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2.
WELCOME
Once again our Summer Newsletter is full
of examples of how our staff are always
willing to “go the extra mile” in lessons,
revision sessions, clubs, trips, activities
like B&E Day and DofE, as well as
providing individual student support. We
live out our vision of “life in all of its
fullness” on a daily basis because of the
commitment of our staff coupled with the
enthusiasm and energy of our students.
At times life can be very tough for
students and staff so we have also
included a feature by Jackie Brighouse,
who leads on Mental Health across the
school, explaining some of the projects we
have been developing recently to support
our young people.
Since joining The Gryphon School Nat
Wilshire has been a truly exceptional
teacher so we are very excited that she
has made it through to the finals of the
Pearson National Teaching Awards for
“Outstanding New Teacher of the Year” –
look out for her on your TV screens in
October!
Our Celebrations of Achievement and
Sports Awards Evening mean that our term
ends with recognition of the progress
made by individuals and groups of
students across the whole of school life.
We have students achieving at national
level in everything from maths to boxing!
The Summer Term is always tinged with
sadness as we say some goodbyes. Our
students in Year 11 and Year 13
completed their exam courses and
celebrated in fine style at their Proms at
Haselbury Mill and Athelhampton House.
We wish those students who are moving
on to new ventures at university, college,
apprenticeships and the world of work all
the very best. Several staff are also
leaving for promotion, retirement or other
opportunities – we are very grateful to
them for all that they have given to the
school and wish them well. Special
mention must go to Teresa Bramley,
Philippa Huggins, Teresa Bell, Chris Barker
and Steve Phillips who have all given 10
years or more service at The Gryphon.
We look forward with huge expectation to
September as new staff and students join
our community. Our Induction Days for our
new Year 7 and Year 12 groups were full of
smiles and excitement that augur well for
a great start to the Autumn Term.

Nicki Edwards - Headteacher

Emotional Health and Well-being
at The Gryphon School
Wellbeing is about our complete health,
including both physical and emotional. It
is clear that when we have good levels of
well-being we feel that life is in balance
and that we can generally cope well. We
feel far more motivated, engaged,
resilient and able to deal effectively with
daily troubles, as well as bounce back
from the challenges life throws at us.
During this academic year, we have been
involved in a number of external projects
to enhance the well-being of the
students in school.

Anna Freud Education for
Well-Being Project
This is a programme trialling five
different school-based interventions that
aim to improve awareness of mental
health and provide pupils with skills to
maintain and improve wellbeing.
The Department for Education
commissioned the Anna Freud National
Centre for Children and Families to run
this programme from July 2018 –
February 2020.

We are one of many schools across the
country selected with the aim of
contributing to the evidence base for
mental health support in schools.
Year 7 & 8 students have been involved
and we await the report earlier next year
with additional resources to support
young people.

The aim is to give students the
opportunity to participate in exercise in a
quiet space. Having the opportunity for
physical activity can help when students
are upset, stressed, and angry as an
alternative to just sitting talking, drawing
or other calming activities used within
the Blue Room that may not suit at that
time.
We will be evaluating the success of
having this alternative activity in helping
young people cope with the difficulties
they may be facing.
School wide we have plans to use the
equipment for sponsored events so that
each Year group can raise money for their
charities as well as seeing the benefits of
outdoor exercise.

The Discovery Project
We are also very fortunate to have been
chosen to take part in the above project
that is being led by Dorset HealthCare
and Dorset Mental Health Forum.

From February 2020, we will also receive
additional staff training in this important
area so that we can provide more support
for the young people who attend the
school.

Emotional Health and Well-being
through Physical Activity Whole
School Approach
We put in a bid for this project and were
delighted to be awarded a grant to
enable us to install some outdoor gym
equipment in our Blue Room Garden over
the summer half term.

The Discovery Project is a new initiative
to enhance the existing mental health
and emotional wellbeing provision in
Dorset by using the principles of
Recovery Education. Work is co-produced
and designed with the students and
members of the team. This brings
together lived experiences and
professional expertise from within the
local community. The project offers
opportunities for young people to
develop understanding of wellbeing,
what this means to the individual, how to
improve resilience and develop coping
strategies.
We are looking forward to working with
the team to help young people feel
empowered in developing their own
skills and emotional well-being.

Natalie Wilsher wins
a prestigious Silver
Teaching Award
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Award-winning Natalie was presented with a
prestigious Pearson Teaching Award trophy
at school to celebrate winning a silver award
in the category ‘Outstanding New Teacher of
Year’. Natalie has been shortlisted to win one
of just 13 Gold Awards at the UK’s “Oscars
for Teachers”. She will join fellow Silver
Award winners at the 21st UK ceremony of
the Pearson Teaching Awards, a glittering
event held at the Roundhouse on the 20th
October. It is broadcast on BBC2 the
following week, on the 27th October, as
“Britain’s Classroom Heroes” - a showcase of
excellence in education.

The Blue Room

Peer Mentors

This quiet area is overseen by three
ELSA [Emotional Literacy Support]
trained Student Support Managers.

Year 7 students have two Year 10 Peer
Mentors attached to each tutor group
who go in and support tutor time once a
week to help with settling in and to
answer questions that may arise around
managing homework, friendship issues
or just the transition from primary to
secondary school.

They provide a ‘safe haven’ for young
people who may be vulnerable,
anxious, need time out of the stress of a
lesson or the day. The staff are there to
talk to, develop self-help strategies, and
provide various mindful opportunities –
e.g. craft, drawing, construction and
other tactile activities.
The room also provides phased return
for young people following illness,
long-term absence or loss. There are
close links with parents and other
agencies that link with the school
helping to ensure that youngsters
engage and reach their full potential.

Diane Tregale [Chaplain] – offers
time and support to a number of young
people during her three days in school.
She takes time to sit, chat and discuss
any worries of or concerns young
people may be experiencing.
Diane and Sally Peet are also running
the Shine programme for girls for the
second time – boosting self-esteem and
resilience and developing coping
strategies and are planning the Strength
programme which does the same for
boys. They have had amazing feedback
on this. We are also working with the
Rendezvous on a transition project to
support vulnerable young people in
Year 6 and Year 7 as this is a time when
many emotional difficulties start. We
are also hoping that we will be able to
work with the RendezVous to extend
the Shine and Strength projects into
schools across the SAST.

They also run a lunch room so that there
is support on a day-to-day basis
throughout the year where Year 7s can
sit and chat about life at The Gryphon.
Year 12 Peer Mentors work on a one-toone basis with students across the
school and liaise with tutors and Heads
of Year so that there is a continuum of
support and care.

Counsellors
We are fortunate that we have the
services of two trained counsellors and
a youth worker who come into school to
work with our young people but as
always, we could use more so the
initiatives and support we are getting
elsewhere helps us enormously.
Finally, our most recent initiative is
allowing therapy dogs into school for
some of our most vulnerable young
people. Diane [Chaplain] has a puppy in
training currently, and two students
bring in their own therapy dogs to give
them the day-to-day comfort and
support they need to access their
education.
Overall, as a school we offer a wide
range of emotional support to those
who are in our care each day meeting as
many various needs as we can.
Mrs J Brighouse

Headteacher Nicki Edwards said “Natalie is
quite simply one of the best teachers I have
ever come across in my teaching career of
over 35 years! She exudes a love for her
subject (Music) and students in her
classroom are always engaged, enthusiastic
and making excellent progress. Nat always
goes the extra mile, and is involved in lots of
extra-curricular music and drama clubs as
well as running the choir, which under her
care has seen numbers more than double!”
Head of Music, Val Mizen said “As a
colleague, Nat is truly first-rate and any
music department in the land would be very
lucky to have the benefit of her talents and
enthusiasm”.
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This is the poem that James Moorhouse
(Y9) wrote for this years "Foster's School
and Lord Digby's Founders' Day Service".
He read it at the service and Paris Grassi
(Y10) sang "Memories" from "Cats" - they
both did a fantastic job.

4.
Future-proofing
our planet
Inspirational teenager Greta Thunberg and
programmes such as Blue Planet 2 have
highlighted the urgent need for action on
climate change and so as a school we are
making some simple changes that overall
can help make a big difference to our
environment. Our own Eco Club has been
working closely with staff to help ensure
our planet can be enjoyed by future
generations. As well as promoting
recycling, in the first instance we’d like to
reduce our impact on the environment.
For the last few years the canteen has
successfully run “Plate Wednesdays”
where no hot food is served in takeaway
containers, but since May half-term all
take-away hot food containers are made
out of paper rather than plastic, and all
single-use plastic cutlery has been
replaced with bamboo sporks. Using plantbased sustainable materials rather than
plastic means that some of the carbon
dioxide produced in their manufacture and
decomposition is offset during the growth
of the plant. Did you know that bamboo
can grow up to 3 metres a day?!
Our vision is for our canteen and food
outlets to be single-use plastic free by
September 2020, but to ensure this
happens we need support from the whole
school community including parents. We

Business &
Enterprise Day
Year 9 were busy on Wednesday 26th June helping in the community for B&E Day. This
annual event for Year 9 sees students volunteering in and around Sherborne and the
surrounding area. Placements included Stourhead, local care homes and nurseries, school
sports days, gardening projects, Sherborne in Bloom, farming projects, environmental
projects, eco planning at school, photography, art and textiles projects and many more.

are urging students to bring in their own
named water bottles into school and to
facilitate this we will be installing more
water-refilling stations around the school.
If all the plastic bottles sold in our school
canteen from September 2019 to May
2020 were laid end-to-end, they would
reach as far as Wincanton!

I was lucky enough to visit some of the
students in action – it was an incredibly
positive day and students should be proud
of themselves. One of the highlights was
delivering hundreds of cakes to local
businesses and charities to say thank you
for their services to the town. Thirteen
students helped to bake and decorate the
cakes and deliver them to organisations
across Sherborne including Tourist
Information Centre, Sherborne Town
Council, Sherborne Fire Station and the
Yeatman Hospital. This year’s B&E Day
highlighted exactly what the Gryphon
School is all about – excellence and
community spirit. Well done everyone!
Joe Miles, Head of Year 9

By Cath Moore, Deputy Head of Year 7

Rewilding The Gryphon
The Gryphon School are thrilled to be working on a new conservation and rewilding
initiative for schools launched by the conservation charity, Operation Future Hope
(OFH). The OFH Conservation School Award Scheme will see considerable areas of
‘rewilding’ across the school site and will support the reintroduction, and protection,
of flora and fauna within the school grounds. Rewilding will help to restore and
rejuvenate biodiversity with a vision to develop a sustainable and regenerative
culture at the school.
Our Eco Group recently joined the Operation Future Hope team for a site walk –
observing the changes to our site since we brought in our new site management plan
at Easter. The school now has wide verges around the perimeter which are being left
to regenerate, and the hedgerows are being left to grow denser and taller. In the areas
of grass that have been left to grow, the students were amazed at the range of plants
that were growing back, and were particularly pleased to spot some unusual
pyramidal orchids growing! At the end of June students took part in a Biodiversity
survey across the site which will be used as a benchmark to measure biodiversity over
the coming years. This is just the start of our rewilding project, with lots of exciting
developments planned for the future!

Drama
On Wednesday 10th July, 55 students from Key Stage 3 performed in our production of ‘Our
Day Out’ by Willy Russell. The show followed the story of a group of underprivileged school
children who are taken on a trip by their teachers. We see the children boisterously
rampage through a roadside café, a sweet shop, a zoo, Conwy Castle, a beach and a
fairground, causing havoc for one stern teacher in particular, Mr Briggs. However, through
their unruly ways the trip allows Mr Briggs to see how these disadvantaged children have
little else to look forward to, compelling him to have more empathy and understanding for
them. The cast was led by Finn Nias as ‘Mr Briggs’, Alice Derbyshire as ‘Mrs Kay’ and Josie
Whitmore as ‘Carol Chandler’. All students worked brilliantly as a team to produce the show
in such a short space of time, putting 100% effort in to every rehearsal. Members of the
audience were astounded with the professional level of acting which demonstrated how
talented our younger students really are. All involved should be very proud of their hard
work as it was a fabulous performance!

TEN TORS ’19

This year saw The Gryphon School enter five teams into the Ten Tors Challenge for
the second year running with two teams attempting the 35 mile challenge and
three teams at 45 miles. Like last year four of our teams successfully completed
the challenge and received their medals from the Army. The school has come a
long way since our first two teams took part five years ago, where we were kindly
supported by Sherborne School. This year The Gryphon catered for and supported
a team from Stanchester Academy, and also integrated two external students from
Leweston and Gillingham whose parents have links to the school. Once students
get the Ten Tors Challenge in their blood they keep coming back year after year –
next year we are considering entering our first Year 9 team into the Challenge as
well as students from Years 10, 11, 12 and 13.
The school not only entered 5 teams but there were also three Gryphon students
doing the Challenge with the Air Training Corps and two with a local scout troop.
36 students from The Gryphon with the determination to take on the challenge of a
young lifetime. DofE and Ten Tors Challenge training for 2020 starts in
September….
Geoff Cooke, DofE/Ten Tors Challenge Manager
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Students receive Gold DofE
Awards at Buckingham Palace

Bright sun, bright blue cloudless sky and
bright smiles left, right and centre! My
expectations of what it would be like to collect
our Gold DofE certificates from Buckingham
Palace were massively exceeded.
It was an invincible feeling, walking in our
team with our mums, from Trafalgar Square
along The Mall to the Palace, everyone
beautifully dressed.The Gryphon students
listened to a speech from the celebrity
partnered with our group, Nina Sosanya,
before Princess Beatrice came to congratulate
us. Too many celebrities are deemed 'truly
inspirational' but Nina really deserves such a
title. Lessons to take away from her speech
were shyness isn't a fault, not having

qualifications should not result in a lack of
drive to succeed and it does not matter if you
are the kind of person who thinks of witty
comments hours after a conversation has
finished - there are plenty of witty people in
the world! Nina believed you can be just as
successful even if you do not fit the
conventional mould of having great
confidence and quick-wit. When Princess
Beatrice arrived, she interacted with the group
asking questions such as 'What did you do for
a skill?' and 'What stories have you got to tell
from your expeditions?' Her face never
stopped smiling and thus nor did ours! It was a
wonderful day I will never forget.
Blaise Smith

Art & Textiles trip to Bath

France
Trip
The Year 8 students had a wonderful time in
Normandy earlier this term where they visited
Le Mont Saint Michel, the Aquarium in St Malo,
learned about the production and making of
goats cheese at a local farm and visited the
French market in Fougères.
The trip inevitably included the eating of
crêpes and also tasting of snails – for those
who wished to! On the last day students
discovered all the details about the Battle of
Hastings from the tapestry in Bayeux.
Lenka Maynard, MFL

On the 11th June we took A Level Art and GCSE Textiles
students on a trip to Bath. We visited the Bath School of Art
and Design Degree Show Exhibition which showcased a wide
range of disciplines. It enabled students to see both the
professional and creative quality of graduate work, as well as
giving them an insight into the courses and options available
at degree level. In the afternoon we went to The Fashion
Museum which had a range of clothing dating from Edwardian
and Victorian times, right through to modern fashion created
by well-known fashion designers. Students could research and
sketch fashion pieces and also had the opportunity to try on
some of the types of garments that would have been worn in
Victorian times!
A great day was had by all, with many falling asleep on the
journey home! Thank you to our brilliant driver Miss AJ
Williams for driving and accompanying us on the trip

Anna Jensen

Art

The Gryphon Art Department has had a wonderfully creative year so
far, with countless successes from all year groups. A great variety of
topics have been enthusiastically and diligently studied, including but
not limited to: The Formal Elements (Year 7), clay-pot making (Year 8),
Balinese mask-making (Year 9), Travel project (Year 10), Exam units Habitats; The Human Form; Texture – in Year 11, an Identity project in
Year 12. and a thoroughly interesting range of Personal Investigations
from our Year 13 students. The Gryphon Art Department are very
proud of the immense hard work, originality and talent from our art
students. We look forward to the Creative Arts Exhibition in July and to
further delivering and developing our exciting curriculum in
September.
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Little Gryphons: Summer, Sports and School Leavers!

Rotary Young Writer
Competition
Ruby White in Year 7 has been successful
in this year's Rotary Young Writer
competition. Competing against students
across Sherborne, Ruby was awarded the
runner-up prize in the intermediate age
group. This year's theme was 'My
Inspiration', and Ruby chose to write a
poem about Serena Williams. Her poem
explored the roles and responsibilities of
a professional sportsperson, thoughtfully
interpreting Williams' personal and
sporting endeavours and achievements.
Congratulations, Ruby!

It has been an exciting month at Little
Gryphons. I have now been at the nursery as
manager for nearly two months and a lot has
been going on.

Mrs Linkenhoker

Students open letters to
themselves written in Year 7

I come to Little Gryphons with 20 years
experience of working in early years
education; I have been a nursery manager, a
teacher, an assessor and an early years
inspector for Ofsted in that time – suffice to
say I love working with children. I am a firm
believer in the first five years of a child’s life
being of the utmost importance to help shape
the rest of their life.
What have we been up to? Little Gryphons is
coming to the end of an era for some children
as they move on to school in September. We
have had a wonderful leavers’ party in the
school sports hall and the children enjoyed a
circus themed event. The children enjoyed
games, a bouncy castle and food the staff
made a lovely cake. The team worked really
hard to make this a special event, they have
watched these children grow up, it will be
emotional saying goodbye, but they do it with
the knowledge that they have given them
good grounding for their educational journey.
We have also had the annual sports day

where each age group enjoyed the day out on
the field. Children took part in long jump, egg
and spoon races’, the sack race and the highly
competitive parent and child race!
All in all a fantastic start for me in this new
role, I have seen much laughter, fun and the
children and parents enjoying a wonderful
time together, perfect!
Shirelle Norris
Little Gryphons Nursery Manager

Robotics Day

Students in tutor group 11GIC had a
blast from the past in May, when
they opened letters that they had
written to themselves when they
first started school in Year 7!
Many had completely forgotten
about the letters, which teacher Mr
Cooke had stored safely for the last
five years. Students commented
that their hobbies and interests had
changed a lot during their time at
school, and others had written about what subjects they thought they would take at
GCSE – which proved to not be the case for a lot of students! Others were amused at
their handwriting from Year 7, and were glad that their spelling had improved in the last
five years. Mr Cooke said “I clearly remember giving them this activity to complete in
Year 7, and just before they went on study leave I thought it would be a fun experience
to open our letters together and remind them how far they have come”.

Bristol University biological experience day
Students from Years 8 and 9 had the
amazing opportunity to spend the
day at the Bristol University Life
Sciences Building. They took part in
an undergraduate practical lead by
the team of staff at the university.
They collected some real data using
their dissection skills to identify
small mammals from owl pellets.
They were using university level
materials and their levels of
concentration and output were awesome. Moreover, they got to see a real Barn Owl
flying around the laboratory and hear a mini seminar on Owl Biology. The students got a
taste for university life in the afternoon in the form of a lecture on Epidemiology and
the use of Genetics to predict health outcomes. The speaker was Mathew Lee, a post
graduate research student who spoke at length about his work in a highly engaging and
entertaining way. An all-round awesome experience!

Kilve Court activity day ‘Overcoming Challenges’
Year 7 students enjoyed a day of hands-on robotics in a workshop run by Stem+ in conjunction
with Bournemouth University. Students had fun building their very own Lego Mindstorms robot
from scratch, before programming them to move around a track, navigate obstacles and
complete various challenges. Two students particularly impressed the instructors – Max and
Max modified their robot to include a laser sensor which could follow the dark lines on the
track, removing the need for measuring the distances between obstacles. The instructors said
they hadn’t seen this done before and were impressed with the students’ ingenuity! The
workshops are part of the university’s STEM outreach project, encouraging young people to
consider future careers in engineering and programming.

Students from Years 8, 9 and 10 were put to the test at Kilve Court where they took
part in some outdoor high ropes climbing to test their fears. Moreover they
received an amazing key note talk from Dr Niall McCann, an adventurer, biologist
and explorer who has overcome multiple fears and challenges in his life. Most
notably, Niall has rowed across the Atlantic ocean, flown into a mountain exploding
a vertebrae in the process and has successfully trekked across the Greenland ice
cap. His talk was truly special and inspirational; a magical experience for the
students, who got to interview him in depth as part of the day’s activities.
https://niallmccann.com/

Sixth Form

Year 13 Ball

On Wednesday 26th June, our wonderful departing Sixth Form students enjoyed their Year 13 Ball in the grounds of the beautiful
Athelhampton House and Gardens. The amazing location was matched by the students, who went all out with their glad-rags and
looked fantastic. It was great to see such a phenomenal turnout, with 195 students and teachers in attendance; this helped to make
the evening hugely successful and enjoyable, and hopefully it will be remembered fondly for years to come. Personally, it is a perfect
way to remember a very caring, talented and proactive Year group, and we wish them all the best for the future.
Mr Gareth Peirson, Head of Year 13

Sixth Form Masterclasses
This year for the first time we have started running masterclasses for our Year 10 students, giving them a taste of what Sixth Form lessons
are like. We also invited students from schools in Yeovil, Ansford and Wincanton to join us for these after school sessions.
From dissecting locusts and exploring the sustainability of insects as a protein source to discovering how babies learn to talk and analysing
perceptions of Africa, each masterclass helped students go beyond what they are studying at GCSE, and enabled them to explore the
subjects to a higher level. There were a total of nine masterclasses run across a range of subjects, with over 130 students involved.

Congratulations ...
... to Adam H in Year 12 who completed
his first open water swim at the weekend.
The one mile swim in Falmouth was
between the castles across the mouth of
the river, and also meant tackling swarms
of jellyfish! Adam came an amazing 1st
place in the Under-18’s category, and was
73rd overall (out of 340 swimmers)!
Alongside the swimming, Adam was also
fundraising money for the Rwanda trip
and the RNLI – well done Adam!

Next steps
Over the last month the Year 12s have been preparing for
their next steps after Sixth Form. Lauren Hughes from the
University of East Anglia came in to speak to our students
about the benefit of university, how to apply and some
tips on what to include to make a competitive
application, whilst those students who want to pursue
apprenticeships or employment after A levels had 1:1
support advice and guidance from Mr Martin (Careers
Advisor) and Mrs Huggins.
This has been followed by a trip to Exeter University so
students applying could experience a tour of the campus
and benefit from personalised workshops by one of their
admissions tutors, explaining what students should be including in their personal
statement to appeal to a Russell Group university. At the same time as this trip we also
welcomed Alistair Powell, who works at AJMP coming into school to assist those
students who will be applying for jobs and apprenticeships. He helped them to draft
their own covering letters, outline CVs and they took part in mock interviews. Alistair is
an expert in encouraging people to sell themselves and their businesses, so was of
great insight for our students. All of these experiences should put our students in an
excellent position when applying for their next steps, so that they are fully prepared
and informed.
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Alumni
Craig Hardaker

My name is Craig Hardaker and I studied
at The Gryphon School from Year 7 all the
way through until upper Sixth Form. I had
seven fantastic years until I finally left the
school in June 2004.
I have fond memories of the Gryphon
School. Going from a tiny primary to a big
secondary school was an eye opener, but
one I really enjoyed. I wasn’t academic
but really enjoyed working hard, trying to
do my very best in each subject. Although
there was plenty of hard work in the
classroom, I always preferred to be out on
the sports field. Football, rugby, cricket –
you name it, I wanted to play!
Representing the School as captain of
football throughout my schooling years
was a real highlight. It’s a shame my
maths exam didn’t involve counting how
many kick ups I could do within my lunch
break, or I may have received an A*! The
ultimate highlight was scoring the
winning goal against Sherborne School.
Little did I know that five years later I
would be first team football coach for the
school and have to play The Gryphon
twice in a season! Mixed loyalties that
day…!
My love for sport definitely influenced my
choices to study at A level. I chose Leisure
in Recreation and Sport & Physical
Education. Both of which I enjoyed
enough to study further. Once leaving The
Gryphon School I studied for a BSc (HONS)
in Sport, Fitness and Coaching with The
Open University (OU). Learning with the
OU is a great way of gaining a degree
whilst at the same time building work
experience. The perfect combination for
me and one I would thoroughly
recommend!
I now own a business called Communifit.
We deliver exercise to all within the local
community. From nursing homes, sit and
strengthen exercise programme,
bootcamps in community halls, down
syndrome youth clubs, sports teams, 5k
charity runs and much more! I love my job
and I love what I do. The Gryphon School
helped me enormously in deciding on my
career choice. I look back now and see my
time at The Gryphon School as the very
best to date. Thank you Gryphon!

FORMER STUDENTS ARE ALSO WELCOME TO JOIN OUR NEW ALUMNI GROUP ON LINKEDIN - SEARCH FOR ‘THE GRYPHON SCHOOL ALUMNI’
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Sport
Sports Awards Evening
Once again the PE department held their
annual sports awards evening to celebrate
the fantastic successes of our pupils. As
always there were lots of fantastic
performances to celebrate, and inspirational
words given to the parents and students from
Flora Stewart, GB Sailor. As the evening
progressed we had Player of the Year awards
given out, as well as representative honours
in a variety of sports from boxing to
windsurfing, swimming to pistol shooting.
The representative honours are for students
who play for their county, region or country.
After a short interval where we ran an
exciting sports-themed raffle, we moved on
to the big awards. There is always lots of
anticipation for these awards, which
celebrate stand out students in a variety of
sports, and those who have gone above and
beyond in Sport and PE.

The winners of these prestigious awards
were:
BEST INDIVIDUAL PERFORMANCE
Emily Wilson-White for playing Football for
England under 15’s
TEAM OF THE YEAR
the Year 11 Netball Team for winning the
Yeovil and District finals for 5 years in a row
JUNIOR SPORTS PERSONALITY
Female: Katie Honeywell
Male: Doug McKinnon
SENIOR SPORTS PERSONALITY
Female: Isabel Walters
SENIOR SPORTS PERSONALITY
Male: Mason Ridout

Sports Leaders
A very busy term for the sports leaders with
multiple events happening! We have been
working closely with our local primary
schools running rounders, dodgeball and
cricket events as well as leading during afterschool activities and lesson time. Our Level 1
Sports Leaders have been working hard to
complete their paperwork as well as helping
out at all possible events. Our Level 2 Sports
Leaders have been working on organising a
Year 7 and 8 Rounders and Football

Tournament which will be their last event
before their paperwork deadline.
Applications for the new 2019/20 cohort
(Level 1 – Year 9 and Level 2 – Year 10) will
be open at the end of July with the hand in
date being Friday 13th September 2019.

Athletics
We are very lucky to have access to a
fantastic athletics track in Yeovil where each
year we put forward a large number of
students to take part in the North Dorset
Athletics trials. This is one of the only
activities where we have students in every
year group all competing at the same time,
showing their high calibre of athleticism.
Many of the young people competing for The
Gryphon School also train and compete with
Yeovil Olympiads, honing their skills and
techniques and excelling in each and every
event. We are all looking forward to the
School Sports Day at the end of the year
when our young superstars can showcase
what they can do on the track and in the
field.

Cricket
With the recent influx of good weather the
Gryphon School Cricket Club has proved
hugely popular particularly with the Year 7
and 8’s. With many pupils playing outside of
school for local club sides the level of skill on
show has been really impressive. The Year
7/8 team proved to be a force to be reckoned
with after successful performances against
Sturminster and Gillingham, where we
showed composure with the bat and great
teamwork in the field. The Year 9 and 10
teams have also performed brilliantly with
lots of the players playing for men’s sides
outside of school.

PE Instagram Account
For up to date information on everything that
happens in the PE department, please follow
our Instagram account: gryphonschsport

Rounders
In Year 7 an enthusiastic group of more than
20 players have regularly attended practice
which has made it extremely difficult to

choose teams for every game. We were
delighted that they qualified for the (Yeovil
and District Championship) finals and with
some superb batting and fielding they came
second. Player of the Year – Poppy Moores.

Sporty Staff!
Some of our staff have taken part in
their first triathlons recently:

The Year 8 rounders team has worked
incredibly hard on tactics and second
positions and their success in these
attributes as well as others made it no
surprise that they qualified for the Yeovil and
District Championship finals. After some
tough games they pulled through as a team
and finished second in the league - an
excellent result from a team that has
attracted many new players this year. Players
of the Year - Neve Mortimer and Sian
Greenwood.
The Year 9 rounders team has had another
fantastic season, winning all their fixtures to
qualify for the Yeovil and District
championship finals as well as the Dorset
School games finals. The girls have shown
real determination to improve this year, and
have really consolidated their understanding
of the game. There have been so many
standout performances this year, but the
players of the year were Liz Oswald, Farrah
Taylor and Millie Forshaw.
The Year 10 rounders team have once again
shown that they are a strong opposition and
very talented in both batting and fielding.
After some superb catches in the field, they
once again proved they had the skills,
determination and teamwork to win and
become Yeovil and District Champions!
Players of the year - Paris Grassi and Jess
NCube. .
The Year 11’s have once again shown, that
they are a strong opposition and very
talented in both batting and fielding! They
battled hard against Bucklers Mead and
Westfield in the finals and again proved that
they are a dream team by winning! It was a
fantastic effort by the girls. Player of the Year
- Abi Foote.

Mrs Hoskins
“I took part in my first Triathlon on
Sunday 28th April at Burnham on Sea –
this involved a 250m pool swim, 10km
bike ride and 2.5km run. I only took up
running 3 years ago and have been
encouraged by my youngest daughter
who competes in Triathlons to give it a
go! My weakest discipline is swimming
and had to have some lessons in the
lead up to the race. I enjoyed it and will
be entering another one very soon to try
and improve my times”.

Miss Fraser
“It was my first triathlon - a 400m pool
swim, 27km bike and 5km run, which I
completed in 2:05. I really enjoyed it,
and will definitely do another”.
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