October 2019 Newsletter
Staffing News
As many of you will have noticed, Shirelle has been absent from the nursery unwell for the last
month. Unfortunately, this has led her to realise that the role of Nursery Manager at this time is
not for her, and therefore she will not be returning to the team. We have thought long and hard
about the nursery leadership team, and to avoid any further disruption for children, staff and
parents, we have asked Eiron to return to the role of Nursery Manager. We are also really
pleased to be able to tell you that Shelly will be returning from her Maternity leave as of next
week, to be Eiron’s deputy, along with Karen who is currently recovering from a badly broken
arm. We wish Shirelle all the very best for the future.
This has also given us time to reflect on the structure of the leadership of each key group. Moving
forward, each key group will be led by a Nursery Nurse with the support of at least one Nursery
Assistant and a Nursery Apprentice. Each key group will receive updated leaflets that will outline
their child’s key workers in the near future.
At the end of the month we will be sad to say goodbye to Linda and Georgia, who are exploring
new opportunities beyond Little Gryphons. We would like to thank them for their hard work and
commitment to our nursery.

Dates for your diary
Nursery Cake Sale – Saturday 26th
October 9am-12pm. The arch next to
Parsons butchers on Sherborne high
street
Parent Open Evening – Tues 12th Nov
Christmas Disco – Time TBC. Friday 20th
December. Siblings welcome 
Christmas closure – Little Gryphons will
close on Friday 20th December at 6pm
and reopen on Thursday 2nd January
2020.
Nursery Outings
‘Arts & Crafts’ at Abbey View Care
Home – 28th October, 10:30am
Castle Gardens Trips – Wed 11th Dec,
Ladybirds. Fri 13th Dec, Woodland. Mon
16th Dec, Bees.

Pack Monday Fair
Part
of
Sherborne’s
history, Pack Monday Fair
is thought to have come
about in 1490 when the
workers “packed up”
their tools on completion
of Sherborne Abbey!
Little Gryphons enjoy
visiting the fair every
year, taking on the sights,
sounds and smells of all of
the wonderful things
being sold by small local
businesses. This year we
watched ‘Churros’ being
made and had them as
a treat following our long
walk in to town!

Polite Reminders

Nappies & Wipes – Please could
we ask that you ensure your
children are well stocked with
nappies and wipes. We always
have nappies and wipes in
nursery in case of children
running out, but cannot afford
to buy them at the rate that we
are currently.

We have been having great fun with Niketa in the Forest
School area this term – last week we used real tools to
carve pumpkins!

Late Collections - Please can we
ask that children are collected
by the session end time e.g.1pm
/ 6pm to avoid disruption to the
afternoon session and late
collection charges.

Bee group visited
Winestones book shop
last week and met Lydia
Bright, author of ‘Lion
Inside’ and other great
stories. Lydia shared her
latest book ‘The Way
Home For Wolf’, the
children were able to
buy a copy of this book
to take back to nursery.

Online Gaming and other Media Materials

Nursery Clothes
Please send your children in
clothes that you do not mind
getting dirty. We try to keep
all our Little Gryphons clean,
but this is often unavoidable.

We have noticed an increase in children having access to
computer games, or, observing their older siblings / family
members playing them. Whilst we recognise the benefits of using
ICT equipment, unfortunately there have been a couple of
instances of children talking about ‘killing, ‘dying’ and ‘playing
dead’ or encouraging other children to do so. For many of the
other children in the group, this is something that they know
nothing about, or, have any experience of. Please can we ask
that you support us by ensuring children have access to age
appropriate material, and that you have an open dialogue with
regards to acceptable behaviours. Please visit the NSPCC
website for further information on online safety for children
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-childrensafe/online-safety/online-games-helping-children-play-safe/

Experiencing Grief
We understand that grief is something that many of our Little Gryphons may have first-hand
experience in already at their young age and want to ensure that we offer the best support
for your child during their time with us at Little Gryphons. Recently we have observed play or
heard conversations between children with regards to being ‘dead’. Please do not hesitate to
share news with your child’s key worker of anything that could impact on their time at nursery.
We have access to many different resources, activities and books that we can share with you
e.g. we have a really lovely book, ‘I Miss You’ by Pat Thomas, that explores difficult issues of
death for young children. There are also some really good websites that share information on
how grief may impact your child at different ages e.g.
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/help/support/bereaved-family-friends/supporting-grievingchild/grief-affect-child

