music business and to travel the world!

Poppy Butler
Poppy left The Gryphon School last year and is
well on her way to being a professional jockey.
She started an apprenticeship in a local yard and
in February this year was selected to attend a
nine week course towards gaining her jockey
licence at the British Racing School in
Newmarket. Poppy is really enjoying the training
and says ‘If you want to do something and have a
passion for it, then go for it’. She is hoping to
qualify within the next year.
Poppy Butler is pictured fourth from the left next to
Frankie Dettori while training to be a jockey at the
British Racing School in Newmarket.

Looking to the
Future
Year 12 Progression Day took place late in
June allowing students to explore the
possibilities they have as they move on to
Year 13 and beyond. Speakers from various
employment sectors talked about their
experiences of each industry and the
pathways into them. It was lovely to welcome
guests from numerous employment sectors
including; Leonardo, Thales, JP Morgan,
Waitrose, the NHS and some media industry
experts to name a few. Students used the day
to begin university applications or develop
interview skills and a wider understanding of
the apprenticeship and employment industry
available to them when they leave the Sixth
Form.

Sixth Form
AUBREY ALLEN AWARDS
The Sherborne Rotary Club Aubrey Allen Award evening
took place at the start of May and the Rotarians, Mr Hillier
and I celebrated the fantastic contribution that two of our
Year 13 students have made to the school and local
community. Louisa Cary received the Award for her
dedication to supporting others. She has played an active
part in the Friends of The Yeatman Hospital group,
representing the young people of Sherborne, and was a
volunteer supporter at ‘Mind’ for 10 months. Within
school, Louisa was a member of Amnesty, a prefect and a
paired reader. Louisa holds a conditional place at the
University of Edinburgh to read Medicine in September.

We said goodbye to another Year 13 cohort at the
end of May. Our celebrations started with each tutor
organising a special event for their students ranging
from a cream tea and party food to looking at the
time capsule that they had put together on their
Induction Day. Year 13 then came together for a
celebration event in the Common Room, where
awards such as ‘Most likely to become a Millionaire’
were given out and photos and videos from across
the two years were shared. We ended by presenting
all students and tutors with a commemorative photo
of the Year Group and enjoyed cake and ice lollies
on the Sixth Form Patio. Students and staff left
feeling a mixture of emotions; excitement at the
possibilities of the future as well as a few tears at
saying farewell. We wish all of our Year 13 students
the best for the future; it has been amazing leading
them through the last two years.

Philippa Huggins - Head of Year 13 and Sixth Form

Abigail Dare also received the Award for her work with
young people both within the School and beyond. She has
spoken to local primary school students about being a
Sixth Former, is a Sports Leader, an Explorer Scout Leader
and Cub Scout Leader, giving up much of her free time to
enrich the lives of others. Abigail holds a conditional
place to study Primary Education with Physical Education
at the University of St Mark and St John in Plymouth.
Philippa Huggins - Head of Year 13 and Sixth Form

Sixth Form Sport
Sport at the Sixth Form is continuing to thrive.
Both Natasha Jones and Jonny Ellis qualified
and represented North Dorset in their
respective athletics events with Natasha
going on to represent The Gryphon at the
South West Championships. A fantastic
achievement for both and Natasha must be
commended on her second place finish in the
1500m Steeplechase with a time of five
minutes 21 seconds.
Further success in the sporting arena also
comes in the form of Motor Cross racing. Jack
Norris in Year 12 is currently lying second in
the British Adult Championship with three
more races left in the season. Jack has also
been selected by his sponsor MotoPart to
ride for the biggest team in France for a 12
hour race at Pont-de-Vaux. MotoPart continue
to be amazed by his performance on the track
and has also selected him to represent the
company in a championship race meet taking
place in Belgium later this year.
Laura Harry - Head of Year 12

Year 13 Ball – The Fleet Air Arm Museum
Despite the expected forecast of thunderstorms and heavy rain, the heavens
fortunately didn’t open for the annual Year 13
Leavers Ball. The Ball took place at The Fleet
Air Arm Museum. The Year 13s received a
Welcome Drink whilst wandering around this
fantastic museum, looking at the old planes on
display. Then we were whisked into the
Concorde Room to have dinner whilst seated
underneath Concorde itself!
The students then celebrated with a disco, a
very popular photo-booth and much
merriment. The evening was a great success.
Delicious food, a wonderful setting and some
brilliant dancing from both students and staff!
Thank you to the ball committee for
organising it!

Beth Oxford - Year 13 Tutor

Sport
8.

SPORTS AWARD
EVENING 2016
nce again The Gryphon School has
honoured its sporting stars at the
annual Sports Awards Evening.
Students and staff were joined by Heather
Fell, an Olympic Modern Pentathlete who
presented the prizes. Students from all Year
Groups were recognised for their
achievements both on and off the field.
There were awards for all sports from
football, rugby, netball and athletics to
dance, fencing, karate and skiing. Caitlin
Waller in Year 11 and Sam Yeo in Year 10
were named as the Senior Sports
Personalities of the Year and Holly Paine
and Angus Buckland in Year 9, were the
Junior Sports Personalities of the Year.
Chris South, The Gryphon School’s Director
of Sport said, ‘We are very proud of all our
young sporting talents. This is a marvellous
way to celebrate their achievements.’ Miss
Fell spoke about her career and how to
bounce back from knocks. She encouraged
the students to ‘always pursue their goals,
always looking to the next challenge and
embrace the challenge. We always should
be striving to be our best, enjoy success but
look to the next challenge.’

O

Cricket
Due to the weather and a number of
cancellations the boys’ cricket season
has been a very stuttering affair. We
entered both the U13 and U15 Chance to
Compete Competitions with both teams
qualifying for the County finals.
Unfortunately the U15 team lost both
their games and have finished in third
place in the county. The U13 final was
cancelled due to bad weather. Let’s hope
for better weather next season!

KARTING CHAMPION
Alex Eades, who is in Year 8, is shown with the
cup he won in Round 2 of the Super One
British Karting Championship in May.
Following Round 3 Alex is currently lying in
7th place in the British Karting Championship
and is only twelve points off second place.
There are a total of seven rounds in the
Championship and we will be following his
progress with interest. Well done Alex and
good luck in the next stages!

Athletics

We have had another successful year on the athletics track and field. The trials for the
North Dorset squad at Yeovil Athletics track saw the largest number of athletes compete
from secondary schools across North Dorset including the independent schools. The
Gryphon was one of only a couple of state schools whose students qualified to represent
North Dorset due to winning their events.
Our successful athletes were: Marcus
Higgs, Finlay Ridout, Amy Northam, Holly
Paine, Angus Buckland, Alan Flechon,
Lucy Kirk, Harrison Jones, Sam Yeo, Isaac
Atherley, Natasha Jones and Jonathan
Ellis.
Unfortunately due to injuries and other
commitments not all the athletes were
able to compete but stand out
performances from Holly Paine, Harrison
Jones and Natasha Jones saw them
qualify to represent Dorset in the South
West Championships. A special mention
has to go to Finlay Ridout who won his
100m in a time of 13 seconds.
In the South West event our three
students did the School proud with Holly
placing 7th with a new PB! Natasha and
Harrison were both competing in the
steeplechase and finished 2nd and 10th
respectively. A huge well done to all our
athletes.
In the North Dorset team events we had
another successful performance with the
Year 7 and 8 boys and girls finishing in
the top five in the area. However the real
fireworks were in the senior event held
at Bryanston where our Year 10 boys and
Year 9 boys and girls finished 4th. The
highlight was our Year 10 girls winning
the event to be crowned champions.
Well done girls.

Fencing at The
Gryphon School
It has been a great year for fencing at The
Gryphon with a new Fencing Club starting in
September. With dedicated practice the
School has gone on to achieve some fabulous
results in competitions as far afield as Bristol,
Wellington in Somerset and Totnes in Devon.
The medal haul has been considerable with
Gold, Silver and Bronze in both Sabre and
Epee and in both Junior and Senior events.
This has culminated in The Gryphon School
fencers being ranked in the top 30 in the
South West in their respective ages and
weapon groups. They are Josh Whittick (Epee),
Pawel Zabarowski (Epee), Peter Zabarowski
(Sabre) and Naomi Smith (Epee). Next year the
season will be under way on 11 September
with a Regional Open in Totnes followed by
our own Dorset County Championship in
Sherborne the following weekend. Feel free
to come and watch.

Chris South
Director of Sport
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Liz Williams - Fencing Coach - Buccaneer Blades

The Year 7 Rounders Team have had a fantastic
first season winning all of their matches and
qualifying for the finals. After a difficult first
game, the girls pulled together as a team and
finished third overall. Special mention to
Sophie Garcia and Chloe Northover for taking
some superb catches and Paris Grassi for her
bowling skills. In Year 8 a solid first round of
competition left Gryphon in second place in
the table with just one loss to Stanchester by
one rounder. In the area finals they produced
some excellent fielding. Unfortunately this
year’s batting performance didn’t follow us to
the finals and so we finished 4th. Stand out
performances were from Abbie Foote, Mya
Jackson, Izzy Walters and Jodie Genes. The Year
9 Rounders Team had another successful year
winning their league matches against Buckler’s
Mead, Sexey’s and a friendly against
Gillingham securing their place in the finals.
Hannah Symms was exceptional again this
season scoring numerous rounders for the
team. Robyn Elliot was a great addition to the
team with her impressive batting skills and
Hannah Roberts in the field with her versatile
positioning. I was incredibly impressed with
the girls at the Dorset final. They were missing
a few core players but still won all their games
to get into the final, where they were narrowly
beaten by Thomas Hardye. The Year 10
Rounders Team had another great season
winning all of their league matches. We had
many new players in the squad which
strengthened the girls’ performances. The girls
made the finals again, but were unfortunately
unable to attend due to other school
commitments. Stand out performances were
from Chloe Perham for both her bowling and
batting skills and Harriet Scott and Oliwia
Sabat for their batting skills, scoring many
rounders for the team in every game.
Jo Peters - PE

